The Neceſſity of Faith in Prayer. 
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paved in PRAYER. 


Far L 


Lv. ii. 13 e Ver. 13. 
Thou ſhalt not ſuffer the Salt of thi 
Covenant of thy God to be lacking 


| from thy Meat- Offering, but with all 
thine Offerings thou ſhalt offer Salt." 


um Almighty Father forbids his People 
in the Law of Moſes to preſent to him 


any Offerings without Salt. This ty- 
pical and legal Ordinance might be appointed for 
— — as, amongſt o- 


[4] 


others, to ſhew the Neceſſity of Afflictions, through 


which all the Faithfal muſt certainly paſs, before 
they can be an Offering agreeable to God : it be- 
ing impoflible that the Luſts of the Fleſh, and 
the Corruption that naturally reigns there, hbula 
be purifted, if they are not (if I may ſo expreſs 
myſelf) rubbed with this ſharp and piercing Salt 
of Affliction, which deſtroys in them whatever is 
bad and corru pted, and preſerves all that is whol- 
ſome and good: And our bleſſed Lord plainly refers 
to this Subject in St. Mark g. where, after having 
commanded his Diſciples carefully to avoid giving 
Offence, to pull out their Eyes, Things the moſt 
deat to them in the World, rather than to fuffer 
them to be an Occaſion of falling either to them- 
Telves or others, he ads, For every one ſhall be. 
Jed with Fire, and every Bacrifice Yhull be falted 
40th Salt, Mark ix. 49. Or, as hers explain it, 
For every Offering ſhall be falted with Fire, and 
evety Sactifice thall be ſalted with Salt; 7. e. 
though it is grievous to part with the Things that 
nàte deareſt to them, to avoid offending it muſt be 

done; for the Condition of Believers conſiſts not 
in an inactive Repole, without any Trials; but, on 
the contrary, in continually ſuffering many Things 
very grievous to he Fleſh, that they may, by this 


Means 


[5] 


ney, be fraſqnpd. as with a harp. hut wholcſame 


8 that before all other Applications 
of this legal Ordinance, it may alſo be very juſtly 


taken for à proper Repreſentation to the People 
under the Law of this Truth fo clearly expreſs d 
in the Goſpel, that we ſhould not offer up to God 
any Pact of gue Duty without Faith, which is the 
true Evangelical and Spiritual Salt, neceſſary to 
make acceptable both the Perſons and Actions 

Men; r 


dowed with it, as the Holy Spirit 
without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him; And 
this is what our Baxiour means when he ſays, if 
the Salt have leſt its Savour it is thencęforth good 
for nothing, but to be caſt out, and to be trades un- 
en 
And as the Perſons without this Salt of Faith 


[6] 
amongſt the People under the Old Law, it was 
Impiety to preſent to the Lord any Offering with- 
out Salt, ſo would it be now a very great Offence 
to offer to God any Part of our Spiritual Service 
without Faith; for their Gifts, their Sacrifices, 
and all ſuch carnal Offerings, were Types and 
Figures of this reaſonable Service, with which 
the People of the New Covenant daily worſhip 
the Lord in Spirit and in Truth, of which St. Paul 
ſpeaks in his 12th of the Epiſtle to the Romans. 
And their Salt, which was uſed in all their Offer- 
ings, was, as we have ſaid, the Type of that live- 
ly Faith which ſhould attend all our Actions, and 
without which we —— never to _ before 


SGod. 


But Prayer being, as you know, one of the 
principal and moſt important Parts of this Service; 
which the Prophet, for that Reaſon, calls The 
Calves of our Lips, it is certain that Faith is there 
alſo conſequently more requiſite than in any other 
Action of the Chriſtian Soul. For Faith and Aſſu- 
rance are ſo neceſſary in our Devotions, that the 
Prayers of thoſe who doubt and waver in their 
Petitions, are Meleſs and unprofitable: For the 
Foundation upon which we may and ought to 
eſtabliſh this Faith and Aſſurance in our Prayers 


T3) 


is the Name, tis Fewer and Gordurfh of cur ans- 
ly Mediator, Saviour and Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt ; 
who has promiſed, and is able, to give us all 
Things. That I may clearly ſhew the Neceſſity 
of Faith in Prayer to God, I ſhall obſerve, 


I. Firſt, That the Heart is abſolutely neceſſary 
in it, i. e. it muſt be offered up in Spirit and 
in Truth. 

II. Secondly, We muſt be affured that we are 

in Favour with God, 


III. Thirdly, We muſt be certain that be will 
hear us. 


L hte Afro. comments us 
to pray in Spirit; by which he ſhews, that the 
Heart is the true Organ of Prayer. And, indeed, 
the thing ſpeaks for itſelf: For, fince all Things 
of Importance ought to be carried on with great 
Attention and Application of Mind, no one can 
deny, that as much as we can poſſibly bring, is 
neceſſary in Prayer; all agreeing, that it is the 
moſt important Act of Religion. Beſides, the 
God whom we worſhip ſearches the Reins, and 
knows our moſt ſecret Thoughts, and nothing 
that paſſes in our Hearts can be concealed from 
1 1 him; 


[8] 

bim; for He is @ Spirit, and they that worſhip 
him muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, as 
Jeſus Chriſt has expreſsly told us. | 


From whence it follows, that Prayers that are 
put up without any Affection of Heart, are ſo far 
from obtaining his Favour or Blefling, that they 
are diſpleaſing to Almighty God, and ſtir up his 
Anger againſt us. For there is no doubt but that 
he hath the ſame Deteſtation for this kind of Wor- 
ſhip as he had againſt the Hypocrites in Muel, 
when he ſaid by his Prophet, To what Purpoſe is 
the Multitude of your Sacrifices unto me? I am full 
of your Burnt-Offerings : Bring no more vain Ob- 
lations, Incenſe is an Abomination to me, Thoſe 
therefore greatly deceive themſelves, who imagine 
Prayer to be a kind of Enchantment, which, by 
Virtue of certain Words, charms (if I may ſo ſay): 
the Lord, and by that Means merits his Favour, 
and appeaſes his Anger, thinking they ſhall be heard 
for their much ſpeaking: But there is ing. 
falſer, or more extravagant than ſuch a Thought, 
it being certain that Prayer is no farther pleaſing 
to God than as it is the Fruit of our Heart, and 
becomes the Operation of our Mind; without that 
it is but as a ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. 


7 That 


(2 ] 
That we may nat be guilty of this Fault, let ys 
never begin our Prayers without preparing our 
Hearts for it; following the Advice of the wiſe 
Man, of not being raſh with our Mouths, or let 
our Hearts be haſty to utter any Thing before God; 
for if when you are to ſpeak to a King, yau are 
careful of ſtudying your Action, and compaſing 
it to a ſubmiſſive Deportment, and ſtudying to ſay 
nothing to him but what (hall expreſs the greateſt 
Reſpet; how much more ought you to recollect 
yourſelves, when you are to ſpeak before the Mo- 
narch of Men and Angels? The firſt Part of this 
Preparation is, to conſider the Grandeur and Ex- 
cellency of his Divine Majeſty; repreſenting him 
to ourſelves as a Being Infinite, Sovereign and In- 
comprehenfible ; cloathed wth a Power, a Wil- 
dom, 'and a Holineſs, ſo wonderful, that nothing 
in all the Univerſe is comparable to it; as the 
Prince of Men and Angels, fitting upon an eter- 
nal Throne, ſurrounded with an inacceffible Light, 
governing with Pleaſure the Heavens and the 
Earth, which are the Workmanſhip of his Hands, 
and ſhining with ſuch a bright and piercing Glory, 
that the holy Seraphims in his Preſence cover their 
Faces with their Wings. 
our Thoughts upon ourſelves, and conſider, that 


'From God let 'us turn 


with . 


5 — 


of God than our Souls, it is evident that 


[ 10 ] 
with all our Vanity, we are only a Maſs of Duſt 
and Aſhes ; ſo weak, that the ſmalleſt Things can 


deſtroy us; and ſo neceſſitous, that we have need 
of numberleſs Helps to preſerve us. 


After this Compariſon of our Baſeneſs with 
God's Majeſty, what have we to do, but to de- 


baſe all the Thoughts of our Hearts to the loweſt 


Pitch, leaving in us nothing of Pride, nothing 
that may not humbly bend before ſo holy and fo 
terrible a Majeſty ; not expreſſing any of our De- 
fires to him, before we have firſt begged Pardon 
for the Liberty we take with him, with this hum- 
ble and reſpectful Preface of the Patriarch Abra- 
ham, Behold now, I have taken upon me to ſpeak 
unto the Lord, which am but Duft and Aſhes : And 
if our Soul thus humbles itſelf before God, doubt- 


leſs our Body will follow its Motion, if it is not 


hindered by ſome involuntary Violence. 


In ſhort, ſince our Bodies are not leſs the Work 
they alſo 
owe to him their Homage, and that they cannot 
neglect it, without the utmoſt Ingratitude, 


To which I add, that this Reſpect is alſo ne- 


ceſſary for the improving of your Neighbours : 


For if they ſee you pfaying to God in the fame 


Poſture that you command your Servants, and do 


the 


LI 
the moſt indifferent Things, what will they think 
but that you have not the Fear of God before 
your Eyes, nor his Service in your Hearts? 
Here, my Brethren, I am obliged to complain 
of your Coldneſs and Negligence, and thoſe 
ſhameful Diſorders that are ſo common amongſt 
vou; for how many People do we ſee, even in 
ſuch Aſſemblies as theſe, who hear the Prayers of 
the Church, without ever bending the Knee ? to 
whom it is a Pain even to uncover” their Heads in 
ſo holy an Action? They plead for Excuſe, that 
they humble their Hearts before God; but why 
do they not alſo humble the Body? Do they think 
it more excellent than their Soul; Pray let us not 
ſeparate in the Service of God theſe Things, which 
will be either Crowned or Puniſhed together. 
Let us bumble both Parts of our Beings before 
him, who according to our Defires, our Hopes, 
and our Faith, will one Day raiſe them both up 
to his Glory, or fink them down into Everlaſting 
_ Puniſhment. And let the Example of St. Paul 
be the Rule of our Devotion, of whom the Scrip- 
tures expreſsly tell us, that when he prayed to 
of our Nature, let us conſider its Miſery; and 
* 
Perſons 


| 4 
1 » | 


Perſons without either Righteouſneſs or Strength 
in themſelves, we cannot find there either Help 


1 
1 or Comfort. It appears how much this Diſpoſi- 
| | tion is neceſſary in our Prayers, from St. Lake's 
Account of the Phariſee and Publican ; of whom 
the firſt truſting much to his own Righteouſneſs, 
and boaſting to God, whilſt he prayed, of his 
Faſtings, his Tithes, and his other Works, went 
. away without obtaining any Thing; but the other, 
| who knew his own Unworthineſs, prayed to God 
to be merciful to him a wretched Sinner, went 
away juſtified, We alſo are poor miſerable Sin- 
ners, conceived and born in Iniquity, and unable 
of ourſelves to do any Thing that is good ; let 
us, therefore, not be aſhamed to humble ourſelves 
after the Publican's Example, and freely acknow- 
ledge the Multitude and Hemouſneſs of our Sins, 
the Poiſon and Ferverſeneſs of our Nature, wholly 
plunged in Wickedneſs, ſubject of itſelf to the 
Curſe of God; and even after the Favour of its 
Saviour has ſhone upon it, many Remains of its 
Infirmity, and evil Inclinations ftill often perſe- 
eute it. 


| It is not poſſible to offer to God a more agree- 
1 able Sacrifice than a broken and contrite Heart, 
. 4 Heart dead and forlorn in itfelf, and ſeeks all 

its 


[ 13 ] 
its Life, its Comfort, and its Salvation in the ſole 
Mercy of its dear Redeemer ; thirſting after his 
Grace, hungering for his Righteouſneſs, and 
affected in the ſame Manner as David was, 
when he ſays in P/alhn xhi. 1, 2. Like as the 
Hart defireth the Water Brooks, Jo longeth my Soul 
after thee, O God. My Soul is athirft for God, 
yea, even for the living God. 

After we have formed our Hearts into this holy 
1 for Prayer, we muſt conſider what 
we would aſk of God: For as in common Life 
there are certain Requeſts which ought not to be 
made to Men, and are termed uncivil and imper- 
tinent ; ſo alſo there are Demands which ought 
not to be preſented to God. When therefore you 
are about to pray to him, be careful of aſking 
Thing unworthy either of his Majeſty and H 
neſs, your Vocation, or hurtful to your Salvation. 
Theſe are the principal Things neceſſary to pre- 
pare us for Prayer. 

Haviog begun it with this Reſpect, we muſt 
continue with a cloſe Attention, wholly keeping 
our Minds, and all our Thoughts, in the Preſence 
of this Great God whom we pray to, never ſuf- 
fering them to be taken up with any other Sub- 
FA, which, how Ealted ſoever, is always infi- 

C2 nitely 
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nitely below this Sovereign Majeſty : But it muſt 
be confeſſed, that the Vanity of our Minds is ſo 
great, that there are ſcarce any that properly per- 
form this religious Duty. 

How many are there who pray out of Cuſtom, 
rather than Inclination ? How many for Faſhion- 
ſake, who hurry over the Prayers in ſuck a Man- 
ner, that they ſeem to think they loſe the Time 
they are employing in this Exerciſe ? 

Others, whilſt they are praying have their Minds 
fixed on wicked, or irreligious, vain or uſeleſs 
Thoughts: What Monſters ſhould we diſcover in 
their Hearts, if we could ſee the Thoughts of 
them, as well as we can hear the Words of their 
Lips! The more general. this Error is, the more 
careful ſhould we be to correct it, uſing all our 
Efforts to ſettle the Fickleneſs of our Minds, and 
fix them upon holy Things; at leaſt whilſt we are 
in the Preſence of God: For how can you think 
that he minds our Prayers, if we do not mind 
them ourſelves ? Or, that he ſhould be attentive 
to thoſe Requeſts, which we preſent to him with- 
out Refpe&, and without Attention? Do not al- 
ledge the Infirmity of your Nature; It does not 
hinder you from having, for the Affairs of the 
World, as much Attachment as they require. 

Wy Have 


[ 15.) 


Have not, then, leſs Ardour or Affection for the 
Things of God and Heaven, than you have for 
thoſe of the Fleſh and the World. 

Beſides, if you call yourſelves / the true Diſci- 
ples of Jeſus Chriſt, you muſt teen his School 
according to the Laws, not of. Nature, which 
you have received from the Firſt Adam, but of 
the Spirit, with which you were baptized by the 
Second, | 

It is properly the Spirit that teaches us to pray, 
and forms our Hearts and our Tongues for it; it 
is that which produces in us alt the Affections and 
Diſpoſitions neceſſary to pray as we ought. There- 
fore, amongſt all other Encomiums given him in 
Scriptures, he is expreſsly called by the Prophet 
Zechariah, The Spirit of Supplications. St. Paul 
_ alſo confirms this Truth, in his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, where, after having faid, that we know 
not what we ſhould pray for as we ought, he 
adds, But the Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion for 
us, with Greanings which cannot be uttered, i. e. 
The Spirit not only recites or pronounces the 
Prayers, for us, but he inſpires us with thoſe we 
make; it is this Virtue which affects us, and influ- 
ences us to pray, often with an Efficacy ſo won- 
derful, that what is then in our Hearts ſeems to be 


[16] 

not ſo much the Thought and Motion of a mor- 
tal Man, as of the Spirit of God. This is what 
David acknowledged, giving to God the Glory 
of all the Spiritual Ardour which he felt in his 
Soul ; My Heart hath talked of thee, Seek ye my 
Face; thy Face, Lord, will I ſeek. There you ſee his 
Heart firſt wholly touched with the Finger of God, 
which influences and ſtirs him up to ſeek him 
7.e. to invoke him, and ſollicit his Aſſiſtance and 
his Favour; and after this teaching of the Spirit, 
David prepares himſelf, and reſolves to ſeek the 
Lord. In ſhort, how ſhould we pray, without 
the Grace of the Spirit from above, fince we can 
neither deſire or aſk the Bleſſings of God, with- 
out knowing them, or know them without being 
enlightened by the Light of this Divine Spirit ? 
And it is of theſe holy Prayers, formed by the 
Grace of this Holy Spirit, that the Prophet Joel, 
ii. 32. ſpeaks in that remarkable Sentence quoted 
by St. Paul, That whoſoever ſhall call on the Name 
of the Lord ſhall be ſaved. For the Spirit from 
whence true Prayer proceeds, being inſeparably 
connected with Salvation, it is manifeſt that no 
one has the Gift of Praying to God in ſuch a 
Manner as the Prophet meant, who has not an 
Aſſurance of having a Part in that Salvation. 

I And 


ſw 7 


And therefore the Pſalmiſt, Pai. XIV. 4. in the 
Deſcription he oo of the Wicked, gives this as 
a Mark to diſti them from the Righteous, 
that they call not on the Name of the Lord. 

From whence it appears, that in vain we boaſt 
of being the People of God, if we do not wor- 
ſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, if we do not ex- 
_ erciſe ourſelves in Prayer. 

The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of Supplications, 
which inſpires and eſtabliſhes Prayer, where-ever 
he dwells ; ſo that thoſe who do net. pray, have 
not this Holy Spirit; and of Conſequence are not 
Chriſtians ; fince thoſe who have nat the Spirit of 
Chrift, are none of bis; as the Apoſtle St. Paul 
to the Romans viii. g. exprefaly tells us: And pet, 
alaſs! There are Families among the People of 
God, who never call upon his Name; where they 
are either careleſs, or wilfully ignorant, that it is 
their Duty daily to offer up this Perpetual Sacri- 
fice of Prayer, Evening and Morning. Miſerable 
Wretches! It is not the Spirit of Cod, but that of 
the World, and its Vanity, which paſſeſſes you, 
and which will certainly ceoduct ou to Ever- 

laſting Perdition, if you. do not cſeape out of its 
Snares, and ſo turn to the Service of God, and 
call 


J 18 ] 


call upon his Name, that he may have Mercy on 


your Souls. 
As for you, Believers, ſince it is the Holy Spi- 


rit that teaches us to pray, if you perceive (as it 


often happens) the Ardour and Love of this Holy 
Exerciſe weaken and cool in you, immediately 
have Recourſe to this Divine Comforter; call upon 
him, and conjure him to come down into your 
Souls, to awaken the Senſe and Life there, and 
light up its ſacred Fire, to open your Mouth, and 
unlooſe your Tongue, and renew there the Ser- 
vice of God, and thoſe Sighs and Groans by which 
he makes Interceſſion for us. Go before him, and 


get ready his Temple, i. e. your Hearts, cleanſing 
them, with a lively Repentance, from all the Fil- 


thineſſes of Vice, that he may be pleaſed with you, 
and take up his Abode there, and perpetuate there 
the Divine Service to his Glory, and your Eter- 
nal Salvation. 


Now unto Him who is ever ready to do all this, 
and much more than ue can aſt, to the Eter- 
nal GOD, Father, Son and Bleſſed Spirit, 
be all Praiſe and Ghry for ever Amen. 


THE 


THE 


NECESSITY 


OF 
FAITH in PRAYER. 
Pax II. 


| Lzy. ii. Latter Parr of Wii: 13. 


7 hou ſhalt not ſuffer the Salt of the 
Covenant of thy God to be lacking 
from thy Meat- Offering, but with all 
thine Offerings thou ſhalt offer Salt. 


1 N theſe Words there is a ſtrict Prohibition 


againſt preſenting to God any Offering with- 


out Salt. This legal Ordinance, I obſerved, 
in a former Diſcourſe on this Text, was a 
Type of Faith, the true 3 and Spiritual 
Salt 


[20] 
Salt, which is to be the conſtant Attendant of 
every Part of our Duty to God, neceſſary to make 
both our Perſons and Actions acceptable in his 
Sight: For as under the Old Law, it was great. 
Impiety to preſent to the Lord any Offering with- 
out Salt, ſo would it be avety great Offence to offer 
to God any Part of our Spiritual Services without 
Faith; all their Sacrifices and Offerings (after that 
one great Sacrifice) being alſo inferior Types of that 
reaſonable Service with which the People of the 
New Covenant ſhould daily worſhip the Lord in 
Spirit and in Truth. But Prayer being one of the 
moſt important Parts of this Service, I obſerved, 
that Faith, of which the Salt here mentioned was 
a Type, was more neceſſary than in any other Ac- 
tion of the Chriſtian Soul; the Petitions of thoſe 
who doubt and waver being uſeleſs and unprofit- 
able. For the Foundation on which this Faith 
and Aſſurance is built, is the Merits of our dear. 


Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt, who has promiſed, and is 


able, to give us all Things. From whence I Jaid | 
down the following Propoſitions, £0 


I. Fi, That in true Prayer to God, the A 
en of the Haut was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, 


[ 2x 7 


it myſt be offered up in Spi- 


ry, 7 4 e. . 
rit and in Truth. 


II. Secandly, That we ought to be aflured that 
we are in the Fayour of God. 

III. Thirdly, That we ſhould be certain that 
* 


The firſt of theſe was the Subject of my laſt 
Diſcourſe, I ſhall now proceed to obſerve, 


II. Secondly, That it is neceſſary to make our 
Prayers acceptable, to be aſſured that we are in his 
Favour. 

The Doctrine of Aſſurance is not only. what 
many are ignorant of, but, what is more ſurpri- 
zing, is affirmed by ſome to be impoſſible, uſeleſs, 
and hurtful; nay, that no Man can bave an Aſſu- 
rance of having obtained or received the Grace of 
God; and yet they hold, that Man receives the 
Grace of God voluntarily, i. e. by a free Inclina- 
tion of his own Will, ſo as to reject it if he pleaſes. 
But how can a Man that has thus-voluntarily re- 
ceived a Thing, be ignorant of having received 
it? We may certainly very well doubt whether 
we have received Things that happen to us with- 


out our Knowledge: But what we poſſeſe, re- 
D 2 3 


[22] 
ceived with our own Conſent, it is ſurprizing 
how we can doubt whether we have received 
them. But what is ſtill more wonderful, thoſe 
who contradict this Doctrine, ſay farther, that the 
Righteous ſhould expect and hope for the Reward 
of Eternal Life, through the Merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt. But how can the Righteous expect this 
Reward, if no one can be affured of being jaſti- 
fied, and being in the Favour of God ? Eternal 
Life is no where promiſed, but to thoſe who are 


in Grace ; but no one can be affured of being in 


Grace, How then can any one hope for eternal 
Life? The Contradictions of this Doctrine, which 
this deſtroys, itſelf are a ſure Proof of its Falſity, 
and it might be ſufficient to confute our Gain- 
ſayers juſt to have mentioned them: But as it is a 
Thing of great Conſequence, and what affects the 
very Vitals of Religion, I ſhall enlarge a little far- 
ther upon it. That every Believer then fhould' be 
aſſured of being in Favour with his God, clearly 
appears from the Scriptures ;. for St. Pau} com- 
mands the Corinthians, ſaying, 2 Cor. xiii. 5, Ex- 
amine your ſekves whether ye be in the Faith; prove 
your own ſelves: Know ye not your own- ſelves, how 


that Feſus.Chrift is in you, except ye be Reprobates ? 
If it was impoſſible for us to. be aſſured of being 


TS 


in the Favour of God, St. Paul's Command 
would be trifling, vain and ridiculous. For to 
to what Purpoſe would it be, ſo ſtrictly to order us 
to ſearch and examine a Thing which it is impoſſible 
to attain? Why would he have me prove myſelf, 
if not that I might know myſelf? Did he pre- 
{ſcribe to me a Work that was uſeleſs, and in 
which I could not poſſibly ſucceed ? But if no 
one can aſſuredly know, whether he is in the 
Favour of God or not, the Command of proving 
himſelf will be the Command of a Thing impoſ- 
fible. From whence we muſt conclude, that the 
Apoſtle, who was a wiſe, good Man, and could 
not deſire any Thing that was uſcleſs, thought this 
Aſſurance poſlible, ſince he would have us endea- 
vour to acquire it. But he goes farther ftill ; for he 
thought it was not only poſſible, but even eaſy, 
which appears from theſe Words, Know ye not your 
won ſelves, how that Feſus Chriſt is in you? Where 
he is aſtoniſhed, that the Corinthiuns did not know 
themſelves, and the Grace of Chriſt in them. 
Would it not be very ſurprizing and abſurd, for 
St. Paul to wonder at the Corinthians for not 
knowing what no Perſon, could, know That he 
ſhould. them for an Ignorance, not on- 
ly indifferent, but n neceſſary ? How ri- 
| diculous 
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diculous, hypocritical and abſurd muſt thoſe Per- 
ſons appear, who hold, that no one can be aſſu- 
red of their being in the Favour of God, when 
they are repeating theſe Words, Know ye not 
your own ſelves, how that Jeſus Chrift is in 
ou? 2 
5 In ſhort, we read in the Goſpel that our Sa- 
viour, whilſt he was in the World, gave his Grace 
to many Perſons, but ſcarce do we read that he 
imparted it to any one, whom he did not affure 
at the ſame Time that His Sins were forgiven him, 
and bid him Go in Peace. Why did he fay this, 
if not that they might believe him ? And why 
would he perſuade them to believe what was 
either impoſſible, or raſh, to believe? Beſides the 
Abſolutions in the different Parts of our Liturgy, 
vi x. in the Morning and Evening, and Communion 
Service, and Viſitation of the Sick, are clear Proofs 
that this was the Doctrine of this Church, and 
ſhew that it was not only poſſible, but always at- 
tainable by thoſe who fincerely turned to God; 
for we there pronounce Abſolution and Pardon to 
all thoſe that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt : Why do we ſay this, if not that 
they may believe it? And how can they believe it, 
if they do not at the ſame Time believe that they 
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are in the Favour of God? Is the Remiſſion of 
Sins given to any but thoſe that are in Grace? 
From whence we muſt conclude, that either thoſe 
who pronounce this Pardon, St. Pau! who ſo 
ſtongly infiſts upon the Neceſſity of it, and our 
bleſſed Saviour, the Author of it, are all De- 
ceivers, who are not worthy to be credited; or 
that, if they ought to be believed, then we may, 
and ought, of Conſequence, to be affured of the 
Favour of God, fince this is what they pronounce 
and promiſe, I add alſo, that if we cannot be 
aſſured of being in the Favour of God, we are 
not obliged to thank him for his Grace, which is 
nevertheleſs, one of the principal Duties of our 
Religion, and which the Scriptures alſo very ſtrict- 
ly inſiſt upon. But, pray, what would be the 
Acknowledgment of a Man, who ſhould give 
Thanks for a Thing which he doubted the Receipt 
of? Would not every one look upon him as a 
Fool and a Madman? You praiſe God becauſe he 
— called you to a Communion with his Son, 
becauſe through him he has been gracious to you, 

and for bis ſake has pardoned your Sins, and re- 
ceived you into Fayour: And yet you tell me, 
that you are not ſo preſumptuous as to believe aſ- 
{aredly that you live in Communion with Chriſt, 
| and 
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and in his Favour. Oh! Hypocrites! are you 
not aſhamed for glorifying God for giving you 
what you do not know whether he has given 
you or not? Thankfulneſs is an Act of Gratitude, 
and Gratitude proceeds from the Perception of the 
Favour and Bleſſing received: Conſider, then, 
what your Thankfulneſs muſt be, who doubt and 
waver, and have no lively Sentiment of the Bleſ- 
ſings received from God. 

But there is no need to enlarge upon a Subject 
that St. Paul proves ſo clearly; for what could 
he ſay more to the Purpoſe than we read in the 
8th of the Romans, Spirit itſelf, ſays he, 
beareth witneſs with our Spirit, that we are the 
Children of God. Every Man who has received 
the Grace of God, has neceſſarily his Spirit of 
Adoption, How, then, is it impoſſible for him 
that is in the Favour of God, to be affured that 
he is the Child of God? But rather, how is. it 
poſſible that he ſhould not be aſſured of it, ſince 
the Holy Spirit beareth witneſs of it to him ? Is 
it impoſſible for the Believer to credit the Teſti- 
mony of the Holy Spirit ? Or rather, = puts 
for the Believer not to believe it?; | 

How, alſo, could we otherwiſe underſtand 
what the Apoſtle ſays in another Place, 1 Cor. 
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n. 12. We. have received, not the Spirit of the 
World, but the Spirit ubich is of God; that we 
might know the Things that are freely given to us 
of God? Is not the Favour of God in the Num- 
ber of thoſe Things which are given to us of God? 
But ſuppoſing that he gives us what may not be 
any Part of his Grace; yet the Believer has a Spi- 
rit which ſhews him the Things he has received of 
God; how then can the Believer be ignorant, or 
doubt, whether God has given his Grace to him ? 
The Spirit of God teſtifies of the Things he has 
given us. You ſay you do not know it: Con- 
fels then, Oh miſerable Man! that you have not 
the Spirit of God, but that other Spirit of the 
World, which St. Paul declares. is not given to 
Believers. I ſhall add to this what our Saviour 
himſelf ſays to his Diſciples, in St. John xiv. 17. 
The World, ſays he, cannot receive the Spirit of 
Truth, becquſe it ſeeth bim not, neither knoweth 
him : but ye know bim, for be dwelleth with you, 
and ſhall be in you. From whence it follows, 
that whoſoever hath. the Spirit in himſelf, knows 
it ; but no one has the Grace of God, without 
having the Spirit : Therefore no one has the Fa- 
vour of God without knowing it. Nay, has not 
Experience often proved the Truth of this Doc- 
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trine to happy Be lievers ? For had not David, and 
the other Prophets, St. Paul, and the other Apo- 
ſtles and Diſciples of our Lord, a full Aſſurance 
of being in the Fayour of God? From whence 
proceeded to theſe that remarkable Confidence, 
o generally expreſſed in all their Writings. The 
Lord is with me, be is my Light; T am perſuaded 
that neither Death, nor Life, nor any other Thing, 
ſhall be able to ſeparate me from him. After this, 
_—— ere eee 
red whether he is in Grace or not? 
But to confider the Thing in itſelf. "rg 
whence comes this Impoflibility ? Chriſt, who is 
Truth itſelf, tells us, in a thouſand Places of his 
Goſpel, that he that believes in him, has eternal 
Life ; that whoſoever ſerves, and calls upon bim, 
:s bis; that be that believes in bim, is already 
paſſed from Death unto Life. You do not doubt 
it, I am well aſſured. The Queſtion is, Whether 
you believe in Jeſus Chriſt ? But how can you be 
ignorant whether you believe or not? How can 
you have any Doubt thereon ? Is Faith a Dream, 
which ſteals upon us without our perceiving it? 
Is it a Charm, that deſcends into our Souls with- 
out our Knowledge? Or rather, is it not an Aſ- 
ſent, a Perſuafion, a Knowledge, that has its Seat 
| 18 
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in the moſt lively and ſenſible Part of the Soul, 
in the Underſtanding itſelf, where nothing can be 
conveyed by Surprize, where nothing can enter 
withont being perceived and known ? You cannot, 
then, have that Faith which you are not certain 
of having, ſince you do not receive it without 
| your own Conſent, But whoſoever has it, has 
Grace, according to our Saviour. Therefore, 
whoſoever has it may be aſſured, and even cannot 
doubt of having it. I humbly preſume I have 
ſufficiently proved the ebay of being ia dhe 
Favour of God. 

That this Aſſurance alſo is neceſſary, is evident 
upon the ſame Principles; for fince the bleſſed 
Apoſtle commands us fo prove our ſelves, and the 
End of this Examination being a certain Know- 
ledge, it is very plain that we are obliged to have 
it, from the Command of the Apoſtle, Beſides, 
fince we are obliged to thank God for Grace re- 
ceived from him, and this cannot be done, with- 
out a lively and affured Senſe of his Favour, it is 
very evident that we are, for the ſame Reaſon, 
obliged to this Senſation. 

In ſhort, otherwiſe what would be our Piety ? 
What our Love to God? What our Zeal for 
his Glory ? If we keep our Souls in Suſpence, and 
| E 2 careleſly 
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careleſly poiſed between Certainty and Uncertainty, 
without knowing affuredly, whether God loves us 
or not ; whether he has really given us his Grace, 
or only in Appearance; how can we with ſo cold 
a Senſe of it embrace his Service with Affection t. 
Prefer his Honour to our Intereſts? His Love to 
the Love of the World ? The Love of thoſe who 
love us, acts in us as we perceive and know it: 
In vain ſhall a Man love us, if this favourable 
Sentiment does not inſpire us with a Confidence in 
him ; his Love will produce nothing in our Hearts, 
no more than a Herb, or Kernel, if not put into 
the Ground. 

You paint to me, in general, the great Good- 
neſs of God, but you will not ſuffer me to be aſ- 
ſured of it in my own particular Caſe; you ſay, 
that it would be Preſumption to apply his Promiſes 
to myſelf; that it would be Raſhneſs to believe 
that he ſpeaks alſo to me, when he ſays to all 
Mankind, I will give you Lyfe; to thoſe that be- 
lieve in his Chriſt, Tou are my Children. Certain- 
ly, then, it muſt neceſſarily follow, ſince my 
Faith upon this Subject is doubtful and uncertain, 
my Love, and my Hope, and all my Piety alſo, 
is of the ſame Naure. | 


Indeed 
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Indeed, what will be my Comfort, in the 
midſt of ſo many Evils that threaten me? What 
my Joy, ſeeing under me Hell opened to ſwallow 
up thoſe that are not in the Favour of God? 
Sin ready to ſting them ? Death triumphing over 


them ? The World enticing them into' the broad 
Paths of Deſtruction, fince in this ſad Condition 
you take from me all Aſſurance? You keep my 
Mind in a Doubt and Fear, worſe, very often, 
than the Evil itſelf, Oh! poor and really miſera- 
ble Souls, who daily live in ſuch a Hell ! Bleſſed 
Lord, grant thy Holy Spirit now to deſcend upon 
them, and happily free them from this ſervile and 
ſhameful Cowardice : Let thy holy Light clearly 
reveal thy tender and fincere Affections towards 
them: Let the Senſe of it be deeply engraved in 
their Hearts, 

Since then the Believers may be, and are, aſſured 
of the Favour of God, I add, that this Diſpoſi- 
tion of Heart is neceſſary in every Part of their 
Duty to God, but particularly in thoſe Prayers 


they offer up to bim ; for how ſhall they call him 
their Father, if they doubt of his Favour, i. e 
if they doubt whether they are his Children ? 
How ſhall they conjure him by the Merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt their Redeemer, if they are not aſſu- 
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red that he has redeemed them? How ſhall they 


beſeech him to encreaſe their Faith, if they are 
doubtful whether they have it or not? To give 
them the heavenly Heritage, if they are not aſſu- 
red that it belongs to them, by the Gift that God 
has made them of it in his Son? How uſeleſs and 
unprofitable, nay abominable in the Sight of God, 
are the Prayers and Thanſgivings of thoſe who are 
in Doubt and Uncertainty? With what Conſcience 
Tan they only pronounce the firſt Words of the 
Prayer that Jeſus Chriſt taught us, Our Father ? 
If you doubt of having received his Grace, you 
doubt whether he is your Father, fince he is not 
of any but thoſe who are in his Favour. If, you 
doubt whether he is your Father, what Impudence, 
what Preſumption is it thus to call him yours? 
In ſhort, fince the Promiſes of God belong on- 
ly to his Children, and thoſe who are in his Fa- 
vour, Man, if he is not aſſured of being in it, cannot 
be aſſured of being heard; from whence it follows, 
that no one can pray as he ought, if he has not 
ſome Aſſurance of being in the Favonr of God, 
fince the Scriptures tell us, that to pray properly, 
the Believer muſt have this Holy Confidence and 
Perſuaſion in his Heart, that God will hear him; 
which is what I propoſed to ſpeak to. 


III. 
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III. Thirdly, and Laftly, viz. That we muſt 
be aſſured that God hears our Prayers, to make 
them acceptable to him. - 

Our bleſſed Lord: expreſly requires this of us, 
when he ſays, St. Mark xi. 24. What Things ſoe- 
ever ye deſire wwhen ye pray, believe that' ye re- 
cri ue them, and ye ſhall have them; Where you 
ſee he promiſes to hear our Prayers only upon 
Condition, that we are perſuaded: we ſhall obtain 
whatſoever we aſk of him ; from whence it follows; . 
that this Confidence is a Condition abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary in the Prayer of the Believer; and it is in 
this Senſe muſt be underſtood what he ſays elſe- 
where, Matr. xxi. 22. Whatſoever ye ſhall af in 
Prayer, believing, ye ſhall receive. And Saint 
James, ch. i. ver. 5, 6, 7. is alſo very clear on 
this Subject, F any of you lack Wiſdom, let bim 
aſt of God, that grueth to all Men liberally, and 
upbraideth not, and. it ſhall be given hm. Sce 
here a Promiſe as full as poſſible; but then he 
adds this Reſtriction in the following Verſes; Bur, 
fays he, let him ask in Faith, r 
for he that wavereth is like a Wave of the Sca, 
driven with the Wind and teſſed. For let not that 
2 receive any thing of the 

| Lord 
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Lord. This Text is ſo clear and expreſs, that 
there is no Need of any Expoſition: And you 
may ſee by thoſe Paſſages, that the general Pro- 
miſes which the Lord makes in his Goſpel, of 
hearing the Prayers of all Believers, as in 1 St. Joh 
iii. 22. Whatſoever we ask, we receive of him, and 
the like, which are often to be met with elſewhere, 
ought all to be limited with this Condition, Provi- 
ded our Prayers are offered up with Confidence, 
and Aſſurance of being heard: And this is what 
Saint James in his fifth Chapter calls The Prayer 
of Faith. | 

But, you will ſay, perhaps, upon what Title 
and Foundation is this Aſſurance built, which you 
require of the Believer, being willing not only 
that he ſhould addreſs himſelf familiarly to God, 
whoſe Majeſty is abſolute, and Dwelling inacceſſi- 
ble, but what is more, ſhould be firmly perſua- 
ded of obtaining from him whatſoever he ſhall aſk ? 
Indeed, if we ſhould only confider what is in our 
ſelves, we ſhould all have Reaſon to be aſſured 
that God would reje& all the Prayers which we 
ſhould preſent to him, inſtead of hearing them ; 
that he would devour us as a conſuming Fire, in- 
ſtead of receiving us, fince we are wholly covered 
with Sin, and God mortally hates Iniquity; but 
= 4 | bleſſed 
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- bleſſed for ever is his Name, who of his infinite 
Mercy has made up that Breach which ſeparated 


us from him. + Let us not reflect on our Miſery, 
but rather how great 48. his Mercy; let us not 
conſider our Duſt and Aſhes, but his Goodneſs 
and Clemency; not our Nature, but his Grace. 
Would you know what are the Titles of Right, 
which we have to pray to God, to addreſs our- 
ſclves uo him, even 40 aſſure ourſelves of being 
beard? They are the following :- ' | 

Firſt, We have the Promiſes of our Lord, fo 
often mentioned in his Word, that we . cannat 
mention them all. The Lord is wmgh unto all them 
that call upon him, yea all ſuch as call ' upon hum 
faithfully. . He will fulfil the Defire of them that 
fear him; he alſo will hear their Cry, end will 
help them. Pl, cxlv. 18, 19. What can you fear 
more after this? Is it Preſumꝑtion to believe what 
God tells us? Wannen it not be h⁰ 
nable Pride to doubt it? 

Serondiy, Beſides, we EM his own Command 
in Pfal. I. 15. Call upon me in the Time of Trou- 
ble, fo mill I bear thee, aud thou ſhalt praiſe me. 
Oh Man ! how abject. arid miſerable ſnever thou 
art, boldly approach the Lord, ſinee he com- 
u — mo by obey- 
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ing him: And though his Promiſes and Com- 
mands might ſuffice us, to take away all Doubt, 
he has deſigned to communicate to us the Means 
by which bis Juſtice being appeaſed, he may af- 
terwards hear and embrace the Sinner ; for he has 
given us the Name of his Son Jeſus, his Merit 
and his Satisfaction. Whatſoever ye ſball ast in 
my Name, that will I do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son, John xiv. 12. And as it is 
in this only Name, that our Perſons are agreea- 
ble to him, being cloathed with the Righteouſneſs. 
of Chrift, and covered with his Obedience, ſo 
alſo is it in this Name alone that our Prayers ought 
to be addreſſed to him; there being no other under 
Heaven with which we can appear before the 
Throne of Grace. 9 | 
The Reaſon of this is very clear ; for the In- 
terceſſion of Jefas Chriſt for us, and that Virtue 
by which he induces God to be favourable to our 
Prayers, is wholly founded upon the Merit of his 
Death and Paſſion, as 1ſt of St. Jabn ii. ver. 12. 
plainly ſhews us, F any Man fin,” we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righ- 
teous; and be it the Propittation for our Sins. 
Where you ſee that the Office that Jeſus Chrift does 
for us to his Father, confaſts in fpeaking for us, 
4 and 
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and. recommending our Prayers to him, becauſe 
he died for us, and by this Means atoned for our 
Sins. He is our Advocate. Why? Becauſe, ſays 
the Apoſtle, He is the Propitiation for our Sins. 
Thus no one can be our Advocate to God, but 
he who is the Propitiation for our Sins by his 
Blood. But this was Jeſus Chriſt alone. Was 
Paul, ſays the Apoſtle, crucified for you? Has 
any. of the Saints appeaſed the Anger for you by 
the Merit of his Paſſion ? From whence it follows, 
that it is only in the Name of our Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt that we ought to petition God.. 

I ſhall. only add, that another Foundation of 
our Prayers. 1 is the Spirit of Adoption, which we 
have in our Hearts, crying Abba, Father ; as the 
Apoſtle ſhews us in the eighth Chapter of his E- 
piſtle to the Romans. Who would forbid a Child 
to pray to his Eather ? Rather, who could oppoſe. 
this Affection and filial Emotion? Now, by the 
Spirit of Adoption we are in the Number of the 
Children of God, from whence it is that. he is. 
named the Spirit. of. Adoption. But this Holy and. 
Divine Comforter not only gives us a Right to 
pray to the Father with Aſſurance, but he himſelf 
becomes our Interpreter, if I may ſo ſpeak, form- 
ing, in the Secret of our Souls, Sighs and Groans 
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unutterable to the human Tongue, but very intel- 


 ligible to the Goodneſs of God. He that fearch- 


&th the Hearts, fays the Apoſtle St. Poul, Rom. 


vi. 27. knoweth what is the Mind of the Spirit, 


becauſe he maketh Interceſfion for the Saints, ac- 
cording to the Will of God. 

From what has been ſaid, it evidently appears, 
that it is not Raſhneſs in us, or a Fool-bardineſs, 
to addreſs ourſelves to God familiarly, and pray 
to him on all Occaſions ; for if there is any Part 
of our Piety which ought to be well and affuredly 
founded, certainly it is this, to which we have fo 
great and authentick Titles, viz. the Promife and 
Command of God himſelf ; the Merit and Inter- 
ceflion of his Chriſt, the Voice and Impulſe of his 
Spirit. Oh Chriſtians ! What can you ask more? 
Why do yon heſitate after this? If an earthly 
King ſhould give you the ſame Affurances of re- 
ceiving your Requeſts favourably, you would be 
continually in his Court, and waiting in his Pre- 
ſence- Chamber; you would be daily putting up 
ſome new Requeſt; you would be ever petition- 
ing him, till he had made you compleatly happy. 
Here is the King of Kings, by «hom Ki ings reign 
and Princes execute Tuftice, capable of giving you 
not Earth and Duſt, but Heaven and Eternity ; 

Capable 
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capable to preſerve both your Bodies and Souls 
from all Evils, and fill them with all Bleſſings: 
Behold him who promiſes to comply with all 
your Requeſts, who commands you to ask of him 
whatever is neceſſary for you; who ſeals his Love 
to you, by the Death of his only Son, faſtened 
and dying upon a Croſs, that he might embrace 
you in Heaven ; who gives you his Spirit, to free 
your Souls from that Timorouſneſs which is natu- 
ral to them. Be you, then, more ardent and aſ- 
ſiduous in Prayer, fince our God ſo tenderly 
ſtretches out his Arms unto us, ſince he has given 
us ſo many Proofs of his good Will. And let 
us come boldly unto the Throne of Grace, that we 


may obtain Mercy, and find Grace, to help in Time 
of Need. 


Now unto Him who is Ever Ready to give us 
this, and more than we can ash, to the Eter- 
nal GOD, Father, Son and Bleſſed Spirit, 
be all Praiſe, Glory, Honour and Power, for 
ever, Amen. 
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The SPEECH of the Reverend 
Mr.. Joun STvarT, Prebend of 
Chicheſter, at the Veſtry-Room of 
Sr. James's Garlick-Hithe, the Night 
he was choſen their Lecturer. 


GENTLEMEN, 


n e free Theoks, the O 
* eee | 
capable of making at preſent, for the undeſerved | 
Favour you have beſtowed on me, in chooſing 
me your Lecturer; a Favour whoſe Price is fo 
greatly enhanced by the Manner in which you 
have been pleaſed to confer it, That I {hall keep it | 
in Everlaſting Remembragce. | 
As there are ſo many others, whoſe Merit might 
have juſtly claimed the Preference, I muſt impute 
your Partiality to me, to that Defire, which the 
good and confiderate Part of Mankind always 
thew, for affiſting the Unpatronized, thoſe Or- 
G 2 phans 


. 
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phans of Fortune, if I may ſo expreſs myſelf, 
whom the gay and thoughtleſs Many look upon 
as unworthy their Notice. 

I ſhall uſe my utmoſt Endeavours by my fu- 
ture Conduct to give you no Reaſon to repent of 
your Choice; and as I am ſenſibly convinced, 
from the unmerited Regard you have already paid 
me, that there will be nothing wanting on your 
Parts to make my Continuance amongſt you as 


long and agreeable as poſſible, I do affure you, 


that no ſmall Advantage ſhall ever prevail with 
me to leave you. 

I ſhall only add, that whatever Abilities it ſhall 
pleaſe God to bleſs me with, ſhall be wholly em- 
ployed to his Glory, in the Welfare of Mankind, 
in endeavouring to ſave both yours, and my own 
Soul: In which truly Chriſtian Defign, I am wil- 
ling to hope, I ſhall be aſſiſted by you all. 
And may the Good God give us ſuch a Meaſure 


of his Heavenly Grace as will enable us to pro- 


mote theſe Labours of Love. 


T HE 


DN T Y 


OF A 


M I NIS I E R. 


. — 


2 Cox. vi. 3 & 4. 


Giving no Offence in any Thing, that 
the Aniſtry be not blamed. 


But in all Things approving ourſelves 
as the Miniſters of God. 


H E faving of Men's Souls out of thay 
univerſal Chaos of fallen Nature, where- 
in all was without Form, and void, and 
full of Darkneſs; was a Work that 
ed cnn fe Rs 9 OP APY: 


tion 


, hath provided 
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tion of human Bodies out of the Duſt of the 
Earth. And though this great Work was firſt be- 
gun in Heaven, and God himſelf firſt put his own 
almighty Hand unto it, yet by an Act of the moſt 
condeſcending Goodneſs, Man wes, in Time, ad- 
mitted into an inferior Partnerfhip of the mighty 
Undertaking: And that not only whilſt every 
Man, as aflifted by enabling Grace, is to work 
out his own Salvation; and ſo that which was 
firſt the free Gift of God, beconfes*the Work of 
Man too ; but alſo, as there was a certain Order 
of Men inſtituted to carry on his gracious Defign, 
who were ſet. aſide by Divine Appointment, to 
take Care of their own and other Men's Souls. 
Now unto this End is every Miniſter ordained y 
and this is what he ſolemnly vows, vi z. to feed 
the Flock with found Doctrine, difigenty to teach 


en inſtro8 out ef the Holy Septure the Peo- 


ple committed to his Charge. 

Thus, the loving Kindneſs of our Mebed Sa- 
viour, foreſeeing the perpetual Need of his Fami- 
for their conſtant Rellef. That 
the heavenly Doctrine, that Bread which noubiſh- 


erh to — Life, ſheuld be conſtantly ſc be- 


fore, and broken àmonꝑſt them: That the Study 
and Labbur of thoſe who give themſelves to this 
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very Thing, may be to thoſe who are 
encumbered with Variety of ſecular Affairs: That 
ſaving Knowledge may be ſo advantageouſly incul- 
cated, as to render groſs Ignorance next to impoſ- 
fible, and ſpiritual Wiſdom cafily attainable ; That 
'by a F good 
Thoughts may be inſtilled, and good Purpoſes 
from Time to Time excited in the Hearts of the 
People. That they may be frequently reminded 
of their ſolemn Obligations, and made ſenſible of 
the Connexion between Faith and Holineſs, be- 
tween the avowed Principles of their Creed, and 
3 Duties of a Chriſtian Liſe. And in 
order to this, their Guides and Teachers muſt 
watch for Souls, as thoſe that muſt give an Ac- 
count, and be Examples to their Flocks, ſhewing 
themſelves in all Things, Patterns of good Works, 
8 that the Miniſiry 
be not blamed; but in all Things approving them- 
r 

I hope theſe Words of St. Paul, which include 
in them the Character of a good Paſtar, will not 
be thought an improper Subject for my introduc- 
tory Diſcourſe amongſt you. But before I pro- 
| ceed to the Confideration of my Text, give we 
Leave to acknowledge the unmerited Favour which 


you 


you of this Pariſh have unanimouſly beſtowed on 
me, for which you have my fincere Thanks, the 
Offering of a grateful Heart, which will ever ex- 
preſs itſelf in ſuch Returns as I, as your Teacher, 
can poſſibly beſtow, or you, as Chriſtians, ſafely 
aſk; nay, even the meaneſt of you ſhall always 
find me ready to aſſiſt you to the utmoſt of 
thoſe Abilities with which it ſhall pleaſe God to 
bleſs me; and I ſhall uſe my utmoſt Endeavours 
to promote the Salvation of all your Souls, I 
know we live in an Age whercirfthe Fundamen- 
tals of Religion are ſcoffed at, the Gown become 
the chief Subject of Obloquy; and, what I ſhould 
be really ſurprized at, had I not left off to won- 
der at any Thing at all, ſome of our own miſta- 
ken Brethren, mingled with the Ignorant and 
Malicious, have ranked thoſe who have ſhewed 
an earneſt Zeal for the Goſpel of Chriſt, amongſt 
the Set of Methodiſts, of which Name they 
have accounted me worthy ; weakly imagining, 
either to lefſen our Intereſt here, or make us more 
negligent in the great Concerns of an bappy Here- 
after; but how great ſoever their Malice and En- 
vy ſhall appear, I ſhall endeavour to keep my 
Faith firm to the laſt, and be ſo far from being 
uneaſy at what they hall. fay of me, that: if Me- 
thodiſm. 
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thodiſm conſiſts in a true Regard for Religion, in 
a firm Belief of Jeſus Chriſt, and a Concern for 
the little Faith that is to be found on the Earth, 
which are the only Reaſons that I am ſenſible of 
for their honouring me with that Title, I ſhould 
glory in being one of that perſecuted Seat, Nay, 
the above unhappy Circumſtances are ſo far from 
being Diſcouragements or Difficulties in my Way, 
that knowing I muſt follow my Maſter the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift through Life and Death, through 
good Report and evil Report, I look upon them 
as Incitements to my Courage and Induſtry, and 
as certain Pledges of the Reward laid up for thoſe 
who ſhall earneſtly contend for the Faith as deli- 
vered to the Saints, and approve themſelves true 
Miniſters of God: A ſhort Sketch of the Cha- 
racer of ſuch as deſerve that Name, I ſhall now 
proceed to lay before you. 

-- Thoſe whom God hath accounted faithful, put 
into the Miniſtry, and intruſted with that which 
ſo nearly relateth to his own Glory, and ſo high- 
ly concerneth the eternal Salvation of Men's Souls, 
muſt take Heed to themſelves, and to all the, 
Flock over which the; Holy Ghoſt hath made them 
Overſeers, to feed the Church of God, which he 
hath purchaſed with his own Blood. They muſt 
: H diſſuade 


— — —— — —— — — — 


Maſter, and not Ex 
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diſſuade from Compliance with Sin, and perſuade 
to an hearty Acceptance of their Saviour. Their 
Sermons muſt not be the Children of their Brain, 
but the Work of their Souls, that they may ſerve 
their God with their Spirit in the Goſpel of his 
Son; and as true Veſſels of the Sanctuary, have 
within them a Savour of that Water of Life 
which they pour out to others. 

The Spring of their Motions, and the Princi- 
ple of all their Works, muft be Love to their 
pectation of any temporal Re- 
ward: They muſt never be ſo ſordidly foful, as 
to ſell their Dear Redeemer for a little 
Earth; to turn their Father's Houſe into an Houſe 
of Merchandize ; and to cry up their God, as the 
Epbeſians their Goddeſs, becauſe by that Craft they 
got their Wealth; but an unfeigned Affection to 
their bleeding Saviour, and tender Compaſſion to 
his bleſſed Members, ſhould be all the Oil to feed 
that Lamp where with they enlighten others in the 
Way to Life. 

The Ends of their Miniſtry ſhould be purely to 
exalt the glorious Name of their God, in the Con- 
verſion and Improvement of his choſen ones: 
They ſhould uſe Preaching as a Key to open Mens 
Hearts, that the —— of God, and the God of 

Truth 
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Truth may enter in. They muſt not divine for 
Money, nor through Covetouſneſs, with feigned 
Words, make Merchandiſe of ineſtimable Souls, or 

ſeek their own Profit, but the Profit of Many, 


that they might be ſaved, that they may preſent 
their People as a chaſte Virgin unto Chriſt, 


And becauſe the Work they are occupied about 


is great, as it is not for Man, but for the Lord, they 
muſt pray to be ſingularly gifted and endowed by 
their God, for the building of his Spititual Temple, 
and to be ſo thoroughly furniſhed unto every good 
Work, that they may, upon all Occaſions, bring 
out of their Treaſury Things both new and old. 


And ſince they are Stewards of the Myſteries of 
Chriſt, and it is required of Stewards that they be 


found faithful, they ſhould upon no Pretence be 
falſe to the Souls of their People, or daub with 
untempered Mortar, or ſow Pillows under Mens 
uneaſy Heads, for any Gain or Advantage, but be 
Sons of Conſolation to the Penitent, Sons of Thun- 
der to the Preſumptuous, knowing the Terrors of 
the Lord, they ſhould perſuade Men, and give to 
every one their particular and proper Portion in 


is wholeſome and ſuitable to their ſeveral Spiritual 
Conſtitutions ; and they ſhould ever have thoſe 
H 2 "Weeks 
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due Scaſon, and be careful to diſtribute Food that 
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Words of God, ſpoken by the Prophet Ezekiel, 
ſounding in their Ears, When T ſay unto the Wicked 
that he ſhall ſurely die, and thou giveſt him no 
Warning, nor ſpeabeſt to warn the Wicked from his 
wicked Way that he may live, the ſame wicked Man 
ſhall die in his Iniquities, but his Blood will I re- 
quire at thine Hand. 

They muſt not be obnoxious to the Cenſure of 
wicked and flothful Servants, but mind the Work 
of the Miniſtry, and make it appear, that both in 
the Preparation for, and Execution of their Office, 
that they labour in the Word and Doctrine, give 
Attendance to reading, meditate on thoſe Things, 
give themſelves wholly to them, that their profit- 
ing may appear unto all Men: They muſt work 
the Work of him that ſent in the Lord, improve 
all Opportunities to the utmoſt, and like Fuel 
conſume themſclves in burning, to warn the Spirit 
of the Saint, and thaw the frozen Heart of the 
Sinner. 

They ſhould be tenderly affected to all the Souls 
in their Charge, and apply to God with the greateſt 
Importunity, for a Bleſſing upon their moſt dili- 
gent Endeavours.in promoting their eternal Hap- 


And 
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And fince they are ſworn Soldiers of the Lord 
of Hoſts, whatſoever Trials and Tribulations they 
meet with in their holy Warfare ; whatſoever Dan- 
gers ſhall look them in the Face, they muſt never 
forſake their Captain, but endure Hardſhips as 
good Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, and be ready not 
only to be bound, but rather than deny him, to 
die for the Name of the Lord Jeſus. 

As to preaching of the Goſpel, they ſhould pre- 
pare for this Work diligently, earneſtly praying 
for the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit to enable 
them to open the Myſteries of Chriſt ; they ſhould 
ever handle this Weapon warily, not with a fu- 
rious Zeal condemning all who differ from them, 
but with Meckneſs and Reaſon endeavour to con- 
fute their Errors; they ſhould deliver the Meſſage 
of their God ſoberly, as may appear moſt for his. 
Glory, and their People's Good ; not with enti- 
cing Words of Man's Wiſdom, bet in the De- 
monſtration of the Spirit, and of Power : Their: 
Sermons ſhould be the Children of much Prayer, 
and, as Dew, be Heaven-born, that they may 
drop down upon their People, like Rain upon the 
thirſty Herb. They ſhould preach over every 
Sermon to their own Heart, before they preach. 
_ 
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them to their Hearers ; that ſpeaking feelingly, 
they may ſpeak the more effectually. 

They muſt never dare to adulterate the Word 
of God, but what they receive from the Lord 
they muſt deliver to Men: and feed all their 
Charge with the ſincere Milk of the Word, that 
they may grow thereby ; holding faſt to the Form 
of wholeſome Words, ever preſcribing thoſe tried 
and approved Receipts, which the great Phyſician 
has left them under his own Hand. And becauſe 
their Work is to touch and pierce their Hearers 
Hearts, and not to tickle and pleaſe ; they muſt 
preach a crucified Saviour in a crucified Stile. 

They muſt not fill their Sermons with a windy 
Pomp of Words; but by uſing all Plainneſs, and 
ſtooping to the loweſt Capacity, they ſhould be- 
come all Things to all Men, that they may ſave ſome ; 
that the Light of the glorious Goſpel may ſhine 
powerfully into the Hearts of all Men, 

They muſt not ſtrengthen the Hands of Sin- 
ners, nor afflict the Hearts of the Godly ; but be 
able to diſtinguiſh between the Vile and the Pre- 
cious, and accordingly give them their ſeveral 
Portions; Milk to Babes, and ſtrong Meat to 
ſtronger Men: lead their Sheep, as Jacob drove 
his Flock, as they were able to bear it; and rs 

4 Chriſt 
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2 taught his, as they were beſt able to hear 
im. 

They ſhould alſo preach powerfully; their Ser- 
mons ſhould be delivered with all imaginable Se- 
riouſneſs and Fervency, as containing Conditions 
of Life and Death. The Word is a Hammer, 
but it will never break the ſtony Heart, if lightly 
laid on; what is preached coldly, is heard care- 
leſly; they muſt therefore lift up their Voice like 
a Trumpet, and be ſo eaten up with the Zeal of 
God's Houſe, that they may preach ſo ſpiritually 
and effectually to their own Souls, and to others, 
that they may both ſave themſelves and them that 
hear them. 

In the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament, they 
muſt have an impartial Regard to the Fitneſs and 
Meetneſs of the Subjects, walking altogether by 
the Rule of Scriptures, never polluting that ſacred 
Ordinance, by giving it to prophane Perſons, or 
be ſo prodigal of their dear Saviour's Body and 
Blood, as to give theſe holy Things to Dogs, and 
to caſt theſe Pearls before Swine, who will tram- 
ple them under their Feet. 
their Flocks, and warn every one Night and Day 
with Tears; and not, as careleſs Non-Reſidents, 
expoſe 
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expoſe them to the Rage and Cruelty of the de- 
vouring Wolf, by their Abſence from them, or 
by their Negligence when preſent with them; ever 
having in Mind that ſtrict Command of St. Pau] 
to Timothy, IT charge thee, before God and the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, who ſhall judge the Quick and Dead 
at Lis appearing, and his Kingdom; Preach the 
Word, be inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, Re- 
prove, Rebuke, Exhort, with all Long-ſu ſuffering 


and DeArine. 
They muſt be as the Baptiſt, both a burning 


Light in their Sermons, and a ſhining Light in 


their Converſations, left their Works give the Lie 
to their Words, The Prieſts under the Law had 
their Urim and Thummim, ſignifying Purity of 
De#rine and Sanity of Life; typifying, that 
Preaching and Practice muſt go together. They 
ſhould therefore ſhew themſelves Patterns of good 
Works to their People; be ſuch Examples to Be- 
lievers in Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in 
Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, that they might be 
able to ſay to their Flock as St. Paul, Brethren, 
be Followers together of me, as I am of Chri, and 
mark them which walk as ye have me for an Ex- 
ample, 'Then might they turn many Sinners from 
the Errors of their Ways, ſave many Souls from 
Death, 
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Death, and hide a Multitude of Sins. And when 
God has enabled them, by his Spirit, to caſt down 
Imaginations, and high Things that exalted them- 
ſelves againſt the Knowledge of him, and to bring 
into Captivity many Sinners to the Obedience of 
Chriſt; they muſt not take the leaſt Honour to 
themſelves, but give God the Glory, and confeſs 
themſelves to be unprofitable Servants: Then can- 
not the Miniſtry be blamed, but they will approve 
themſelves to be the Miniſters of God. By the 
Rules I have laid down, I hope to govern my Ac- 
tions amongſt you; and intend, by the Aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Spirit, never to ſwerve from, and I 
beg you would pray to God with me to ſtrengthen 
theſe good Reſolutions, and that you would make 
all Prayer and Supplication for me, in the Spirit, 
that Utterance may be given unto me, that I may 
open my Mouth boldly, to make known the Myſtery of 

the Goſpel. And may the Confideration of the 

important Charge I have undertaken, and the Dif- 

ficulties that attend it, prevail with me to ſtir up 

the Gift of God that is in me, by diligent Study, 
aſſiduous Attendance on my Miniſtry, and above all, 
by continual Supplication and Prayer, conſidering 
always the Vows of God that are upon me, and 
ag "KY that 
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that I am not of myſelf ſufficient for theſe Things. 
May I charge myſelf with the Overſight of the 
Flock, as one who muſt render an Account of them; 
may every Sermon of mine be fraught with ſome 
pious Deſign, fitted for profiting the People in 
Wiſdom and Holineſs, and offered unto God for 
his Bleſſing. May I ſpeak as the Meſſenger of 
God, and as becometh the Majeſty of Divine 
Truth; very careful of being an Enſample to the 
Flock ; of humble and hearty Devotion in the 
Church, and of blameleſs and uſeful Converſation 
out of it; that I may ſtand before the Lord at the 
laſt Day, with Courage, and ſay, Behold, here I 
am, and the Children which thou haſt given me. 

And, Lord, whatſoever Dirt of Calumny ſhall 
be thrown in my Face, whatſoever Dart of Cru- 
elty ſhall be ſtuck in my Body, for keeping the 
Word of thy Patience in the Hour of Tempta- 
tion ; yet let none of theſe Things move me, nei- 
ther let me count my Life dear unto me, ſo that 
I may finiſh my Courſe with Joy, and the Mini- 
ſtry which I received of the Lord Jeſus, to 2 
fy the Grace of God. 

May I be ever doing Good ; act ſoberly and ad- 


viſedly, and pray conſtantly to my heavenly Lord 
5 and 
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and Maſter for Direction and Afliſtance : Finally, 
may I take Heed to myſelf, to my Doctrine, and 
to my Life; be watchful in all Things, endure 
Afflictions, make full Proof of my Miniſtry, do 
the Work of a faithful Paſtor ; and, may it pleaſe 
thee, O God of all Grace, to fill me with the 
Fruits of thy Spirit, that I may feed thy People 
with Knowledge and Underſtanding ; take the O- 
verſight of them, not by Conſtraint, but willingly ; 
not for filthy Lucre, but of a ready Mind ; not as 
being a Lord over God's Heritage, but as an En- 
ſample of the Flock, that I may both ſave myſelf 
and thoſe that hear me. 

And may the blefſed God pour out ſuch a Mea- 
ſure of his heavenly Grace upon you, that you 
may join with me in carrying on this great Work; 
may his Bleſſed Spirit ſo write his Law in your 
Hearts, as to inſpire you with ſuch a Contempt 
of worldly Things, that you may determine to 
follow none other but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
him crucified : And then, as we have both joined 
like Companions, Guides and Friends, to go into 
the Houſe of the Lord together here below, fo 
may we in Heaven, through the Merits of Chriſt, 
be for ever united in Love and Charity, in Peace 

I 2 and 
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and Glory, in the Beatifick Viſion of our God, 
and in the Everlaſting Arms of that Jeſus whom 
our Souls bave loved: So that when this Chief 
Shepherd ſhall again appear, we may all receive 
a Crown of Glory which fadeth not away. 


THE 
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AWARENING CALLS 
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GODS PROVIDENCE. 
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Mica vi. 9. 


The Lord's Voice crieth unto the City : 
Hear ye the Rod, and who hath ap- 


pointed it. 


F Love and Peace were mutually maintained, 
if Sin was unknown in the World, and 


Mankind lived in perfe& Purity and Inno- 
cence, then they would have no Nerd to be 


Fig 


uneaſy about Futurity ; but their principel Con- 
cern would be chearfully and thankfully to enjoy 
thoſe 
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_ thoſe Bleſſings which their gracious Creator ſhould 


beſtow upon them, 


Nay, farther, however depraved, however un- 
juſt, however ſinful Mankind might be, yet if 
there was no other Life after this, Reaſon would 
hinder them from giving themſelves any Diſquie- 
tude. They might then ſay, It is appointed for 
Men once to die, but after that there is nothing to 
hope for, nothing to fear: Let us, then, enjoy 
the preſent, let us taſte of every Flower of the 

Field, let us eat and drink, fer to-morrow we die. 
But far different is our Condition; inſtead of 
Peace and Union, Malice and Envy reign ; in- 
ſtead of Virtue and Innocence, the moſt enor- 
mous Wickedneſs, the moſt flagitious Crimes, are 
become our darling Pleaſures. Our Lives, indeed, 
are very ſhort, but then at the End of them we 
are to have an Eternity of Joy, or an Eternity of 
Deſpair. From thence proceed all our Diſquie- 
tudes, all our Uneaſineſſes. Every Morning we 
riſe from our Beds, uncertain are we whether we 
ſhall ever ſee its Dawn again ; every Night we lic 
down to Reſt, uncertain are we whether we ſhall 
not be carried from our Beds to the Grave, In 
ſhort, each Moment we live we are in Danger 
of 
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of dying, and by Death in Danger of periſhing 
eternally. 

Let us then endeavour ſo to number our Days, 
to think ſo juſtly, and ſo often upon their ſhort 
Duration, that we may apply our Hearts unto 
Wiſdom: And let us be continually making to 
ourſelves the following Reflections, I am mortal, 
and I am defigned for Eternity; I ſhall-die ſoon, 
and then the Sovereign Lord of the Univerſe, the 
Holy of Holies, will decide my Fate for Ever, by 
an irrevocable Sentence. To neglect this at any 
Time is Folly, is Inconſiderateneſs, is great Raſh- 
neſs; but when Divine Providence to ſave Man- 
kind even againſt their own Will, and to rouze 
them from their mad Negligence, lays naked be- 
fore their Eyes the Sword of his dreadful Venge- 
ance, when he makes its reiterated Blows to be 
heard near them, then ſtill obſtinately to ſhut 
their Eyes, to become deaf to all his inviting Calls, 
it is not Folly and Inconſiderateneſs, but it is ſuch 
a Perverſion of Reaſon, it is a Crime of ſo black 
a Dye, that no Name can be found bad enough 
for it; it is to league ourſelves againſt God with 
all t20ſe Enemies which ſurround us, and which 
ſolicit us to neglect him ; ; it is to plot with them 
our own Ruin ; it is to imitate thoſe deſperate 

Jraelites, 
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Tjraelites, who weary of hearing the Prophet 

Jeremiab always reproving them for their ſinful 

Ways, anſwered him in their Wrath, A. for the 

Word that thou haſt ſpoken unto us in the Name of 

the Lord, we will not hearken unto thee, but we 

will certainly do whatſoever thing goeth forth out 

ef our own Mouth, Jeremiah xliv. ver. 16, 17. 

And ver. 26, 27. The Prophet then returned 

them this Anſwer in the Perſon of God: Bebold 

T have fwworn by my great Name, ſaith the Lord, 

that my Name ſhall no more be named in the Mouth 

of any Man of Judah. Behold I will watch over 

them for Evil, they ſhall be conſumed. ” 
We, my Brethren, have been and Rill are 

under ſuch Circumſtances as require our greateſt 

Attention. The Voice of the Lord crieth and crieth 

unto the City ; it ſays unto us beware, hearken ; 

; and that we may hear him, he makes uſe of the 

| moſt awakening Events: He threatens, and find- 

| ing us averſe to his Calls, he lays before us the 

Puniſhment ; nay, he lays his Rod upon us to 

| force us to look up to him as the Author of all 

| that happens unto us. 

| God has called unto us, but we have not an- 

ſwered, we have been deaf to all Perſuaſions, re- 

fuſing, like the deaf Adder, to bear the Voice of 

| 4 * 
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the Charmer, charm be never ſo wiſely: He has 
been defirous to draw us with the Cords of a Man, 
with the Bands of Love, but we have been unjuſt 
enough to refuſe following him: By this Means 
we have provoked the Lord to Jealouſy, as if we 
were ſtronger than he; nay, even whilſt his Rod 
has been threatening us, -we have not obſerved an 
outward Form of Godlineſs, but have given our- 
ſelves up to work all manner of Wickedneſs with 
Greedineſs. He till calls upon us; let us be no 
more obſtinate, but liſten unto his Voice ; there is 
yet Time to obey him, but perhaps it is juſt now 
expiring: While, therefore, this Day. of Hope 
laſts, bear ye his Voice, and harden not your Hearts. 
Defpiſe not the Riches of his Forbearance and Long- 
Suffering, which lead you to Repentance, but im- 
mediately change your Conduct, for fear of trea- 
furing up to yourſelves, through your Impenitence 
and Hardneſs of Heart, Wrath againſt the Day of 
Wrath and Revelation of the mga Jager of 
God. 
Do not, therefore, deceive werben wich ſuch 
vain, ſuch fooliſh Reaſonings as theſe ; the Trem- 
bling of the Earth is ſtill, the Contagion amongſt 
the Cattle is now far off from us, we are ſeparated 
from it by Rivers and Mountains: Thus * N 
| K 
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thoſe incredulous Men in the Times of Noah ; thus 
reaſoned the rebellious Jews in the Times of the 
Prophets: But when obſtinate Sinners ſhall ſay, 
Peace and Safety, then ſudden Deſtrucion cometh 


tion them, and they ſhall not eſcape. How much 


better, therefore would it be to fay with the Pro- 


phet el, chap. ii. ver. 1, 2. Let all the Inbabi- 


tants of the Earth tremble, for the Day of the Lord 


cometh, for it is nigh at hand; a Day of Darkneſs 


and of Gloeminefs, @ Day of Clouds and of thick 
Darkneſ5. Ver. 16, 17. Aſſemble then the Elders, 
gather the Children, and thoſe that ſuck the Breafts, 
let the Priefts, the Miniſters of the Lord, weep be- 
tween the Porch and the Altar, and let them ſay, 
Spare thy People, O Lord! Amos, chap. ix. ver.. 
10. But all th:ſe ſhall die, which ſay the Evil fhall 
not overtake, nor prevent them, Nay, to awaken 
you out of your deceitful, dangerous Slumbers, I. 
will make uſe of the Prophet's Words, which he 
pronounced on the like Occafion : The Lord cal- 
led you to Weeping and Mourning, and behold Foy 


and Gladneſs; furely this Iniguity ſhall not be 
purged from you, till * die, ſaitb the Lord of 
Hoſts. 
Bat you will e ſay, gentle Peace has for 
fome Time bleſſed theſe Realms; the Trembling 

1 | 1 | of 
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of the Earth, though it was felt here, yet it did 
not open its Mouth to ſwallow us up; the Di- 
ſtemper amongſt the Cattle is not near us; the 
Peſtilence, though it does rage abroad, is not 
ſpread amongſt us; though we have heard the 
Thunder roll over our Heads, the Lightning is 
not hurled, the Angel of Death has not as yet ap- 
peared amongſt us, and perhaps never will. I 
grant it has not, nay, I wich it never may, as 
much as you can; but it is for that Reaſon that I 
preſs you to think of it, that I ſolicit you to have 


ſome Fear, that you may prevent it if poſſible, or, 
if it is inevitable, to prepare yourſelves for it whiiſt * 


you have Opportunity. Do you expect that the 
Judgments of God ſhould be ready to deſtroy you» 
to make you attend to them? And will you be 
ſuch Enemies to your Souls as to refuſe being 
careful of yourſelves in time? The only Comfort 
you could have in thoſe dreadful Extremities, 
would be to flatter yourſelves with the Sincerity 
of your Repentance, to perſuade yourſelves of the 
Truth of your Reconciliation :. But an unhappy 
Sinner / furprized. by a ſudden Death, which pre- 
ſents. itſelf to him in all its Horrors, can be in no 
Condition to diſcern whether it is bis Hatred for 
Sin 6 or the Fear 
of 
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of Damnation and the Thoughts of Divine Venge- 
ance, which cauſe all his Trouble, all his Uneaſi- 


neſs. Conceive, if poſſible, any Thing more 
dreadful than that of a dying Man expiring in 


this Uncertainty. And therefore what Hopes can 


we have, or rather what ought we not to fear 
for a Heart ſo hardened, ſo profane, ſo abandon- 
ed, as to be but little moved at the Thoughts of 
ſuch Terrors, and to delay preventing them! 
But you may ſtill ſay, the Trembling of the 
Earth has for ſome Time ceaſed, the Diſtemper 
amongſt the Cattle is far removed from us, the 
Peſtilence is in a far diſtant Country, we have 
as yet no Reaſon for Fear, we enjoy at preſent 
a perfect Tranquillity: I grant we do, but let us 
reaſon ſo much the more juſtly, as we reaſon the 
more quietly, May not the cruel Sword again 
be let looſe amongſt us? May not God for Sins 
again ſhake the Foundations of the Earth ? May 
not the Diſtemper amongſt the Cattle again viſit 
this Place of Eaſe and Plenty ? May not the de- 
ſtroying Peſtilence, which we have Reaſon to fear, 
and which has often ſpread itſelf through more 
diftant Countries, though it is at preſent far re- 


moved from us, be ſuffered to rage even _ to 
| W n ag 3 


For 


[ 69 ] 


For have we nothing to fear from ſuch num- 
berleſs Wretches who care neither for God or 
Man ? Have we nothing to fear from thoſe who 
make Gold their Idol, and Luxury their God, 
who to ſupport their Vanities or their Vices make 
no Scruple of reducing others to ſlighted Poverty? 
Have we nothing to fear from that Scandal, that 
Malice and Envy that ſo much prevails in the 
World? Have we nothing to fear from that 
Drunkenneſs, Adultery and Laſciviouſneſs, that 
Diſhoneſty, Deceit and Cruelty, which are ſo 
much praiſed amongſt all Ranks and Orders of 
People? Have we nothing to fear from that In- 
fidelity and Profaneneſs, that Neglect of God's 
Worſhip, thoſe horrid Oaths and Blaſphemies 
which are daily uttered in our Streets, which de- 
file the Land, and for which we ought to mourn 
in Sackcloth and Aſhes? And laſtly, have we 
nothing to fear from that Torrent of Iniquity, 
which like a Deluge, threatens an univerſal Ruin; 
that entire diſſolute Wickedneſs of the Age, which 
as the Biſhop of London juſtly obſerves, is a more 
dreadful Sign and Prognoſtication of divine Anger, 
than even the Trembling of the Earth undet us ? 
Theſe Overflowings of Ungodlineſs make me 
afraid ; Shall not the Land tremble for this, and 
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every one mourn that dwelleth therein? Surely 
theſe Sins, like Abel's Blood, cry unto the Lord 
for Vengeance; ſurely God will wifit for theſe 
Things, ſurely he will be avenged on ſuch a Nation 
as this, unleſs we confider that the Long-ſuffering 
of God is a Call to Repentance. Let us not 
amuſe ourſelves then with flattering Suppoſitions, 
which hinder us from hearing the Lord's Voice 
which crieth ; but let us be attentive to the Rod 
which threatens us, and which has often ſmitten 
ſo many others who were 'no more guilty thah 
ourſelves: And let us confider more nearly the 
Nature of theſe Judgments which we have already 
felt, and which we have ſtill Reaſon to fear, 

God has for ſome Time been warning us of the 
Danger that our Sins expoſe us to; it is not long 
ſince a foreign War and civil Broils threatened no 
leſs than the Ruin of our dear Country, when 
the Hands of the Violent were imbrued in the 
Blood of their Neighbours. Lately have the Foun- 
dations of the Earth been ſhaken, God's Artillery 
was drawn out againſt us, and it was of the Lord's 
Mercies that we were not conſumed : And ſhould 


we again provoke him by our Impenitence to viſit 


us in his Anger, he may cauſe the Ground to 
cleave aſunder that is under us, and the Eatth to 


open 
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open her Mouth and ſwallow us up, ſo that we 
ſhall go down alive into the Pit, and be deftroyed 
ſuddenly, and that without Remedy. Within 
theſe few Months we have ſorely felt his inflicting 
Hand; he in whom all our Wiſhes were centered, 
all our gayeſt Hopes were placed; he whom his 
Enemies, if Enemies there could be, at a Di- 
ſtance feared, his Friends, the whole Nation, with 
Tenderneſs loved; FREDERICK, the Great, 
the Good, is ſnatched from our longing Eyes: 
Even Virtue's Friend is dead. And ſhould the 
Lord, for our Sins, cut off the reſt of the Bran- 
ches from the Royal Stock, then might Terror 
and Diſtreſs be permitted to reign in our Borders ; 
then might we fall a Sacrifice to our felleſt Ene- 
mies, become @ laughing Stock to our Neighbours, 
a Bye-Word and a Reproach to all that are round 
about us, Nay, even now is the Lord cutting off 
the Herd from the Stall, by a Diſtemper that 
ſeems to baſſle all human Art; perhaps this is but 
the Fore- runner of ſome more dreadful Judg - 
ment, which be is bringing. forth out of the 
Treaſures of his Wrath, unleſs we prevent him 
by our Repentance. Perhaps the Decree is ſigned, 
the Angel of Death coming forth, and the ſtalk 
ing Peſtilence, which at preſent rages with ſo 
at fi much 
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much Violence abroad, ſuffered to ſpread here its 
baleful Influence among the Sons of Men; and if 
ſuch Deſtruction ſhould be permitted to walk 
abroad, if the Hand of God ſhould lie heavy up- 
on you, then to whom could you ſeek for Re- 
ſuge, upon whoſe Aſſiſtance could you depend, 
upon whom could you call for Help in your Di- 
ſtreſs? Then thy Life ſhall hang in Doubt before 
thee, and thou ſhall fear Day and Night, and 
ſhalt have none Aſſurance of thy Life. In the Morn- 
ing thou ſhalt ſay, Would God it were Even; and 
at Even thou ſhalt ſay, Would God it were Morn- 
ing, for the Fear of thine Heart wherewith thou 
ſhalt fear, and for the Sight of thine Eyes which 
thou fhall ſee. Deut. chap. xxviii. ver. 66, 67. 
Wailing ſhall then be in all Streets, and they ſhall 
ſay in all the Highways, Alas! Alas! In this ter- 
rible Situation to whom could you addreſs your- 
ſelf? For all Remedies then miſcarry, the - very 
Air becomes infectious, and you are left without 
Help, without Succour, without Comfort ; for 
this dreadful Scourge has no Reſpect of Perſons; 
the Phyſicians themſelves die, the Prieſts fall down 
dead, and the Magiſtrates are no more: All Sure- 
ty is turned into Rapine, all Order into Confu- 


ſion; 3 is denied, you are forced to periſh in 


the 
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the midſt of the Contagion. Or if the Sinner 
endeavoured his Eſcape, there is no Place ſo ſtrong 
or ſo diſtant, but the Lord could reach him with 
his Almighty Arm, nor could the Workers of Ini- 
quity avoid his diſcerning Eye: Should they fake 
the Wings of the Morning, and remain in the ut- 
termoſ Parts of the Sea, Pſalm cxxxix. verſe 8. 
even there he will lay hold of them; for though 
Hand join in Hand, the Wicked ſhall not go un- 
puniſbed. Confider, then, while you have Op- 
portunity; Hear ye the Rod, and who hath ap- 
pointed it. Let us, to prevent the Evils with 
which he threatens us, call upon God, and be may 
fill hear our Cry, (Plalm cxly.) for be is flow fo 
Anger, and of great Gobdneſs ; bis Mercy it over 
all bis Works. He lays the Sword of Juſtice be- 
fore our Eyes, to oblige us to ſecure ourſelves 
from its Blows. Repent and turn yourſelves, there- 
fore, from all your Tranſgreſſions, fo Iniquity ſhall 
not be your Ruin. Ezek. xviii. verſe 30. Thoſe 
Judgments which we have Reaſon to fear, may 
yet be turned away from us, and we have the 
Means in our own Hands; it is Repentance that 
muſt hold his up- lifted Arm: Let every one of us 
then ſet upon an Amendment of their own Lives, 
and heartily aſk God Forgiveneſs for whatever 
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they find amiſs in their own Hearts, and with the 
humble Publican ſmite their Breaſts, and fay, 
Lord, be merciful to me a. Sinner ; let us turn un- 


. to the Lord aur God, and be will haue Mercy upon 


us, and our Sins and Iniquities be. will. remember 
no more; and let us open our Eyes to ſee, before it be 
foo late, the Things which belong to. our Salvation. 
I am perſuaded that there is not ene in this 
Congregation, for it is nat poſſible far me to 
think otherwiſe ; I am perſuaded, there is not one 
who would not count it a very great Happineſs to 
have ſome Months before they die to examine the 
State of their Souls. And yet they ane not cer- 


tain they ſhall be alive a few Months. hence; it is 


even probable that ſome of you, at. leaſt, will be 
no more. Nay, ſhould God for our Sins let 


| loofe his ſore Judgments. againft us, ſhould he 


permit the Contagion, which at preſent rages on- 
ly among the Cattle, to. ſeize. on. Mankind, per- 
haps moſt of you whg now. hear me, will be laid 
low. in the Duſt, and be fed. on by. the Worms 
ſoon. Have then ſome Pity, on. yourſelves; think 
on: the One Thing neceſlary :. In, the Name of 
God, eonſider your latter End. Who is wife ? and 
he ſhall underfland theſe Things? I bo is prudent ? 
and be ſhall. know- them, for the Ways of the Lord 


IS are 
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are right, an the Put fhall walk in them. But 
if your own Lives are not worth your Pains, if 
yout own worldly Intereſt, if the Intereſt of your 
own Souls cannot prevail with you to amend your 
Ways, and vaſt off your Tranigreſons, yet if 
ever human Miſeries touch your Souls, if ever 
tender Pity lives in your Breaſts, out of Concern 
for your Neighbour's Welfare, for the Sake of 
your loving Friends, in Commpaſſion to your dear, 
dear Children, your helpleſs Babes, and to pre- 
vent that 'univerſal Defolation which your Sins 
ſeem to forbode, do not delay one Moment to 
hearken to the Lord's Voice which crieth unto 
you; do not defer to uſe your utmoſt Endeavouts 
to gain thoſe Diſpolitions that are nebeſſary to your 
Salvation ; which indeed are difficult for the Sin- 
ner to acquire, but which, however, muſt be pro- 
_ cured, or you will periſh eternally. 

Think, then, ſeriouſly of this Duty, and earneſt- 
ly apply yourſelves to the Practice of it ; it is very 
dangerous to delay this Work, and very difficult, 
not to {ay impoſſible, to fucceed in it in the midſt 
of theſe Afflictions that ſoddenly come upon us: 
And daily Expeticnce, if we would but attend to 
it, would convince us of this Truth. How often 
have People after a Fit of Illneſs, in which they 

| "EW have 
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have implored the Mercy of God; in which they 
have made all the good Reſolutions poſſible, re- 
newed all their Vices with their Health ? If they 
had died in that State, we ſhould have had ſome 
Hopes of their Repentance ; but what was it? All 
Illuſion, a Cloud driven away by the Wind, a 
Tree without Fruit. If they had died, I am afraid 
they would have lift up their Eyes in Hell. If 
you would avoid this Danger, your Repentance 
muſt be very different from this. For as ſoon as 
you ſhall apply yourſelves ſeriouſly to your Con- 
verſion, you will find you have a right Eye to 
pluck out, a right Hand to cut off, many darling 
Habits to break; for it is no eaſy Undertaking, 
neither is it the Work of a Moment, or to be 
executed in a few Days, with whatever Zeal you 
ſet about it: But you ſhould engage in it, while 
you have Opportunity, while you have Strength. 
and Vigour to carry it on; and when Perſeverance, 
and Grace which animates and accompanies Perſe- 
verance, has made you victorious, you will find 
great Satisfaction in having conquered your Luſts, 
and would not have it to begin again, would not 
return to your former ſinful Life, for all the emp- 
ty Pleaſures this World can afford. 
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Free yourſelves, therefore, from every dange- 
rous Habit, lay afide every Weight, and the Sin 
which ſo eafily beſets you ; and when you have any 
Time to ſpare from your wordly Callings, em- 
ploy it in examining the State of your Souls, and 
apply yourſelves to enrich them with ſome new 
Light, with ſome new Degree of Virtue ; then will 
you advance faſter in the Work of your Salvation, 
and with a Satisfaction far greater than any you 
have ever experienced before in your happieſt 
Days ; you will perceive, with Rapture, Eternity 
advance. and approach to you, as you approach 
to that ; you will be Strangers to all Trouble and 
Perplexity, no more the Sport of your giddy Paſ—- 
fions ; but you will enjoy a Tranquillity that will 
every Day become more ſteddy, and poſſeſs more 
from Day to Day, in whatever State you are in, 
your Souls in Patience; you will be defirous of li- 
ving, becauſe Life will give you Opportunities of 
glorifying your Creator with your Poſſeſſions; you 
will die with Pleaſure, becauſe Death would (hew 
God nearer to you : By this Means you are pre-- 
pared for every Event. You will not be afraid of 
the Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſs, nor for the 
Sickneſs that deſtroyeth in the Noon- Day. Should 
« thouſand fall at your Right-hand, and ten thou- 

fand 
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fand at your Left, Pſalm xci. 6, 7. you would 
mourn their unhappy Fate, but will not be terri- 
fied at it, for the Lord will be with you, and he 
that raiſed up Jeſus from the Dead, will alſo 
quicken your mortal Bodies, by bis Spirit that 
dwelleth in you. Rom. viii. 11. 27a, the you walk 
thro" the Valley of the Shadow of Death, you wil! 
fear no Evil. Pſalm xxiit. 4. Neither Tribulation, 
nor Diſtreſs, nor Perſecution, nor Famine, nor Peril, 
nor Sword, nor Death, nor Life, mor Things pre- 
ſent, nor Things to come, would be able to ſepa- 
rate you from the Love of God which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord. Rom. viii. Nay, when it ſhould 
pleaſe God to call you hence, you will be ena- 
bled chearfully to ſay with the bleſſed Simeon, in 
Luke ii. 29, 30. Lord, now letteſt thou thy Ser- 
vant depart in Peace, for mine Eyes have ſeen thy 
Salvation. 

Thus have I laid before you the great, the im- 
portant Duty of hearkening to the Calls of Provi- 
dence, and ſhewn you ſome of the moſt effectual 
Methods of performing it, in order to influence 
your future Conduct. Would to God that all 
that bear me this Day would reſolve to follow 

l theſe plain, but uſeful Leſſons, as fully as I have 
| treated them; and give a remarkable Inſtance of 
your 
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your Compliance with the Direction of the Text 
by an immediate Amendment of your Lives, by 
letting it work out a Salvation not to be repented 
of. So will you have the Satisfaction of entitling 
yourſelves to be meet Partakers of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and give me the inexpreſſible Pleaſure 
of being congratulated, when we all meet in yon- 
der Bleſſed Manſions above, for ſaving both yours 
and my own Soul. 


And now, my Brethren, I commend you all to 
God, and to the Word of his Grace: May be make 
you perfect in every good Work, to do bis Will, 
working in you that which 1s well-pleafing in his 
Sight, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be Glory fer 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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thoſe Means which his almighty Goodneſs has or- 
dained ; we deny free Juſtification by Chriſt alone, 
and endeayour to work out our own Salvation by 
our own Merits, by our own vain. and finful 
Doings ; but this is to deny the Lord that bought 
us, and make the Promiſes of God of none Effed , 
for we are not the Children of God becauſe we 
have done the Works of the Law, but by Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt. - The Law may humble us, may 
ſhew us our Sinfulneſs, and prepare us to receive 
a Saviour, but it cannot form in us a new Na- 
ture, by it we cannot be born again, it can- 
not make us righteous, or the- Children of God, 
This is the Work of Faith alone. For ye are all the 
Ghildren God by Faith in Chriſt Fu. Now 
by being the Children of God, is to be under- 
ſtood that God will not impute Sin to our Con- 
demnation ; that we are actually in the Favour 
of God, and accounted righteous ; that all out 
Sins are covered, pardoned and blotted out, and 
we are entitled to eternal Life; in ſhort, we are! 
juſtified in God's Sight. This being premiſed, I 
ſhall bumbly ene to thew, + 


f 


I. Firf, That this Juſtification is ie 
only, and ſolely by Faith, not by our own. 
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Works, but by the Obedience and Death of 
Jeſus Chriſt. N | 
II. Secondly, I ſhall make an * from 
the Whole. 


And do Thou, O Blefled Spirit of God, who 
moved on the great Deep, ſo influence all our 
Hearts, that we may be endeavouring to promote 
the Salvation of our Souls, while we are con- 
ſidering, 


I. Fir, The Neceſſity there is for our being 
juſtified, Now this will appear from the Confi- 
deration of both our Original and Actual Sins. 
And firſt, as to Original Sins. God gave to 
Adam, as our Head or Repreſentative, a Cove- 
vant ; this Covenant he Tonſented to, he actually 

the Terms and Conditions of it, nor 
only for himſelf, but his natural Poſterity. Had 
he kept this Covenant, we, as his Children, ſhould 
have reaped the Advantages of it, and conſequent- 
ly, fince he broke it, we are all involved in his 
Guilt, and become obnoxious to the Wrath of 
God; we are all become ſubje& to the Imputa- 
tion of Adam's Fall, both for the Guilt and 
Tranſgreſſion. To ſtrengthen this Aſſertion, let 


* 
. 


* rally is engendered of the Offspring of Adam, 
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us conſider the Judgment of the Church upon 
this Head; we are. told in the Homily gn the Miſery 
of Man, That we are caſt into a miſerable Cap- 
*« tivity, through the Envy of the Devil, by break- 
ing of God's Commandments in our firſt Parent 
„Adam. Now this muſt be underſtood of Alam 


as our Repreſentative, and therefore when he broke 
God's Commandment, we are ſaid to break it in 
him, and his Crime becomes ours by Imputation. 
And in another Homily it is ſaid, © As in Adam 
all Men finned univerſally, ſo in Adam all 
* Men: univerſally received the Reward of Sin.“ 
So that not only the Sin, but the Reward of Sin, 
is here charged upon all Mankind, as having been 
guilty in Adam. I might produce many more 
Paſſages to the ſame Purpoſe, but this I. ſhall wave 
at preſent, and bring the Teſtimony, of the. Ninth 
Article, which faith thus, © Original Sin ſtandeth 
not in the following of Adam, (as the Pelagians 
<« do vainly talk) but it. is the Fault or Corrup- 
« tion of the Nature of every Man, that natu- 


« whereby Man is very far gone from Original. 
* Rightwanſnals, and in of Us. owe Nature in- 
e clined to Evil, ſo that the. Fleſh luſteth always. 
** contrary to _e_ and therefore in every 
4 & Perſon 
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c erſon born into the World, it deſerveth God's 
*© Wrath and Damnation.” There are many Pla- 
ces alſo in our Liturgy, which plainly affert the 
ſame Doctrine; but paſſing over all others, I hall 
mention only two, the firſt is at the Beginning of 
the Baptiſmal Office, 'Dearly Beloved, foraſ- 
„ much as all Men are conceived and born in 
Yin,” The other is in the Carechifm, where 
the Queſtion is avked, *** What is the inward and 
*« fpiritual Grace?“ And the Anſwer is, A 
Death unto Sin, and a new Birth unto Righ- 
i teotſnefs ; for being by Nature born in Sin, ant 
the Children of Wrath, we are hereby made the 
'«*Thitdren of Grace. Numberleſs are the Texts 
in Scripture, that might be brought for the Con- 
Srmation of this Truth, but I refer you to St. 
Pauls Epiftles, where you will find atnple Prook 
of this Doctrine, and ſnall only mention the 22th 
and 14th Verſes of the ʒth Chapter of St. Paulis 
Epiſtle to the Romans. Wherefore, ſays he, as by 
ane Man Sin emered into the World, an Death 
Þy Sin, and fo Death paſſed upon u Men, for 
That all have finned. Neverthdleſs, Death reigned 
from *Atlam to "Moſes, even over them that had nor 


Jon. 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, 1 ſhall now proceed to the Confidera- 
tion of our Actual Sins. God has given us a 
Law to which he requires Obedience, but that we 
have broken this Law, daily Experience too ſadly 
convinces us. For the Imaginations of our Thoughts 
are only evil continually : There is no Man that 
liveth and ſinneth not: In many Things we offend 
all. James iii. 20. Even the juſt Man falleth ſe- 
ven Times a Day: The carnal Mind is Enmity to 
the Law of God, and they that are in the Fleſb 
cannot pleaſe God. Romans viii. 7, 8. And if we 
are thus guilty in God's Sight, we have Need of 
Forgiveneſs, for He has declared, that the Soul 
that finneth is under the Curſe, and ſhall ſurely 
die. And therefore, unleſs we find out ſomething 
to appeaſe God's Juſtice, we ſhall periſh eternally. 
Who then can deliver us from the Body of this 
Death? What can appeaſe God's Wrath, for both 
our Original and Actual Sins? We are all con- 
ceived and born in Sin, Pal. li. 5. and are pollu- 
ted from our Mother's Womb, and have often 
violated God's holy Laws, the Breach of the leaſt 
of which is threatened with eternal Puniſhment ; 
For in the Day that thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt 
ſurely die. Gen. ii. 17. Not only thy Body ſhall 
have the Seeds of Death in it, but thy Soul alſo 


ſhall 
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ſhall begin to die, and to be ſeparated from me. 
"How then can we reconcile ourſelves to God? 
By Works? No; by no Means: For by the Lau 
"ſhall no Man living be juſtified, for by the Law 
"cometh - the Knowledge of Sin, as St. Paul 

in Rom. iii. 20. How then ſhall we appear before 
the Lord? How ſhall ſuch vile; ſinful Duſt and 
"Aſhes as we, appeaſe the Almighty God ? Not by 
any thing that we can do, nor by the Mediation 
of any Man, or Angel. Oh! wretched Men that 
we are! Who. (hall deliver us from: the Bondage 
of Sin? Who ſhall preſent us to offended Juſtice? 
Who ſhall give us Favour in the Preſence of the 


Great God, and Pure God? Even our Lord Jefus 


-Chriſt ; even He - will Julify vs in der, Sight, 
Which brings me to conſider, | 


A = } 
II. Serondly, That Kane is ; obtained only 
by Faith, not by our own Works, but by the O. 
Wer and Death of Jeſus Chriſt. 

- The Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith, is what 
elagh'ts/ give. —— — finful 
Man; to the Belicf of which, one would" ima- 
'gine, there ſhould need bat little Perſuaſion : But 
Man, proud Man, is for: ſetting up 2 

neſs of his on, and vil not be el by the Hl 
C N of 
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of God. This was the Caſe of our firſt Parents : 
. They were placed, almoſt, in a State of Perfec- 
tion; ſo perſect, that God declared Ir was very 
good. Only one Command was laid upon them, 


uneaſy under that one Reſtraint, and forgot all 
that God had done for them ; they endeavour to 
ſet up a Kingdom of their own; they wander 
far from their Maker; and Pride, by the Inſtiga- 
tion of Satan, fills them with a Defire of worldly 
Knowledge; of this forbidden Tree they taſte, 
and ſubject themſelves to the Wrath of the AL 
mighty: But no ſooner had they tranſgreſſed the 
Divine Command, no ſooner did they reflect on 
the Heinouſneſs of their Crime, but they are filled 
with Horror, at the diſtant Approach of an angry 
God. The Reward of their Sin was too heavy 
for them to bear; Death, even eternal Death, was 
threatened againſt them, and their Poſterity, and 
they could find nothing to put off the dreadful 
Sentence: But the Lord bimſelf in the midſ of 
Fudgment remembers Mercy; and at the fame 
Time that he pronounces Sentence on the Offen- 
ders, he camforts them with the Promiſe of him 
that ſhould perfect their Reconciliatiop ; not only 
fGays,. The Serpent, the Devil, ball bruiſe the Heel 
i oy” 0 
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of the Woman's Seed, but adds alſo, That her Seed, 
that is, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall bruiſe the 
Head, or in other Words, entirely deſtroy the 
Power of the Serpent, Gen. iti, Thus not any 
Works that Adam could perform was to regain 
the Favour of God, but Faith in the promiſed 
Seed, Jeſus Chriſt : It was ſufficient to wget 
Goodneſs that he was miſerable: and helpleſs, and | 
therefore he not only accepts of a Reconciliation, 
but he himſelf, of his own free Grace, applies it 
to his Soul ; ſo that it is not by Works, but by 
Faith, that we are reconciled to God; nor, in- 
deed, can it be otherwiſe; for, alafs! we are ſinful 
Duſt and Aſhes, we are tainted both with Original 
and Actual Sins; we are ſbapen in Witkedneſs; 
and in Sin hath our Mother conceived «s. Pſalm 
li. 5. And we are daily committing numberleſs 
Offences againſt our almighty Father : And how 
ſhall ſuch pollated Creatures as we, do that which 
is Holy, Juſt, and Good? In us dwelleth no good 
thing; for the Good we would, woe do nor; but the 
Evil which ur would not,” that we do. Rom. vii. 
18, 19. And how ſhall we become clean in the 

Sight of Heaven ? How ſhall we atone for all our 
Offences? How ſhall we Sinners be juſtified at 
the Throne of Grace? Not by our own Works, 
N 2 — 
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for they are evil; but by Faith in Him, who wes 
delivered for our Offences, and was raiſed again 
for our Fuflification. Rom. iv. 2 5. Beſides, if we 
confider the Extent of the Law of Works, we 
ſhall eaſily perceive that we cannot be juſtified by 
it ; for the Law requires an unſinning Obedience, 
we muſt not break it in any one Point, for if 
we offend in any one Point, we are guilty of the 
Whele. But who is there that ever kept the whole 
Law? Who can ſay He has loved the Lord his 
God with all bis Heart, with all his Soul, and 
with all his Strength; and his Neighbour as him- 
felf? Who can ſay he has prayed without ceafing, 
and done all things ſolely for the Glory of God? 
Not one: There is none righteous, no not one. 
Rom. iii. 10, We are altogether abominable ; there 
is none that underflandeth, there is none that ſeek- 
eth after Gad. Verſe 11. And was he extreme 
to mark what is done amiſs, none could abide it. 
Therefore we cannot be juſtified by the Law, be- 
cauſe we have not, neither can we fulfil it, that 
being only poſſible in a State of Perſection; but 
only by Faith are we counted righteous, 

Beſides, when we ſet up our own Righteouſ- 
neſs in Oppoſition ta the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
we derogate greatly from God's Glory, and 

proudly 
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proudly take from him the Means of our Re- 
demption, for God is in Chrift reconciling us to 
Himſelf, but we preſumptuouſly endeavour, though 
vainly endeavour, to work out our own Salvation, 
and ſtrive to make God a Liar ; we would be our 
own Reconcilers, and caſt God far behind us: But 
alaſs! thoſe that have acted after this manner, have 
in the End found him a conſuming Fire; and ſuch 
will he always be to thoſe that refuſe his eaſy Yoke, 
and throw oft his light Burden ; for he is found a 
Saviour of them only who accept of his appointed 
Means of Grace; jo that not by our own Works are 
we juſtified, but (Verſe 24,) freely by his Grace, 
through the Redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
to this is the Opinion of our Church, 
numberleſs are the Paſſages in the Homilies to this 
Purpoſe ; the Homily on the Salvation of Man 
hath theſe Words, St. Paul declareth here no- 
<« thing upon the Behalf of Man concerning his 
© Juſtification, but only a true and lively Faith. 
And in the third Part of the Homily it is ſaid, 
We be juſtified by Faith in Chriſt caly, z. e. 
e put our Faith in Chriſt, that we be juſti- 
e fied by him only, that we be juſtified by God's: 
free Mercy, and the Merits of our Saviour 
** Chriſt only, and by no Virtue or * Works 
cc of 
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* of our own that is in us, ot that we can be 
c able to have, or to do, for to deſerve the ſame: 
** Chriſt himſelf only being the Cauſe meritorious 
ce thereof.” Here, then, our own Works and 
Merits are entirely paſſed by, and Chriſt made 
the meritorious Cauſe of our Juſtification, And 
to this agrees the eleventh Article of our Church: 
„We are accounted righteous before God only 
e for the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
“ Chriſt, by Faith, and not for our own Works, 
or Deſervings. Wherefore that we are juſtified 
**© by Faith only, is a moſt wholeſome Doctrine, 


and very full of Comfort, as more largely is 
n expreſſed in the Homily of Juſtification.” 


In our Liturgy, alſo, we are ſaid to put not 
our Truſt in any Thing that we do ; that we lean 
only upon the Hope of God's heavenly Grace; and 
that, without him we are not able to pleaſe him. 
Nay, all our Works that do not proceed from 
Faith has the Nature of Sin, as the Scriptures te- 
ſtifie, Whatfoever is not of Faith is Sin; and to 
this agrees our thirteenth Article: Works done 
before the Grace of Chriſt, and the Inſpiration 


of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, foraſ- 
** much as they ſpring not of Faith in Jeſus 


*« Chriſt ; neither do they make Men meet to te- 
4 | * Cclve 
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* ceiwve Grace, or (as the School Authors ſay) 
* deſerve Grace of Congruity; yea rather, for 
< that they are not done as God hath willed and 
* commanded them to be done, we doubt not 
but they have the Nature of Sin.” 

Far the farther Confirmation of this Dockine, 
I ſhall beg Leave to add a few Texts of Scripture, 
and then proceed to my Application. And the 
ficſt I (hall mention is in St. Paul's Epiſtle to the 
Romans, chap. iv. ver. 5. To him that worketh nat, 
but belieueth on him that juſt eth the Ungodly, bis 
Faith is counted for Righteouſneſs. Here we ſee 
that he that worketh not, but believes in Chriſt, 
is juſtified before God. Another Text that I ſhall 
mention is in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, chap, ii. 
ver. 8, g. By Grace are ye ſaved, through Faith, 
and that not of yourſelves, it is the Gift of God : 
Nat of Works, left. any Man. ſhould beaft. Here 
the Apoſtle excludes all Works or Merits in our- 
ſelves, and makes our Salvation depend on the free 
Gift of God, that we may have nothing to boaſt 
of, but may come to him by Faith only. And 
our Saviour ſpeaking to Nicademus, St. Job. iii. 16. 
ſays, God fo loved the World that be gave. bis only 
begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſtould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. So that 


cver- 


everlaſting Life is not to be gained by good 
Works, but by believing on the Son of God. 
Our Saviour here, therefore, ſhews that we are 
juſtified by Faith in him. Another Paſſage that 
I ſhall mention is in St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Ga- 
latians, chap. ii. ver. 15, 16. We who are Jews by 
Nature, and not Sinners of the Gentiles, Know- 
ing that a Man is not juſtified by the Works of the 
Law, but by the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, even we 
bave believed in Jeſus Chriſt, that we might be 
juſtified by the Faith of Chrift, and not by the 
Works of the Law : For by the Works of the Law 
fhall no Fleſh be juſtified. Theſe Words 

from the Mouths of experienced Chriſtians, who 
had before truſted to the Law to gain Life and 
Heaven by it, who had reſted in the Law, and 
made their Boaſt of God, who as touching the 
Righteouſneſs which is in the Law, were blameleſs ; 
yet theſe Jews were afterwards convinced of Sin, 
and the Depravity of their Nature, and the in- 
ſafficiency of the Law, and fled from its Precepts 
to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Now if by the Law 
they could have been counted righteous, Paul 
and the Jews would have known it, who' were 
brought up amongſt the ſtricteſt Sect: But theſe 
as ſoon as they knew the * left the Law, 2 


to 
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to go to Chriſt to be juſtified by him, and not by 
their Works. If then, theſe holy Men deſpaired 
of Life by Works of the Law, and fled to Chriſt, 
we are juſtified by the Faith of Chriſt, and 
not by Works of the Law. For ye are all the 
Children of God by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. If 
therefore we ſeek for Life by our own Merits, if 
we endeavour to work out our own Salvation, 

and will not ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
in vain will be all our Labours; Diſquietudes and 
Uneaſineſs will ever attend us here, and everlaſt- 
ing Miſery will be our Portion hereafter ; no Peace 
of Mind, no pleaſing Hope, will God vouchſafe 
us here, but we ſhall go out of the World in ut- 
ter Deſpair, calling upon the Rocks to cover us, 
and the Mountains to hide us from the Wrath of 
the Lamb in whom we would not believe, and 
who ſhall then ſentence us to utter Darkneſs 


where ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth fer 
ever and ever. 


But I now proceed to make an Application, 
Is Juſtification by Faich in Chriſt only? This 


ſhould admoniſh the Self-Righteous to take heed 
of ſeeking it in himſelf, of working Righteouſ- 
neſs to appeaſe the Juſtice. of God; For by this 

O Means 


with yourſelf, and weigh well this great Article, 
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Means, you deny: the Righteouſnels of Chriſt; 
you do Defiance to that which is of God, and make 
Chrift become of none Effet to you. O reflect 


od love ts bs eng chan in GBs, 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt, You are as an. unclean 
Thing; all ycur Righteoufneſſes are as filthy Rags, 
and you are wretched, and miſerable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked : But come to Chriſt, and 
he will give you Sight, he will ſhew you the In- 
ſufficiency. of your own Works, and you will be 
juſtified before God. 

Since we are juſtified by Faith, 0 ye hardened 
Sinners, lay hold on this appointed Means of 
Grace before it be too late, and the Door be ſhut 
againſt you; ſtedfaſtly behold the Lord Jeſus - 
Chriſt, and turn not away your Eyes from him: 
Humbly approach the Throne of Grace, and God 
will not caſt you out; firmly believe in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and apprehend him by Faith, and 
he will receive you into his Arms. 

Are we the Sons of God by Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt? How ought this, ye juſtifed, ye whom 
the Lord has redeemed, to raiſe your Thankful- 
neſs to your almighty Creator! When no Eye pi- 


tied you, to do any of theſe Things that ſhould 


4 5 ſave 
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Gave you from Death, then did Chriſt love you, 
and give himſelf for you; and ben be ſaw you 
in your Blood, de Jaid unte you, Live. O ſhew 
done for you, in everlaſting Hallelujabs of Praile 
and Thankſgivings. You enjoy a Peace of Goa, 
which paſſerh all Underſtanding ; you have caſted 
how good and gracious the Lord is: Go bome, 
therefore, to thy Friends, and tell them bow great 
Things God hath done for thy Saul; let all the 
World know by thy Obedience to all his Com- 
mands, the Greatneſs of tbe Gift that the Lord 
hath beſtowed upon yau : Give up all thy Aſſec- 
tions to him, and be longing for that happy Time 
when. he alen you do hit, B. 
0 e 


3 A0 then e 4 
by Faith in Fejus Chrift, come all to this Pool and 
| be waſhed clean; Hear the Voice of the Son of 
God, calling you from the Grave of Sin, and come 
forth. Believe, and your Sins are forgiven ; ac- 
knowledge thine Iniquities, and the Guilt ſhall be 
taken away. But, ye Neglectors of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Haw fall ye eſcape if ye neglec# ſo great Salva- 
tion | You are at preſent in a State of Condemna- 

02 tion 


tion, becauſe ye have not believed in the only 
begotten Son of God. O awake ye careleſs Sin- 
ners, and ariſe from the Dead, and Chrif 
ſhall give you Light, We hear of many when 
Chriſt landed from the Ship, ready with Joy 
to receive him; O would to God you were 
all now as ready to receive him in your Hearts; 
then ſhould your Robes be waſhed and made white 
in the Blood of the Lamb, and you be made to ſtand 
before the Throne of God : Look up, then, to the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the Sins of the 
World, St. John i. 29. and believe that you have 
Redemption through his Blood, and you fhall be 
ſaved; Shew the Sincerity of your Faith by your 
Works ; Let it be a Faith that worketh by Love; 
that purifies the Heart, and keeps the Command- 
ments of God. This is a ſaving Faith; it will give 

you Peace, and Joy, and Comfort here, and ever- 
laſting Happineſs in the Preſence of God for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


: 11 

NECESSITY 
5 i ny | 

LIFE of FAITH. 


”—— 


Hes. x. 38. 
Now the Fuſt ſhall live by Faith. 


N treating on which Words. in the moſt uſe- 
ful and practical Manner, I ſhall obſerve, 
that Faith in. believing is of ſeveral Kinds. 
| | Firſt, There is a Belief grounded upon 

probable Reaſon ; upon likely and promifing Ar- 

guments, which yet are not certain. nor evident, 
but may poſſibly be falſe, though they ſeem true; 


and this Belief is called Opinion. 
Secondly, There is a Belief grounded upon cer- 


tain and evident Reaſons, wherein if a Man's Fa- 
| | culties 
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culties themſelves are to be believed, he cannot be 

miſtaken”: And this is called certain Knowledge. 

Thirdly, There is a Belief grounded upon the 
Divine Revelation; or the Word of God; and this 
is properly called Faith. 

The firſt of theſe Kinds of Belief, viz. Opi- 
nion or Conjecture, hath nothing to do in Divi- 
nity, nor is a ſufficient Principle of Religion; it 
is too tottering a Foundation to build the Temple 
of God upon: It is true, human Affairs are go- 
verned by Prudence, and Prudence oftentimes doth 
but gueſs at Things; but divine Truths require 
Certainty at the Bottom. | 

The -ſecond Sort of Belief, which is certain 
Knowledge, grounded upon clear and evident Ar- 
guments, is both uſeful and neceflary in Religion, 
becauſe we muſt know ſomething by the Light of 
Reaſon, before we can know any thing by divine 


Revelation: For Example, we muſt firſt know 


that there is a God, before we can know that the 
Scripture is the Word of God; now that there'is 


| a God is not ſo much proved, as ſuppoſed, in 


Scripture, and the Proof thereof depends upon 
Reaſon, or the Light of Nature, which doth ſuf- 
ficiently prove the Being of God unto us; for the 
* Things of him from tbe Creation 'of 'the 
World 
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World are clearly ſeen, being underſioad by the 
Things that are made, even his eternal Power and 


Godhead. In ſhort, a Man muſt be a reaſonable 
Creature before he can be a Chriſtian ; before he 
can have Faith, he muſt firſt by Reaſon prove 
that there is a God, and then that the Holy Scrip- 
tures. are the Word of God, before he can prove 
any thing from Scripture itſelf ; but then when he 
hath by certain Reaſon proved Seripture to te 
Gad's Word, he muſt then prove the reſt of his 
Religion out of the Scriptures :: And this is the 
third Kind of Brlief, Faith, and Faith is the Be- 
lief of the Word of God; of every Thing revealed 
and contained in that Word, whether Matter of 
Fact or Precept ;. Prohibition, Promiſe or Threat- 
ning: And as Reaſon makes a Man, fo Faith 
makes a Chriſtian ;. there he begios, and there he 
ends; for as Reaſon makes us capable of Faith, 
ſo Faith ſupports and guides us afterwards ; far 
the Tuſt ſpall live by Faith. From which Words 
L ſhall lay before you, 


I. Firf, The indiſpenſable Neceſſity of living 
the Life of Faith, and wherein it properly 
conſiſts. 1 


— 
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II. Secondly, 1 ſhall confider the Reaſons why 
Men ſo little and ſo ſeldom live by Faith. 


I. Firſt, Then, as to the indiſpenſable Neceſſity 
of living the Life of Faith. 

Faith is the Life of a Chriſtian, from thence he 
receives his Support and Nouriſhment; for Reaſon 
is nothing, till led and enlightned by Faith; Know- 
ledge as little, till raiſed and purified by Faith: For 
this Reaſon, St. Paul was not aſhamed of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, becauſe it was the Power of God to Sal- 
vation; a Principle of Life to every one that be- 
lieveth ; for to every faithful Soul, to every Soul 
that believeth, it is that God communicates his 
Graces, ſhares his Spirit, gives Eternal Life and 
Salvation: And St. Jobn, declaring to whom be- 
longed the Advantages procured by Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſays, ch. i. v.12. As many as received him, to them 


gave he Power to become the Sons of God; even to 


them that believe on bis Name: No other Qualifi- 
cations whatever can procure us this Advantage: 
Birth, Titles, Honours, or whatever the World 
eſteems ſo much, are infinitely too weak to raiſe 
us to the Grace and Privikge of Adoption : It is 
Faith alone, which is the immediate Work of the 
Spirit of God, to which we owe ſo glorious a Pri- 


— | vilege 3 
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vilege; it is by the Means of this only, that we 
enjoy the happy Title of Children of God; hi- 
is our Life and Harpineſi, if ve believe in Gud and 
receive him, wwe are bis Children. © 

Ihe better to underſtand this, we. muſt obſerve, 
ene Kinds of Operations in the Soul; 
the Operations of the Underſtanding, and the Ope- 
rations of the Will: And therefore to live as Chri- 
ftians, Faith' muſt regulate them both; that is to 
ſay, we muſt direct our Judgments'by the Rule of 
Faith, which is the Word of God; the Light of 
that muſt be our Guide, and the Deciſions we find 
there muſt determine us: And chat, 

Frſt, Beciuſe, beſides this, there is caching ſure 
and infallible Paſſion 18 an ill Guide, often ac- 
of Diſorders, which can end in nothing ſaſe or 
certain, Cuſtom is as bat a one; for to ſay all the 
World does ſb or fo, and 1 2 
muh pages ng 

Again, The Opinion of others =o faulty Rale, 
and extreamly "ſubject to —— fan _ Hu- 


days — —— 3 long ſince 
apptoved : The Word of God therefore, the Scrip- 
. MM tures 
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that Light, and to ground his Life, his Thoughts, 
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tures muſt be our Rule, and our Light; there can 
be no other certain, and therefore to follow its 
Directions, is to walk in the Light, and to live 
the Life of Faith. ; 
Secondly, We muſt live the Life of Faith, be- 
cauſe we are called, as Chriſtians, to the Enjoy- 
ment of God and his Glory; we are not called to 
the Riches, and Honours of this World, ſo as to 
expect no further Happineſs, No; We wait for a 
more ſolid and ſubſtantial Good; we are born for 
Heaven; we were baptized, regenerated, juſtified, 
that we might find an Entrance there: But how 
ſhall we enter? What muſt conduct us there, and 
open the Gate unto us? Why Faith and Perſe- 
verance: If we believe, we ſhall have Eternal Life, 
which is the perfect Fruition and Contemplation of 
the Divine Nature; if we do not, we ſhall never 
underſtand that Happineſs; if we live not the Life 
of Faith, we ſhall never live the Life of Glory: 
And fince there is no ſure Direction in this World, 
as to matters of Salvation, but by Faith; the Chri- 
ſtian is under an indiſpenſable Obligation to follow 


and Judgment upon the Foundation of his Faith : 
Now what do we conclude from this; But that in 
all our Deliberations, Conduct and Ways of 


Ac. 
ing, 
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ing, we exactly regard what our Faith teaches us: 
For Inſtance, with regard to Riches; let us ſearch 
the Scriptures for the Light of Faith, and they are 
one and the ſame thing: How are we there in- 
ſtructed as to this Point? Why they that will be 
rich, fall into Temptation and a Snare, and into 
many fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, which drown Men 
in Deſtruction and Perdition; i. e. they that have 
entertain'd an extravagant Paſſion for Wealth, and 
are wholly bent upon growing Rich, are thereby 
betray'd into many Temptations and Snares to Sin, 
into many Deſires and Purſuits, uſeleſs and danger- 
ous, which not only bring nothing of Satisfaction 
with them, but create great and terrible Miſchiefs, 
Ruin in this World, and Deſtruction in another. 
Again, we know what. Notion the World has 
of Greatneſs; that it is a fine eaſy Life, full of 
Joy and Proſperity, in which Men paſs away their 
Days pleaſantly, by denying themſclves nothing 
they can deſire: But the Scriptures will convince 
them of their Miſtake; for ſay they, that which 
is bighly efteemed amongſt Men, is an Abomination 
in the Sight of God; if they become not as Children, 
they ſball not enter into the Kingdom of God; and 
that though they ſpend their Days in Wealth and 
Pleaſure, yet in a Moment they go down to the 


P 2 Grave : 
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Grave : Would Men but hearken to their Faith, 
they might be wiſe ; but if they will not, then 
they themſelves muſt ſerve for Examples to others 
that ſurvive them. If we follow Nature, our Paſ- 
fions, or the World, we ſhall certainly be deceiv- 
ed; for they are corrupt, diforderly and defective: 
If we ſee a rich Man make a confiderable Figure 
in the World, Nature will call him Happy, and 
Paſſion will wiſh for the ſame Condition; the 
World will court and applaud him: But our Faith 
will tell us, that he is not happy in all this, ra- 
ther miſerable, or may be fuddenly; for a cold 
Ague ſhakes him, or an Apoplexy ſeizes him, and 

n a Moment be goes down to the Grawe. ere 
Again, how contrary are the Judgments of Men 
to the Deciſions of the Goſpel! What will the World 
think of the Wretch that has nothing to depend 
on, that has not where withal to fuſtain Life, and 
ſcarce knows where to lay his Head? That it is a 
very melancholy Condition, and that ſuch aPerſon 
is reduced to the laſt Extremity; Nature will ſhrink 
at the Thoughts of it, and Paſſion run into De- 
: But Faith will tell you, that if ſuch an one 
bear bs Miſery and Poverty with Patience, he is a 
Child of God, a Copy of jeſus Chriſt, and ſhall 
change his Wants. wok never- — Tikity.” The 
Un- 
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Unbeliever has not Light enough to ſee this; he 
will aſk, Why he ſhould believe that which ap- 
pears fo incredible? Why he ſhould believe that 
which Nature, Paſſion, and the World contra- 
diet? There are but too many, I am afraid, of 
this Mind, who think it Folly, or worſe, to be- 
lieve eaſily all that is faid ſo contrary to their In- 
clinations : But their Faith declares it to them, 
which is grounded upon his Word, who cannot 
lye nor deceive; and therefore they ſhould believe; 
whatever Nature, Paſſion, or the World, which 
are all deceitful, may oppoſe to the Contrary. 
They will eaſily give Credit to the Relations of an 
Hiſtorian, and believe all he ſays of Cæſar and 
Pompey, whom they never ſaw: They will be- 
lieve a Lawyer, if he tells them they ſhall loſe 
their Cauſe, unleſs they find out better Proof: 
And a Phyficiay, when he adviſes them to be 
Careful of their Health, which will be entirely 
ruined, if they quit not their Debaucheries: But 
how hardly are they brought to believe the Word 
of God, which contains all that concerns their 
Salvation, the Elements of Religion laid down by 
Chriſt himſelf, his Inſtructions, Threatenings and 
Promiſes; all that he hath thought good to make 
uſe of to drive them from Vice, and to encourage. 
their Virtue. . You: 
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You cannot but ſee then, how neceſſary the 
Life of Faith is to enlighten our Underſtandings, 
and to direct our Judgments, that we be not miſ- 
taken in things of ſo great Importance: Nor, 
again, is it leſs neceſſary to regulate the Operations 
of our Wills, and to influence our Actions: It is 
not only neceſſary in order to our eternal Happi- 
neſs, to believe what God hath revealed, but we 
muſt be careful to have our Lives conformable to 
that Belicf, and that our Words and Actions, be 
anſwerable to our Faith: For the Faith of a Chri- 
ſtian is not a bare Notion, an uſeleſs, imaginary 
Quality ; but it requires ſomething of us, it ob- 
liges us to the Performance of ſome Duties ; it is 
not the Name, or the Dignity, which makes the 
Chriſtian ; it is his Life, his Practice, the Actions 
of a Chriſtian, it is not only for his having been 
baptized into the Church of God, or for his ſay- 
ing he believes: that he deſerves that honourable 
Name, but becauſe he faithfully diſcharges what 
he vow'd at his Baptiſm, and does that which 
the true Believer practiſes. How is he a Chri- 
ſtian then, that believes not as a Chriſtian ſhould, 
or what Faith can he have, that does the Works 


of Sin? Such a one may rather be ſaid to have in- 


wardly renounced his Faith, and diſown'd his Re- 
| | ligion ; 


E 


ligion; for it may be done two Ways, by Words or 
Actions: There are but few ſo deſperate and bare- 
faced as to be guilty of the Firſt, but, alaſs how 


many ſhew it by their Actions? And in this the 


moſt dangerous Wile of the Devil conſiſts: He 
ſees that we are baptized and educated in the Church 
of God, that we learn the Principles of our Re- 
ligion, and conſequently that there is no Proba- 
bility of our falling off to falſe Deities, or wor- 
ſhipping Idols? What does he then? Why he 
tempts us to be idle and thoughtleſs, and then 
leaves us in a Careleſſneſs and Negligence of our 
Salvation; ſo that a Man may pretend to believe 
as a Chriſtian, and yet live like a Heathen ; he 
may abhor Idols of Gold or Silver, and yet in 
his Heart adore his Wealth; he may deteſt Ido- 
latry, and yet at the ſame Time be himſelf an 
Idolater, for Covetouſneſs is Idolatry. Faith with- 
out Works is uſcleſs, nay it is dead, ſays St. James, 
ll. 20. of no more Value than a Carkaſs with- 
out Motion, without a Soul. Faith and Charity 
are nothing, unleſs together; Faith works by 
Love, and Charity is upheld by Faith ; he that 
has no Faith, can have no true Charity; for 
whatever he does, if it be not criminal and faulty, 
yet it will be uſcleſs and unprofitable, and he that 


bath | 
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hath no Charity, has no true Faith, for Charity 
is the Evidence of Faith. A Man fays he believes, 


but is his Life agreeable to his Belief ? Is his Faith 
the Rule of his Practice? Let him ſbew bis Faith 


by his Works, not by his Words, his Sighs or his 
Wiſhes, for theſe may be all Diſſimulation and 
Hypocriſy ; but let him ſhew it by the good Life 
it moves him to lead: Is he Wealthy ? Then he 
muſt feed the Hungry : Has he a Family ? Then he 
muſt manage it carefully, bringing up his Chil- 
dren in the Fear of God: Is he in Authority? 
His Faith will tell him, that he muſt uſe it to 
protect the Innocent, and punifh the Guilty. 
What a fruitful operative Faith do we meet with 
in the Accounts we have of the firſt Ages of 
Chriſtianity ; their Lives were then the Admira- 
tion even of the Gentile World, and what con- 
firmed them in the Truth of their Belief, was the 
Holineſs of their Lives, which was a continual kind 
of a Miracle: See, faid they, how the Chriftians 
love one another, they have no divided Intereſt, 
no Envy to conſume them, no Hatred to vex 
them, no Ambition to tranſport them'; take their 
Chaks, and they give their Coats alſo ; curſe them, 
and they bleſs you ; baniſh them, and they grieve 
not, for the whole World is their Countty: Now 
we muſt not wonder to find a Faith that would 

endure 
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endure no Vice, nor do any Injury, ſo much com- 
mended and revered; we muſt not wonder neither, 
if in the firſt Ages there were almoſt as many 
Saints as Chriſtians, when as their Faith, ſo their 
Manners were unſpotted; they believed what 
God revealed, and did what their Faith com- 


manded ; it was fixed both in their Minds and 
Hearts ; it enlightened their Underſtandings, and 
influenced their Wills; they knew there was no 
Salvation to be expected without living the Life of 
Faith; they were accordingly continually employ'd 
in the Practice of Virtue, in the Performance of 
their Duty. This plain, ſhort Account is ſuffi- 
cient to ſhew you that this Faith is very ſeldom 
to be met with; and that as it conſiſts of theſe 
two important Parts, Knowledge and Practice, ſo 
there are but few that can pretend to have it. 
I come now, | 


II. Secondly, To conſider the Reaſons of this, viz. | 
Why Men ſo little and ſo ſeldom live by Faith. 
Firſt, Men are early accuſtomed to live the 


Life of Senſe ; it is long before they arrive to any 
conſiderable Uſe of their Reaſon, and longer ſtill 
before they attain to any Meaſures of Faith ; Men 
do at firſt judge of all Things by the Seeing of 
the Eye, and the Hearing of the Ear, and by the 

| = Notices 


L T14 ] 

Notices of the inferior Senſes, and ſlide down the 
Hill fo far before they are aware, that it is very hard 
ever to return back again; all theſe Things that 
feed and flatter our Senſes are of eaſy Perception, 
we need take no Pains to fee what is pleaſant, nor 
to taſte that which is ſweet, nor to hear that which 
is delightful; it coſts us no Labour at all to be in- 
clined to Pride or Sloth, or Intemperance; it is not 
matter of Difficulty to us to love that which is 
Pleaſure, and to hate that which is grievous and 
uneaſy to us: Whence it comes to paſs that we 
ſink deep into the Life of Senſe very early, before 
we are well aware of our greateſt Duties and Con- 
cerns ; and being engaged by Nature, and inſtituted 
by Cuſtom at firſt to live by Senſe, it is very diffi- 
cult afterwards to live at any other Rate; we find 
it very diſguſtfal to deny our Senſes any Thing 
they have been accuſtomed to enjoy: And hence 
it is that Solomon adviſes,: Prov. xxii. 6. that a Child 
ſhould be trained up in the Way he ſhould go, and 
when he is old be will not depart from it; and it is 
required to remember our Creator in the Days of our 
Touth, Eccleſ. xii. 1. which differs not from the 
Apoſtle's Senſe, 2 Tim. ii. 22. where we are cor - 
manded to flee youthful Lufts. Every Man is na- 
turally a Stranger to Spiritual Things, for the natu- 
ral. Man recerveth not the Things of * Spirit of 

4 God, 
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God, 2 Cor. ii. 14. but much more are they eſtran- 
ged from theſe Things, and with greateſt Difficul- 


ty are they brought to any Senſe or Feeling, any 
Taſte or Liking of them, who have lived long 
the Life of Senſe. | ö 
Secondly, The next Reaſon why Men live fo 
little by Faith is, becauſe we live beyond the Mea- 
ſare of God's Promiſes. Now herein is the Ex- 
ceſs and Error of Men's Defires; every Man is for 
being Great, and Rich, and Honourable ; every 
Man is for having the greateſt Eſtate, and like the 
Phariſees in the Synagogue, the higheft Rooms; but 
this will not be, becauſe it is not promiſed, and 
where there is no Promiſe from God, there can be 
no Faith in Man; and therefore it is impoſſible 
for ſuch a Temper, while it holds, to live by Faith: 
So that he who thus ſtretches himſelf beyond Suf- 
ficiency; and overſhoots the-Promiſes of God and : 
his own Need, in his inordinate Deſires, no wonder 
if he wavers where God hath not eſtabliſhed him; 
and where he hath not promiſed to gratify his De- 
fires, no wonder if he is full of Uncertainties, Fears 
and Diſquiets, without Faith, without Hope, without 
Comfort; where he is gone ſo far, that he hath - 


left God behind him, and defires a greater Portion - 
than God's infinite. Bounty thinks and knows to 
be ſufficient for un Again, Men are generally 

very 
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very forward and impatient, very greedy and im- 
portunate for their Ends, not willing to ſtay God's 
Time for their Allotments in this World; the ſen- 
ſual Heir enquires into his Father's Years, before he 
is fit to govern his Eſtate; he would have Land 
before he has Diſcretion, and Riches before he has 
Wit to know how to uſe them. This is the com- 
mon Diſeaſe of the'World : But it is not ſo with 
the Juſt, for he that believeth maketh not Haſle. 
God knows better how and when to grant our 
Deſires than we do. Haſt thou a ſickly Body? 
wait God's Time for Health? Is thy Fortune low 
and uneaſy ? truſt to him for the Recovery of all 
Things ; for many a time hath he cauſed the Sun 
to break out after a violent Storm, giving Joy for 
Heavineſs, and «a Garment of Praiſe for one of 
Mourning. But, 

Thirdly, Another Reaſon why Men live ſo little 
by Faith js, becauſe it pats the Mind upon Exer- 
ciſe, and often carries much of Conteſt and Anxi- 
ety in it, and Man being ſo naturally inclined to 
Eaſe and carnal Security, is loth to give himſelf 
the Trouble of a continual Watchfulneſs againſt the 
World: And by Reaſon of the Conflicts it puts us 
upon againſt our Luſts, becauſe it exerciſes every 
Power, and tries every Grace, becauſe it hath ſome 
Pains and Difficulties to overcome, tho' of a ſhort 

- | Conti- 
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Continuance, for they are Fore-runners of Victory 
and Triumph, and lead unto Joy and Pleaſure ; 
yet for this Reaſon Men are very unwillingly brought 
to live by Faith. 

Laftly, Many Men live not by Faith, beovaſe 
they never a themſelves to have any Need 
of ſo living; Faith looks at its Portion afar off, 
_ views Canaan from Piſgah, and Heaven from Ca- 
. naan, it is the Subſtance of Things not ſeen, Heb. 
Xi. 1. whereas they have all, they think they ſtand 
in need of, in-their Power ; they have their Por- 
tion in Poſſeſſion, Youth, Health, Strength and 
Riches, all Things that they defire, or think de- 
- fireable, and therefore they have no Occaſion for 
Faith to make- them happy or content in the 
Proſpect of Heaven, in ExpeRation of that Good 
which is future, becauſe they ſee and enjoy all the 
Good they at -preſent : Thus doth the 
rich Man rejoice in his preſent Fortune, and the 
Charms of his own Heart; and ſays, in Luke xii. 
19. Soul, thou haſt much Goods laid up for many 
Years, take thine Eaſe, Eat, Drink, and be Merry; 
- behold he had a great Stock and Sufficiency of pre- 
ſent Comforts; he fed his Eye with Plenty of Corn, 
and graſped his Treaſures in his Hands, he had 


Plenty heap'd up in his Barns, and had lock'd up 
his Content in his own Poſleflian ; and what need 
of 
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of living by Faith, where there was Fraition 7 
What need of Hope, where there was Enjoyment ? 
Men in this Caſe retain much the ſame Mind with 
the two Tribes, that were juſt paſſing the River 
| Fordun, to enter the Land of Promiſe, who had 
no greater Favour to beg of Moſes, than to be left 
on this Side the River: J, ſay they, (Numb. xxxii. 
F.) we have found Grace in thy Sight, let this 
Land be given unto thy Servants for à Poſſeſſion, 
and bring us not over Jordan; and why ſo? Be- 
cauſe the Place was a Place for Cattle: They had 
the faireſt Country in the World before them, a 
Type of Heaven, a Country that God had Pro- 
miſed for their Inheritance, yet it doth not pleaſe: 
Now had they had another Wilderneſs to pals, 
more Seas to croſs, and new Enemies to encounter, 
their Fear, or their Deſire had been tolerable; but 
they had nothing of this to urge; all the Reaſon 
they had for it, was, becauſe the Country was a 
Land for Cattle. This is the Fault of Abundance 
of Chriſtians, they would readily quit their Preten- 
fions to Heaven, if God would permit them always 
io live on Earth, but ſince they are ſure he will 
not, at feaſt they are reſolved to fix their Hopes 
and Deſites here: But why ſo? There is only a 
Fordan to paſs, a ſhort Life of Trouble, and if 
they live as they that believe this, when that is o- 
4 5 
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ver, they are ſure to be at Reſt for ever; that is 
nothing, here they are pleaſed, they find where- 
withal to nouriſh, their Paſſions, and gratify their 
Luſts ; while the Harp, and the Fial, the Tabret, 
and the Pipe, and Wine, are in their Feaſts, while 
flouriſhing Proſperity is watered with Rivers of 
Pleaſure, they regard not the Words of God's 
Mouth, neither confider the Operations of bis Hands. 
Thus live, and thus dic, moſt part of thaſe whom 
the World calls Chriſtians ; but as we may be ſup- 
poſed to have a greater Love for our Souls than to 
be of that Number, let us conſider how uſeful it 
is to exerciſe ourſelyes in the Practice of our holy 
Faith, and oſten meditate the Truths we hear, and 
fay to ourſclyes, We ought te live the Life of 
Faith, otherwiſe we can expect no Salvation; we 
muſt regulate our Concerns, our Affairs, aur Bu- 
ſineſs, according to our Faith, or there will be no 
Heaven for us: Our Faith teaches us ſuch and 
ſuch Things, we will believe it; our Faith forbids 
us this, we will forbear; our Faith commands 
us that, we will obey; let the World think as 


it will, let Paſſion and corrupt Nature diſagree, 
we will endeavour to work out our Salvation, 
which we ſhall not do in carneſt, if we rule 
not our Life according to our Faith ; let us try 
this Method, and we ſhall ſoon find how uſeful 

ſuch 


\\ . 
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ſach Meditations are, what Comfort they bring at 
the laſt Hour, when none ſhalt have Quiet, but 
they who have led good Lives, who by a faithful 
Perſeverance have continned holy, and were per- 
petually careful in the Performance of their Duty; 
for none can live well, but they who live the Life 
of Faith, who believe in the Word of God, and. 
ſhew forth their Faith by the Goodneſs of their 
Dends; ary nl Gare Sen GO Cent of Dan, 
and Salvation in the Day of Chriſt. 
God grant that worldly Glory may not dazzle 
our Eyes, nor the Satisfactions of this Life charm 
our Hearts to a Forgetfulneſs of God, of Heaven, 
and of ourſclves, that we may not over- value this 
World, but with a lively Faith, and comfortable 
Aſſurance, commit ourſelves to the Providence of 
God; for this is the Viftory that overcometh the 
VMorla, even car Flaigh, 
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Feſus anſwered them, I told you, and 
Je — not: the Works that I do 

in my Father's Name, they bear Mit- 

meſs of me. 

But ye believe not; ye are not of 


my Sheep, as I ſaid unto you. 


58 and they follow me. 


T was to render the Jes inexcuſable, and to 


to them in this Manner; he had ſpoken to 
them before, in the plaineſt and moſt con vin- 

cing Terms that the b. ne afford: For after he 
R 2 e 


NECESSITY 


My Sheep hear my Voice, and I know 


confirm their Reprobation, that Chriſt ſpeaks 
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had ſhewn them the admirable Union there ought 
to be between Paſtors and their Flocks; and that he 


was the Gate by which they muſt enter into the 
Fold; he tells on, the true Character of his 


Sheep is to hear his Word, and to obey his In- 
ſtructions with affectionate underſtanding Hearts; 
he then preſſes them with perſuaſive Reaſons, 
ſhews them that his Word deſerves ſuch Attention, 
becauſe it is heavenly, and comes from God ; be- 
cauſe it is publickly declared, not hidden from 
them; and becauſe it is backed by good Works, 
and confirmed by Miracles. Now. one would 
have thought this might have obliged the Jews 
to hear him ; they could have no Pretence to be 
diſpenſed with from hearing it, but either, that it 
was ſuſpicious, or weak; but how ridiculous 
would it be to ſuſpect that which comes from 
God, and which was openly preached in all 
Aſſemblies > And how could it be accuſed of 
Weakneſs, which was upheld and ſtrengthened 
by ſo many Miracles? Thus the Son of God, af- 
ter he had ſhewn them the Advantages of his 
Word, makes it appear that they have no Excuſe, 
and that the deſpiſing of it is an infallible Mark 
of their Reprobation ; becauſe it. was the peculiar 
Property of his Sheep to hear his Word ; that is 
Ys the true Character by which we may di- 
ſtinguiſh 
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ſtinguiſh the Elect from the Reprobate, is by the 
Love they bear to the Word of God, becauſe it 
is by this that Chriſt knows them, and gives 
them Grace to follow him. An Obſervation 
which deſerves our ſerious Confideration ; happy 
are they who profit by hearing the Word of God, 
but miſerable are thoſe who flight and deſpiſe it, 
or receive it not with that fincere Attention which 
it deſerves. I am afraid we may daily-uſe our 
Saviour's Words, and with the ſame Truth that 
he did, when he faid, I fold you, and ye believed 
not: For though the Word of God be one and 
the ſame indiviſible Word for ever, yet it is com- 
municated to every one according to his Capacity 
and particular Diſpoſition ; ſo that one in hearing 
it affectionately, in receiving it well, and reve- 
rently, makes it the Inſtrument of his Salvation; 
another, by obſtinately ſtanding out againſt it, or 
by ſlightly paſſing it by, and neglecting it, makes 
it become the Principle of his unavoidable De- 
ſtruction. It is very much, therefore, our Inte- 
reſt to learn how to receive this Word profitably, 
and our Duty to remove all Hindrances to our Im- 
provement in Goodneſs ; I ſhall, therefore, 


FL oft, 
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I. Fig, Conſider whence it comes to paſs, 

that Men fo ſeldom profit by hearing the 

Word of God. 

II. Secondly, Whence it happens, that for want 
of profiting by it, it becomes the Principle 

of their Damnation and Ruin. And, 

III. Thirdy, I ſhall conſider how they are to 
hear the Word of God, 1 
fit by what they hear. 


The two firſt of theſe I ſhall make the Sub- 
jet of my preſent Diſcourſe ; and beg Leave to 
defer the laſt to another Opportunity. 

I. Fir, I am to conſider whence it comes to 
paſs that Men fo ſeldom profit by hearing the 
Word of God. 
| God ſpeaks by the Mouths of his Servants, and 
they having received Authority, and a lawful Call, 
are the Inſtruments of God, to declare his Truth 
unto Men: I ig not ye that ſpeak, but the Spirit 
of your Father which ſpeaketh in you, ſays our Sa- 
viour, in St. Matthew, ch. x. ver. 20. you ſhould 
hearken therefore to his Word, not as coming 
from a Man, bat as it is the Mind and Will of 
God; for if God ſpeaks by his Miniſters, and you 


2 regard 
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regard it only as the Words of Men, you renounce 
all thoſe Graces, and loſe all thoſe happy EffeQs, 
which the Word of God is able to produce in 
you; for it has theſe Effects only when it is heard 
as the Ward of God, it works only in ſuch a 
Manner as it is received; in this being like to na- 
tural Cauſes, which produce their ſeveral Effects 
according to the different Manner of their Appli- 
cation: From whence it follows, that if you hear 
the Preacher as declaring the Word and Will of 
God, it will act in you as the Word of God; but 
if you hear it only as the Word of a Man, it will 
have no other Effect upon you than the Word of 
a Man uſually has ; for this Reaſon St. Paul, that 
great Miniſter of the Goſpel, who rightly knew 
its Worth and Power, thanks God for this, that 
the Theſſalonians, when they received the Word of 
God, heard it not as the Word of Paul, but of 
God himſelf : Far this Cauſe alſo, ſays he, (in 1 
Thefſ. ch. ii. ver. 13.) thank we God without ceafing, 
becauſe when ye received the Word of God which 
ye heard of us, ye received it not as the Word of 
Men, but (as it is in Truth) the Word of God, 
which effectually worketh alſo in them that believe. 
But in the As, ch. xiv, ver. 12. we find a quite 
different Repreſentation of this Matter; the ſame 

| St. 


ö 


St. Paul coming to Lycaonia to preach the Goſ- 
pel, and being very eloquent, pleaſed the People 
ſo extremely that they called him Mercury, who 
was called by them the God of Eloquence : But 
how comes this to paſs? Why they heard him 
as ſpeaking with the Eloquence of Men, or they 
had never made him a God; for ſo indeed it is, 
the Word of God heard as the Word of a Man, 
often draws Applauſe and Admiration, and this is 
uſually all the Effet it has when ſo heard; and 
therefore of all thoſe Hearers that were here 
charmed with St. Paul's Preaching, we do not 
find that one of them was converted : Was this 
for want of Faith in the Apoſtle, or Power in the 
Word? No; but being ſent of God to Lycaonia, 
they received him not as his Ambaſſador, they 
heard him not as the Miniſter of Chriſt, and there- 
fore reaped no Advantage from his Preaching : 
Now this conſidered, will reſolve the Enquiry we 
at firſt propoſed, Whence it was that the Word of 
God proved ineffeftual upon ſo many Chriſtians, 
becauſe moſt hear it not as the Word of God, but 
as the Word of Man. But there are other Rea- 

ſons that I ſhall take Notice of; And, 
Firſt, There are a Generation in the World 
who make it their Buſineſs to come here to find 
Fault, 
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Fault, the Succeſſors of the Phariſees of old, who 
came to hear Chriſt, that they might entangle him 
in his Talk, Matt. xxii. They watch for ſome- 
thing to lay hold on, that they may accuſe us; 
and when they find not what they ſeek, they ma- 
liciouſly liſt us under the Banner of falſe Doctrine, 
and apply ſuch Terms to our Labours, ſome one of 
which I am perſuaded they would be puzzled to 
give a proper Definition, as they fooliſhly imagine 
will lefſen our Eſteem in the World : Thus Seri- 
ouſneſs in Religion is called gloomy Superſtition ; 
an earneſt Zeal for the Honour of God, is called 
the falſe Glare of Enthufiaſm ; godly Sincerity, and 
a proper Regard for the ſaving Name of Jeſus, is 
called by a Name almoſt LAY miſunder- 
ſtood, METHoDISM. 

Secondly, Others come for Cuſtom's Sake, that 
they may appear to keep up a Form of Devotion; 
who are indifferent and ſenſeleſs to the Word of 
God, not rightly apprehending it to be what it re- 
ally is, and conſequently are little or nothing the 
better for what they have heard. 

Thirdly, Others there are who come for Diver- 
fion, to paſs away the Time, to hear what the 
Man can fay; but theſe meet with in the End no- 
thing but an unquiet reſtleſs Temper, which is 
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the moſt unhappy Evidence of their Reprobation : 
For God's Holy Word, when it is received with 
proper Diſpoſitions, and Chriſtians really believe 
it, has Delights which rejoice the Heart, and Com- 
forts to refreſh the Soul; but when Men grow 
careleſs and, indifferent in their Duty, they loath 
what they at firſt admired, and every thing is diſ- 
3 and uneaſy that has the leaſt Tendency 
Religion. And the Reaſon of this is, becauſe 
8 take the Word of God to be of Men, and 
ſee not God and his Perfections in it ; for did they, 
they would not dare make it the Subject of their 
Diverfion ; for to trifle with the Word of God, 
s to abuſe the moſt powerful Means that the Pro- 
vidence of God hath thought fit to make uſe of, 
in the Order of our Predeſtination, the moſt im- 
portant Means, I ſay, for your Salvation depends 
upon it; without the Word you will want Faith, 
for Faith comes by Hearing, Rom. x. 17. and 
without Faith you cannot be ſaved. Muſt not they 
then be Perſons of very corrupt Minds, who will 
make that their Diverſion, which ſhould be the 
moſt ſerious Buſineſs of their Lives, and which 
they ought to prefer before all other Engagements 
whatever, viz, Hearing and Reading the Word 


of God. 
| Lafth,” 
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Lafily, There are ſome who hear out of Curi- 
oſity, who value themſelves upon being able to 
Judge of the Preacher's Talents, and of the Good- 
neſs of his Diſcourſe; and from hence proceed 
the different Opinions Men entertain concerning 


them ; ſo that there ſometimes happens a Diviſion 
upon Account of the Word of God, as in the 
Church of Corinth in the Apoſtle's Time, upon 
the Matter of Baptiſm: One ſaid, I am of Paul, 
and 1 of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and IT of Chriſt : 
But, ſays the Apoſtle, 1s Chriſt divided? Was 
Paul crucified for you ? Or gere you baptized in 
the Name of Paul? 1 Cor. 1. 12, 13. As if he 
had ſaid, Do we not all diſpence the ſame Bap- 
tiſm ? Is it Paul, or Apollos, of Cefhas, that bap- 
tiſes you? Is it not rather God by our Hands? 
And ſo may we ſay, Is it not God that ſpeaks to 
you by us, when his Word is delivered in Truth 
and Sincerity ? You ſhould not, therefore, eſteem 
a Man for his Perſon's Sake, or have him in Ad- 
miration, becauſs he ſpeaks pleaſing Things, or 
raſhly under-value and deſpiſe one that ſpeaks the 
Truth boldly, becauſe another handles your Sins. 
tenderly; no, none are to be deſpiſed "for their 
Labours; their Work is of God, and to deſpiſe: 
it, is to be diſreſpectful to him, it may prove the 

1 4 | S 2 Means 


— 


[ 132 ] 

Means of your Converſion, and therefore it is dan- 
gerous to think lightly of that, which may be at- 
tended by ſo great and good Effects. But, alaſs! 
there is nothing more common, or any thing leſs 
fcrupled, than for Men to cenſure and viliſy their 
Endeavours, if they ſuit not with their Tempers, 
or humour not their Inclinations. But this is not 
to hear the Word of God: It is our Duty to de- 
Clare it to you, it is yours to hear and be atten- 
tive, and of both to profit; that we may ſave cur- 
ſelves, and them that hear us. You love to hear him 
that pleaſes you, and if he does not, you will 
fay, he cannot convert you: But God hath de- 
termined to fave Men, not by the Wiſdom of this 
World, but by the Fooliſhneſs of "Preaching, as St. 
Paul calls it, ver. 2 1. But a wiſe Folly it is, by 
ſuch weak Inſtruments to bring about ſuch glori- 
ous Ends as the Salvation of Souls: Nothing leſs 
than the Power of God can do it. The Simpli- 
city of the Divine Word, aſſiſted by the Divine 
Power, ſhall do infinitely more than all the Beau- 
ty of Diſcourſe, or the Eloquence of Language; 
this may pleaſe the Ear, but that ſhall touch the 
Heart, move the Soul, and change the Man ; for 
it is to his own Word that God hath given that 
Power, and to the diligent Hearers of it, that he 

| hath 
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hath promiſed to communicate its ever-blefſed 
Effects. If you meet with a Man, then, that 
awakens your Conſcience, and, as it were, tears 
Vice from your Heart, you ſhould rather hear 
and apply yourſelf to him, than to a Man that 
pleaſed you more; for he that deals roughly with 
your Sins, loves you nevertheleſs, nay, he gives 
the greateſt Evidence of his Care for your Souls. 

Learn, therefore, to diſtinguiſh the Word of 
God from the Word of Man, feparate the Pre- 
cious from the Vile; there is nothing more con- 
temptible than the Word of Man, nothing more 
valuable than the Word of God; what are we, 
that you ſhould hear ns? If St. Paul could fay, 
be was weak, good God! how much more Rea- 
ſon have we to ſay ſo? Think as meanly of us 28 
you pleaſe, as Men; but yon m̃uſt raife your 
Thoughts, when you confider us as the Miniſters 
of Chriſt ; as ſuch we have Right to ſpeak to you, 
and to require you to hear; it is the Word of God 
which gives us this Authority ; God grant, that 
we may all ſo hear, that it may bring forth in us 
plentifully; for if it do not, if it prove unfruit- 
ful, it will be prejudicial to us, it will de the 
Cauſe of our eternal Ruin. Which brings me, 
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II. Secondly, To conſider whence it happens, 
that for want of Men's profiting by the Word of 
God, it becomes the Principle of mw Damnation 
and Ruin. 

There are ſome Things which may be uſeleſs, 
and yet not hurtful to you ; but then, there are 
others, which whenever they ceaſe to do you 
Good, never fail to do you Miſchief; our Food, 
and Phyſick, are of this Nature, if the Stomach 
is not relieved by them, it muſt neceſſarily ſuffer, 
the Phyſick turns Poiſon when it does not cure 
the Diſtemper : And it is the ſame with the Word 
of God, it is not a Medicine that is indifferent to 
the Soul, it was eſtabliſhed either for Life or Death, 
and if it bring not about the one, it will certainly 
procure the other; for this Reaſon it is ſometimes 
called a Sword, ſometimes Fuad; a Sword is uſe, 
ful, and Food wholeſome ; but then, as the Sword 
rightly managed may defend a Man, ſo in the 
Hand of a furious Perſon. it may do much. Miſ- 
chief; and as Food ſtrengthens a good Stomach 
which digeſts it eaſily, but oppreſſes and deſtroys 
where it is crude and undigeſted; ſo the Word o 
God will always have its Effect: The Word that 


goeth forth out of m Mouth, ſaith the Lord, it ſhall © 


not return unto me void; but it ſhall accompliſh 
2 that 
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that which T pleaſe. Iſaiah lv. 11. But you will 
ſay, perhaps, Is not the Word for the moſt part 
without Effect? Do we not too often fee it un- 
fruitful? As to us it may ſeem to be fo, but as to 
God it cannot be; it ſhall accompliſh that which 
he pleaſes ; if it has not a ſaving Effect, it will 
have a damning Effect upon you: If you will not 
let it work Grace in you, but render it uſeleſs by 
your formal, irreverent Hearing, it will moſt in- 
fallibly work your Condemnation : God hath De- 
ſigns of Mercy in it towards you, and if you ei- 
ther ſlight or abuſe them, you cannot hinder but 
that his Juſtice will and muſt take place upon you : 
If you will not, in a Word, receive it as the bleſ- 
ſed Means of Salvation, it will riſe in Judgment 
againſt you, and procure your eternal Damnation. 
One of theſe Effects it ſhall moſt certainly accom. 
pliſh ; God hath ſaid it, and it cannot fail. ; 

- I ſhall now conſider more diſtinctly the Effects 
of the Word of God, which I ſhall reduce to 
three, 


I. Firſt, It was deſigned to produce in you a 
Habit of Holineſs ; which if it does not, you 
become not only guilty for want of ſuch Ho- 
lineſs, without which you ſhall never ſee God, 
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but guilty alſo of abuſing thoſe Means which 
were deſigned to work your Sanctification. 

II. Secondly, It was deſigned to render you obe- 
dient to God's Commandments, which if it 
does not, you ſhall become but the more 
hardened. ; 

III. Thirdly, The Abuſe of God's Word will 
procure a final Reprobation, which always 
follows, unleſs prevented by a ſincere Con- 
verſion, | 


I. Firft, The Word of God will encreaſe your 
Guilt, if you profit not by it. 

It is the greateſt Kindneſs you are capable of 
receiving here, and if it ſanctifies you not, you 
muſt anſwer for it; it is a Talent which God has 
lent you, and you will be worſe than Infidels, if 
you do not improve it; it is a Means of Grace 
afforded you, fo work out your Salvation; and 
how can you expect to be ſaved, if you make 
not that Uſe of it? What do you then, when this 
Divine Inſtrument, by your own Fault, becomes 
uſeleſs and unprofitable to you ? Why you make 
it harden you, and e a dangerous 8 


| nah in es Souls. 
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II. This is its Second Effect: For it is natural 
for it to harden that Heart which will not profit 
by it; to blind and dazzle that Soul which will 
not be directed by its Light. How this is done is 
not in every Particular revealed unto us, and there- 
fore it would be Prefumption in us to pretend to 
make manifeſt what he has thought good to con- 
ceal; only this we learn, in general, from his Word, 
that it is by a withdrawing of his Grace, the want 
of which makes the Heart hard and inſenfible : 
He that makes good Uſe of the Talent, ſhall re- 
ceive Abundance, but he that hath not, he that 
hath been ſlothful and negligent, from bim ſhall be 
taken away that which he hath: For while you 
continue in the Grace and Favour of God, the leaft 
of his Truths will have ſome Impreſſion on you, 
and make you ſenſible of your Duty; but when 
by Neglect, or ill Management, or finful Lives, 
you ſhall have provoked God to withdraw his 
Grace and his Aſſiſtance from you, the greateſt 
and ſevereſt Truths will loſe their Force, and be- 
come ineffectual to you; and in this conſiſts that 
Heart of Stone the Scriptures ſo often ſpeak of: 
Earneſtly pray to God, to keep you from fuch a 
' miſerable Condition; you are finful, indeed, and 
deſerve the ſevereſt Puniſhment, but entreat him 
: T rather 
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rather to exerciſe upon you any Chaſtiſements than 

this dreadful Hardening of your Hearts ; you have 
but too often made an ill Uſe of his Word, but 
beg of him not to take it from you, 'and to leave 
you with a Heart of Stone; for this would con- 
firm the laſt Effect of the Abuſe of God's Holy 
Word, which is, 


III. Thirdly, To procure and aggravate your 
Condemnation. 

Let the Word of God, therefore, ſound in 
your Ears, hear its Rebukes with Patience, be o- 
bedient to the Rules it gives you, liſten to its Voice, 
which is the Voice of Chriſt, otherwiſe you are 
not his Sheep, for hrs Sheep know bis Voice, they 
hear, and follow bim: It is Chriſt, therefore, that 
ſpeaks to you by us, to be converted, to forſake 
your Sins, to embrace and practiſe Godlineſs and 
Virtue ; We are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though 
God did beſeech you by us; we pray you in Chriſt's 
flead, be ye reconciled to God, 2 Cor. v. 20. You 
cannot give a greater Evidence of your being born 
of God, than to hear his Word, nor a more ces- 
tain Mark of your Reprobation, than to contema 
and deſpiſe it; which we gather from Chriſt's 
1 Words to the Jews, He that is of Gad, heareth 
1 Ged's 


[ 139 ] 
God's Words; ye therefore hear them not, becauſe ye 
are not of God. St. John viii. 47. 

And now, my Brethren, what a Value ought 
you to have for that divine, written Word, which 
continues this Voice ſtill to you? You may hear 
Chriſt's Voice, as if he was ſtill amongſt you, as 
if he was yet upon Earth; and this is what a wiſe 
Man will always rejoice in ; he cares not over- 
much for the World, all the Delight he takes is 
in the Promiſes of Salvation contained in the Word: 
And indeed, it is only the Word of God that af- 
fords true Joy, which it does under every Confi- 
deration, If it be the Word preached, it affords 
Joy, as it is ſaid of thoſe of Samaria, that there 
Was a great deal of Foy in that City, becauſe of the 
Preaching of the Word. St. John, ch. iv. Or if it 
be the Word practiſed, it it the Foy of the Righ- 
teous to do Good, ſays Solamon in Prov. chap. 11. 
The Scriptures are the Waters of Joy and Com- 
fort, there it is that we can only find them in this 
World; there is the Balm of Gilead for every 
wounded Samaritan ; there your Souls find Re- 
freſhment, Phyſick and Defence ; there are Medi- 
cines to heal all your Wounds; and it is ſo re- 
freſhing, that David ſays, in Pſalm cxix. ver. g2. 
ge thy Law had been my Delight, I had pe- 
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reiſhed in mine Aſlictions; he was in Trouble, but 
he had a Cordial, he made God's Law his De- 
light, and that kept him from finking, and from 
being over-whelmed with Sorrow ; and there you 
meet with your Defence to ſhield you from the 
Enemies of your Salvation : For ſuppoſe the De- 
vil tempts you to the Commiſſion of Sin, if he 
ſets before you deluding Pleaſure, or an Opportu- 
nity to defraud your Neighbour, if he offers you 
the whole World, as he did to Chriſt, ſaying, A 
theſe will 1 give thee, (Matt. iv. g.) the Scriptures 
afford you an Anſwer for him, What is a Man 
profited, if be ſhall gain the whole World and lje 
his own Soul? Matt. xvi. 26. What does that Man 
get who purchaſes Damnation for his Sins, his 
Pleaſures, as he calls them, at the End of a very 
few Years at moſt ? But alaſs! Who is there that 
makes theſe good Uſes of the Word of God? How 
few are they? You are rather willing to forget it, 
you are loath to break off from your finful Courſes, 
you are for continuing your Luſts, and then it is 
no great Wonder to ſee Men labouring to forget 
the Word, which all do that are unwilling to 
hear it; then it is not ſtrange to ſee the Devil tri- 
umph in the Conqueſt of theſe Perſons, who will 
not uſe theſe Spiritual Weapons, with which fo 
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many Millions of Saints have fought and prevail'd. 
But remember this, that if the Word of God ſerve 
not to your Profit now, it will turn to your Con- 
fuſion hereafter ; and it will juſtify the Providence 
of God, that he hath not been wanting to your 
Salvation, by giving the beſt. Occaſions to work it 
out, but you have been wilful, and would not be 
ſaved ; ſo that though your Help come of him, 
yet you will deſtroy yourſelves. Alaſs! What can 
a Soul, born and bred in a Chriſtian Country, an- 
' {wer for itſelf, after twenty or thirty Years hear- 
ing the Word preached, if it is loſt? Will it ſay, 
it hath been tempted, it hath been deceived? But 
what will that avail, when it has had the Word 
of God ſo long, to teach it how to reſiſt Temp- 
tations, and to avoid the Snares and Deluſions of 
the World and the Devil? For either you do read 
and hear, or you do not; if you do not, then 
would I aſk, Why ? Is it not for fear of hearing 
thoſe Truths which croſs your Luſts, and would 
interrupt your ſinful Pleaſures? Is it not for fear 
of being upbraided with the Heinoufneſs of thoſe 
Sins, which though you would bluſh to own, yet 
you are not aſhamed to commit ? Is it not becauſe 
you are willing to be ignorant of thoſe Things, 
which would give you ſinful Conſcience ſome 


Diſturbance, 
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Diſturbance, and are reſolved to perſevere in your 
Iniquities? Can there be a more dangerous Igno- 
rance, a more ſinful Obſtinacy than this which is 
ſo wilful? But if you do attend upon Reading and 
Hearing, then I would afk whether you have never 
read or heard thoſe Truths which were ſufficient 
to convince you? If you ſay, No; all the Books 
and Sermons you have ever read of heard, fince 
you were able to read or hear, will give Evidence 
againſt you; thoſe that have inſtructed you will 
be forced to accuſe you; and the ſame good Word 
which adviſed you well, and was able to ſave you, 
will and muſt condemn you. But God grant 
that the Words you hear from me, may never 
ſerve to ſuch an End; I would have them your 
Counſellors, but never your Accuſers: Wherefore 
let us beſeech almighty God, to ſhower down up- 
on us the Abundance of his Grace, that the Fruits 
of his bleſſed Word may ſpring up in our Hearts, 
that being fruitful and multiplying here below, we 
may one Day receive the Reward of them in 
Heaven. 


THE 


©... 


SECOND SERMON. 


JOHN x. 25, 26, 27. 


Jeſus anſevered them, I told you, and 
ye believed not: the Works that I do 
in my Father's Name, they bear Mit- 
neſs of me. 

But ye believe not; becauſe ye are not of 

my Sheep, as I ſaid unto you. 

My Sheep hear my Voice, and I knaw 

them, and they follow me. 


N my laſt Diſcourſe on theſe Words, I laid 
before. you the Occaſion of them, with te- 
ſpect to the Fews, and how properly they. 
may ſtill be uſed with reſpect to us Chriſtians, 
I told you, and ye believed not; but my Sheep hear 
my Voice, and I know them," and they follow me: 
Whence I conſidered, 

I. Firſt, 


| C 
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I. Fir//, How it came to paſs, that Men fo 
rarely profit by the Word of God. 

II. Secondly, Whence it happened, that for want 
of profiting by it, it became the Principle 
of their Damnation 

III. Thirdly, I was to endeavour to ſhew you 
how you ſhould hear the Word of God, 
that you might profit by it. 


The two fuſt of theſe were the Subject of my 


laſt Diſcourſe. 


III. I ſhall now proceed, Thirdly and Laſtly, 
to conſider how you are to hear the Word of God, 
that you may profit by what you hear; And in 
treating of this, I ſhall conſider, 


I. Fir, What Diſpoſitions you ſhould come 
with to hear the Word of God. 


II. Secondly, What your Duty is while you are 
hearing. 


III. Thirdly, What you are to do after you 
have heard 1t. 


I. The firſt Thing, then, neceſſary to hear the 
Word of God with Profit, is, a ſincere Defire of 
your Converſion, I don't ſay you are to be actually 

2 exempt 
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exempt. fram all Sin, and in a perſect State of 
Grace, but you muſt come with a Deſire to for- 
ſake yaur Sins, and to find Remedies for their 
Prevention; for otherwiſe, if you come to hear 
the Word of God with a Heart affected to Sin, 
and with an Indifference to get rid of them, you 
abuſe the Ward, and deceive yourſelves ; you put 
yourſelves out of a Candition to hear with Uſe 
and Profit; becauſe it is to deprive it of its prin- 
cipal Effect, which is to render its Hearers pure 
and holy; to touch their Souls, and to induce 
them to Goodneſs; for the Law of the Lord is 
pure, (Plalm xix. 7.) converting the Soul, and re- 
forming Sinners; it is an Inſtrument in the Hand 
of God to move the Hearts of Men, and to bring 
them to Repentance ; it is as a tuo- edged Sword, 
as St. Paul ſays, Heb. chap. iv. ver. 12. piercing 
even to the dividing aſunder the Joints and Mar- 
row of a Sinner, to ſeparate his Soul from his Sins. 
If Men will cetain inyeterate Habits of Sin, if they 
will not ceaſe to idolize their Paſſions; if they 
will be luxurious, uncharitable, Lovers of Plea- 
ſure, oppreſſive, and unwilling to reſtore what 
they have unjuſtly heaped, up together; the Word 
of God, as holy, lively and piercing as it is, it is 
to be feared will have but very little good Effect; 
vay, ſuch hard, impenetrable Souls, the more they 
| U are 
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are inſtructed, the longer they are exhorted, and 
the louder they are called upon, the harder and 
more obſtinate they grow : The Preacher may lift 
ap his Voice, and cry with all his Might, pro- 
miſe, threaten and encourage ; yet will they de- 
ſpiſe all he ſays, nay, perhaps laugh at it ; they 
will not, nay, in ſuch a Condition they cannot 
hear; no, they cannot : I would be underſtood in 
St. Paul's Senſe: We, as he, ſpeak of the Things 
of God, comparing ſpiritual Thi ngs with ſpiritual, 
1 Cor. chap. ii. ver. 13. theſe the natural Man re- 
cei ves not, ver, 14. curious Queſtions and unpro- 
fitable Speculations he greedily hears ; quaint Ex- 
preſſions, and a florid Style will charm and take 
him ; but the great Truths of Chriſtianity, the 
Doctrines of the Goſpel, the Morality of Jeſus 
Chriſt, cloathed in a plain and humble Dreſs, 
have no Reliſh with a carnal Hearer, they are 
Things which belong to the Spirit of God, and 
are taſted only by Spiritual Underſtandings ; be 
natural Man receives not the Things of the Spirit 


of God: Men plunged deep in Corruption, and 


ſunk low in the Filth and Ordure of their 
Paſſions, cannot appreheng that which proceeds 
from nothing but Purity and Holineſs ; becauſe 


ſuch Things are fooliſhneſs to them, neither can they 


know them, becauſe they are Jr nay © diſcerned 
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for the World and the Follies of it, the Diverſions, 
the Pleaſures and the Vanities of the World, they 
have a quick Apprehenſion, a very ready Under- 
ſtanding ; but for the Things which concern God 
and their Salvation, they have no Taſte, no Capa- 
city; nor can they have, while they retain ſuch a 
diſorderly Paſſion for the World, ſuch a Love of 
Sin and Vanity, and are reſolved to perſevere in 
their Iniquities : neither. can they know them, be- 
cauſe theyare . ſpiritually diſcerned. Such a ſtrong 
Inclination to Sin does not only hinder the Word 
of God. from entering into their Hearts, but makes 
it alſo their Horror and Averſion ; not that this 
Impoſſibility is either abſolute- or invincible, but 
they voluntarily, and of their own Accord put 
themſelves into ſuch a Condition, and then expect 
that the Word of God ſhould break through all 
their wilful Obſtinacy, and convert them, when 
they are reſolved never to be converted. When a 
Man of Underſtanding hears a wiſe Sayi ng, ſays 
the Son of Sirach, be applauds it, he receives it 
with Toy and Profit ; but a Man of a perverſe 
Heart, given up to the Folly of his Lufts, is as a 
2 Veſſel, which retains nothing that is put into 
If the Senſual, the Voluptuous, the Covetous 
or 8 Oppreſſor, hear a Man inveighing bitterly 
againſt the Enormity of theſe deteſtable Sins, and 
U 2 proving 
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proving that it is impoſſible to be ſaved, unleſs 
they are forſaken ; the guilty Perſon will often be 
diſpleaſed, turn his Back, and reſolve never to 
hear him more; but the Reafon of this is plain, 
for between the Word of God and Sin, there is a 
formal Oppoſition ; the Effects of the Word are 
to enlighten the Underſtanding, and unite the Soul 
to its ſovereign Good; whereas the Effects of Sin 
are to fill the Mind with Darknefs and Ignorance, 
and ſeparate it from God, to unite to the Crea- 
ture. And now, how is it poſſible for two ſuch 
contrary Effects to ſubfiſt in the Soul at once? 
Either he Word muſt drive out Sin, or Sin muft 
keep out the Word ; take it, therefore, as à con- 
ſtant and eternal Truth, that to hear with Advan- 
tage and Profit, you muſt come with a ſincere 
fire of your Converfion: This is the firſt Diſ- 
poſition required to hear well; the next is a pure 
Intention. The Intemion of the Hearer ought, 
in ſome Meaſure, to anſwer the Intention of Chriſt, 
in beſtowing ſo great a Bleſſing upon you; now 
his Defign was the Glory of God, and the Sanc- 
tification of the Hearers: All that he demanded 
and required of his Apoſtles was, 10 go to teach all 
Nations, to carry the Truths of the Goſpel every 
where, with a Promiſe that whoſoever 2rould be- 
lieve, and be baptrzed, Noald be ſaved. St. Mark, 
chap. 
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chap. xvi. ver. 15, 16. Now it was for this Rea- 
fon, that the Son of God left you that divine 
Inſtrument which contains his Will, after be had 
revealed it with his own Mouth, in ſo many uſe- 
ful Inſtructions, and ſo many neceſſary Rules, that 
we ſeek it diligently, with a Deſign 40 believe it, 
and conſequently grow better by it; far he that 
tecks God in the Truths he hears, will believe in 
him, and he that believes in him, will ſeove bim, 
and he that ſerves him, ſhall be for ever hope, 
Thus the Defice of a fincere Converſion, and an 
Intention to glorify God, and to ſave yourſelves, 
are the neceflary Diſpoſiions to hear the Word of 
God with Profit : Come but with ſuch a good 
Mind, and all will go well; in whatever Condi- 
tion you are, provided you are thus diſpoſed, all 
you hear will be uſeful; you will be ready to learn 
your Duty, and as willing to practiſe it; being 
thus diſpoſed, you will learn to be patient in your 
Afflictions, moderate in your good Fortune, pru- 
dent in your Deliberations, juſt in your Choice, 
honeſt in your Dealings, temperate in your Plea- 
ſures, reſerved in your Diſcourſe, unblameable in 
your Manners, mild in your Converſation, ſincere 
in your Actions, fervent in your Piety, reſigned 
in all Things to the Will of God, and determined, 


whatever Croſſes or Temptations happen, never to 
forſake 
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forſake bim. This is what the Word of God will 


teach you, when you come with the proper Diſ- 
poſitions: In ſhort, you will learn every Thing 
that concerns your Salvation. I ſhall now, 


II. Secondly, Conſider what is your Duty while 
you are hearing. 
You muſt reſpe& the Word preached as the 


Word of God, St. Paul tells his Hearers ; For ve 


are not as many, which corrupt the Word of God, 
but as of Sincerity, but as of God, in the Sight of © 


God ſpeak we in Chrifl. 2 Cor. chap. ii. ver. 17. 
Such are they ſtill, who ſpeak in Sincerity and 


Truth, who do not adulterate the Word of Life, 
mixing it with vain Stories and falſe Interpreta- 
tions, but are careful to handle it with Purity and 
Integrity; ſuch are of God, and in Chriſt: And if 


with the Eyes of Faith you regard them as ſuch 
who ſpeak to you, if in hearing them, you re- 


member what, and in whoſe Name they ſpeak, 
you would avoid Abundance of Miſtakes, which 
are but too common ; you would not look upon 
what they ſay only as the Words of Men, but 


would reſpect i it as the Will of God, explained to 
you by them. 


Another Diſpoſition required in you, while 
you are hearing the Word, is to look upon it as 


the 
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the Word of Life and Death, upon the good or 
ill Uſe of which depends your Happineſs or Mi- 
ſery ; Wherefore you are to receive- what you hear, 
and apply it to yourſelves, as if it were the Ad- 
vice given you from Heaven, as if the Words were 
the Council and laſt Will of your Father, wherein 
he forgives your Faults, or eternally difinherits 
you. For the ſame Word, at the ſame Time and 
Place, may have different Effects, ſo as to be a 
Principle of Life to ſome, and of Death to others; 
a Fountain of Life to them where it finds or makes 
an humble Heart, but of Death to thoſe who will 
neither .uſe nor apply, but deſpiſe, neglect and 
flight it. Alaſs! Could I open to your View the 
Places reſerved for the Happy and Miſerable, how 
many Souls might you diſcover in the one, who 
owe their Safety to the gracious Opportunities we 
now by the Mercy of God enjoy ? And how many 
in the other, whoſe Miſery is the Puniſhment of 
their Neglect of ſo great Salvation ! The firſt were 
obedient to the Commands of God, they followed 
the Directions of his Word, and the Movements 
of his Grace; they broke off their finful Habits, 
and forſook thoſe Engagements, which might have 
proved fatal to their Souls; they often thought of 


what they heard, they practiſed it, they perſevered 
in that religious Change, and bave Heaven for 
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their ever- glorious Reward : The latter rejefted 
ſcornfully the divine Admonitions, deſpiſed the 
Council and the Giver ; and inſtead of applying 
what they heard to themſelves, ftill ſhifted it off 
to others, till they became hardened and impene- 
trable, and ſo dying in ſuch a deſperate Condition, 
are loft and undone for ever. For the great Secret 
of profiting by the Word of God, is in applying it; 
hearing in Tuch a Manner, as if what was delivered 
to all in general, was only fpoken to cach of you in 
particular; and therefore you ſhould thus reaſon with 
yoorfelves: The Sins which I at now hearing in- 
veighed againſt, may be applicable to me, I am, 
perhaps, the guilty Perſon, if I repent not, I ſhall 
certainly periſh ; inſtead of applying the Words of 
the Preacher to others, I will ſearch my own 
Breaſt, and drive out whatever I find amis there; 
ſo ſhall I eſcape eternal Ruin. Would to God his 
Word was thus heard by all of you! But alaſs! 
there are but few indeed who properly apply any 
Chriftian Truths to themſelves: Every Man can 
apply for his Neighbour, but no one is willing to 
do it for himſelf; they can remember enough] too 
much, unlefs they made a better Uſe of it, than 
to gratify their Malice and their Spite ; but nothing 
to reform and amend themſelves: How wall the 


Poor rejoice when the Sins of the Rich are expo- 
ſed? 


\ 
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ſed? And how the Rich are pleaſed when they 
hear Content and Patience directed to the Poor? 
How ſharp he was upon Uſury and Pride! ſays one; 
and how well he ſpoke againſt Falſhood and Hy- 
pocriſy l ſays another: Blind, infatuated Wretches, 
not to diſcern that they themſelves are as much 
concerned, and have as great a Share in the Sins 
they heard condemned, as thoſe they would ſhift 
them off to. But alaſs! the Devil makes uſe of 
ſtrange Subtiltics, when he has a Soul in his Power, 
he endeavours to keep it from hearing the Word 
at all ; but when that won't do, then he ſuggeſts 
contrary Thoughts ; -as, ſometimes the Preacher is 
too ſevere; and again, too gentle; ſometimes he 
ſpeaks well, and at other Times as ill; and when 
this fails him, he keeps them in continual Diſtrac- 
tions, and that which comes in at one Ear goes 
out at theother : But his greateſt Secret is, putting 
them upon applying that to others, which really 
belongs to themſelves; this has often too ſure an 
Effect. But that you may be aware of it, and 
that I may omit nothing of Moment in ſo unpor- 
tant a Subject as this, I ſhall now proceed, 


III. Thirdy and Lay, To confider what is 
proper to be done after en the Word 


of God preached. 
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Firſt, You ſhould retire, and recolle& yourſelves, 
for if the Buſineſs and Pleaſures of the World im- 
mediately ſucceed the Buſineſs of your Souls, as 
you are by Nature but too ſtrongly affected to the 
World, the Impreſſions of it will be apt to drive 
out all religious Thoughts ; therefore you ſhould 
retire into you Cloſets, and commune with your own 
Hearts, and give Thanks to almighty God for the 


Mercy he allows you of his Will explained; and if 


ſome Parts of it have more nearly touched you 
than others, you ſhould think upon them often, 
and pray that he would give that Power and Strength 
to his Word, that it might bring forth in you a- 
bundantly. This was the Practice of the Son of 
God himſelf, he retired with his Diſciples to ſome 
Mountain, or deſert Place apart, that they might 
reliſh the Sweetneſs of his Word, partake of the 
Comforts it diſpenſed, and by Meditation fix it 
deeply in their Souls: This ſhould you do, reflect 
often upon the Truths you hear, that you may 
reduce them to Practice; that is the great End of 


hearing, to reduce to Practice: Bleſſed are they 


which bear the Word of God, ſaid Jeſus Chriſt, but 
is that enough to make us happy, to hear it only? 
No; but we muſt keep it; without this the other 
is of no Signification, Would you know whether 


you are Chriſt's Diſciples ? The moſt certain Mark 


2 is, 
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is, if you. continue ſtedfaſt in his Word ; it is not 
only hearing or ſpeaking well of the Word, that 


makes you Chriſt's Diſciples, but practiſing it, ma- 
king uſe of it againſt all Temptations: For the 


Word meditated will keep you on your Guard, 
and, reduced to Practice, will preſerve you, from 
Hardneſs of Heart and Impenitency ; for if you 
are mindful of what you hear, you will not defer 
anſwering what you have heard, you will not put 
off your Amendment from Time to Time, but 
take the firſt Occaſion to follow the good Motions 
raiſed by the Word, and by that Means prevent ill 
Habits from rooting in you. For this is certainly 
true, -that of all the different Diſtempers of a fin- 
ful Soul, there is none more difficult to cure, than 
that Hardneſs of Heart which proceeds from often 
hearing the Word, and not profiting by it: How 
many, after twenty or thirty Years hearing the 
Word of God, do yet retain the ſame Inſenſibi- 
lity for their Salvation as ever? Alaſs! is it not to 
be feared, that this at laſt will prove incurable ; 
for if the Word of God bring no Relief, what can 
heal them ? If after the conſtant and earneſt Re- 
petition of ſo many Truths, they ſtill remain un- 
reſolved to practice what they hear, what Hopes 
can they have of ever ſharing in the Reward pro- 
miſed to thoſe that practiſe? For that Word is ſo 

X 2 often 
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often delivered, ſo often commended, that Word 
which can raiſe ſo many Sighs, is too often 're- 
ceived into the Heart as into @ broken Veſſel, where 
the Waters fail; the Fracture is often imperceiv. 
able, and the Sinner thinks himſelf converted; 
till the Failure of the Waters undeceives him, till 
he finds that what he thought was treaſured up, is 
flip'd and gone, and he never the better; for ſo it 
is with thoſe that hear much, and do nothing; 
inſtead of being converted, they grow worſe; for 
did they mind what they heard, their Lives would 
ſoon be changed ; but their Souls are as @ broken 
Veſel, which deceitfully ſheds all that is put into 
it; and this is the Cauſe of their Misfortune, and 
will render their Wonnds incurable, GST 
have Mercy upon them. 

Thus have I laid before you choſe Diſpolitions 
which are neceflary for the profitable hearing the 
Word of God; retire, therefore, and cloſe the 
Windows of your Senſes, and in Silence reflect up- 
on theſe Truths that have been told you, and then - 
form holy Reſolutions of putting them in Practice. 
This do, and live; fo will you do Honour to the 
Word of God, it will abide with you, and at laſt 


procure you the great Reward of an ever-blſſed 
Eternity. 
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T H E 


 LAMENTABLE GROWTH 
OF THE 


WICK E D. 


Rom. iii. 10, 1. 


There is none righteous, no not one 
there is none that hb, * 
it none that ſecketh after God. 


— 


22 


HIS is a ſad Reflection of the Apoſtle 
upon the univerſal Wickedneſs of Man- 
kind, in the Words of the Royal Pro- 
| phet, taken out of P/ahn xiv, or Lit. 
where the Prophet complains of the Prophaneneſs 
of the World; which was arrived to that Height 
as to caſt off almoſt even the Acknowledgment of 
a God, and attended with ſuch a dreadful Decay 
of Fer, fuck baſe, vile Converſation, that there 
Y 2 uy was 


an 7 ; & „ os noo oy 4 


was not the leaſt Good any where to be found ; - 
This, as it was obſervably true of Jrael in holy 
David's Time, fo it had a_kind of prophetick. 
Truth with reſpect to future Ages; and therefore 
the Apoſtle here applies it to his own Times, that 
the Profeſſors as well of the Jewiſb Law, as of 
the Goſpel, were ſo falfe, ſo inſincere, ſo univer- 
ſally wicked, that the moſt favourable Opinion he 
could entertain of them was to think, that they 
never expected to be accountable to God for what 
they did. And it cannot be ſtrange, if we till 
repeat the ſame Words, for the ſame Complaint 
holds as true now, as it did in holy David's, or 
St. Paul's Days; for if we confider the ſtrong Cor- 
ruption of the preſent Age, thoſe 'ctying Vices, 
thoſe unheard-of Infidelities, dreadful Injuſtices, 
pernicious Doctrines, licentious Writings, and the 
open Impiety of theſe latter Days, we ſhall be 
forced to conclude, that we exactly anſwer the 
Apeſtle's Character, and that he ſpoke of us, in 
ſiying, There is none righteous, no not. one; there 
i none that underſtandeth, there is nane that ſeth- 
eth after God, From which Words I ſhall, 


I. Fit, Conſider in its ſeveral Degrees the ex- 
treme Negligence, or rather Blindneſs, the 
greateſt Part of Mankind live in with reſpe& 
to their Salvation. | IL 
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II. Secondly, 1. ſhall enquire into the Cauſes of 
that Ignorance, that we may diſcover a Re- 
medy for io dangerous an Evil, 


I. And Firſt, To fre es Chriſtian the Ex- 
ceſs of his Ignorance, I need only give him a 
Proſpect of his Miſery, and lay before him the 
true State of his Condition ; he comes into the 
World as a Perſon baniſhed from his native Coun- 
try, and Death is his Delivery and Return ; for 
we are as Strangers and Sojourners, as all our Fa- 
thers were, We are, indeed, upon a tedious Joun- 
ney, but who thinks whither he is going? We are 
all gone out of the Way, and every one walks after 
his Fortune, or as his Humour carries him; one 
purſues his Intereſt, another his Ambition; one 
follows the Buſineſs, and another the Vanities of 
this. Life, without confidering where it muſt all 
end: They follow the Ways of their own Hearts, 
and take up with ſuch Directions as ſerve only for 
this Life, and never think, never concern them- 
felves for Eternity ; the corrupt Rules of a falſe 
Prudence glew them to the preſent, ſo that they 
hve in a profound Ignorance of what is to come; 
they ean never be ſatisfied with the Knowledge of 
what paſſes in the World, their Curioſity puts 
3 and diſyuting every 
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Thing, but care not how little they underſtand of 

what their Religion propoles, that their Souls are 

immortal, muſt Kve |for ever in another State, of 

Happineſs, if they perform their Duty, of Miſery, 

if they neglect it. Now, did they believe, was 

not Faith entirely extinguiſhed in them, they 

would endeavour to be well informed of thee 

Things; for he is like to make but a bad Journey, 

ho knows not where be is going; had they a 

/ fincere Defire to be ſaved, they would not always 

be Children in Knowledge, and have their Minds 

perpetually filled with Trifles ; they-wanld be un- 

eaſy till they met with ſome Satisſuction in an Af- 

fair of fo much Importance: For Negligence, 

where themſelves, their Eternity, their All is at 

Stake, is not to be even Selt-love, 

the common Intereſt of Mankind, or the Light of 

Reafon, would ſuggeſt as much as this to us. 

There is-no great Depth of Learning required to 

ewa Man that there is no real 'Happinels here, 

and that the Pleafures of the World are but Vani- 
ty; that our Evils are infinite, and that Death 
which threatens every Inftant will put an End to 
them in a very ſhort Time, and place us in an e- 
ternal Condition of Happineſs or Miſery; and 
they who doubt of this, can have mo Title to the 
former, there remains only for them u drendful 

; | Eren - 
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EaxpeQtution of tho latter: Let Men brave. it. as 
much as they will, this muſt. end the fineſt Life 
in the World and- ſack a doubtful Thought can- 
not bat be treubleſeme-; ſo that for their own 
Eafe;. av well as out of Duty, Men. ſhould endea- 
vour to ſatiafy their Minds; and they that do not, 
ae not only unhappy, but unjuſt. too. Now I 
will ſhow a liecle more particularly the Unreaſon- 
ablengis and extravagant Behaviour of ſuch People, 
b conſidering bow they may be ſuppoſed to rea- 
ſon, ho ne | reſolved: to live in ſuch a dangerous 
State: We know not, ſay they, who fent us into 
the Word, nor what the Werld is, nor ourſelves; 
_ we know not what is our Body, our Senſes, or 
bur Seals not beth this Part of us which. makes 
theſe Reſloctions any better Knowledge of itfelf ; 

we fec nothing. but Infirmities on all Sides, all tat 
we know ia, that we muſt die, what Death is we 
know not, only this we are ſure of, that it is un- 
avoidable ; and as we know not from whence we 
dame, ſo neither whither we muſt go; whether 
wo ſhall drop into nothing, or fall into the Hands 
ai an offended God; and yet they will venture, 
and from | fuck Thoughts as theſe draw no better 
a+ Concluſion, than that they have nothing to do, 

but ts follow blingly their own Inclinations, and 


bam ſo. highty guilty. as to make Damnation 
4 | ſure 
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ſare to them, in caſe it be true, which it may be 


moſt incurable ; ſach are in Danger, withoug 
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for ought they know, or can ſay to the contrary ; 
they will take no Pains to be ſatisfied in it, for 
fear of finding it true, and will treat thoſe with 
Contempt that ſhall endeavour to convince them 
of it. It is indeed a Glory, a Credit to our Reli- 
gion, to have ſuch unreaſonable People for its E- 
nemies ; and their Oppofition is fo little dangerous, 
that it rather ſerves to eſtabliſh the Truth of it; 
for the Chriſtian Faith deſigns chiefly to convince 
us of the Corruptich of Nature, and Redemption 
by Jeſus Chriſt; now if theſe Sort of Men do 


not Evidence their Redemption by the Purity of 


their Lives, at leaſt they ſhew the Corruption of 
their Nature by ſuch unnatural Thoughts; ſo that 
not only their Zeal who ſeek God proves the 
Truth of Religion, but their Blindneſs alſo, who 
ſeek him not, and who live in 46 os ani fo dan- 
gerous a Neglect. 


1 


III. Secondly, As the .d Degree of a 
rance we are confidering, conſiſts in a wilful Ig- 
norance of a Life to come; ſo the next is a kind 
of Spiritual Lethargy, the deepeſt Wound Sin hath 
made in the Soul; it is being blind and ignorant 
without knowing we are ſo, which makes it al- 


＋ 


fearing 
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fearing it, and run farther in their Miſtakes with- 
Out perceiving they are miſtaken; they are be- 
nighted, without being ſenſible that it is dark; 
they expoſe themſelves to Danger, without Pre- 
caution: In ſhort, they think not of their Igno- 
rance ; they perceive not the Wound of their 
Souls, becauſe they conſult their Senſes only ; their 
Darkneſs is unknown to them; . becauſe it is more 
in their Wills than in their Underſtandings; they 
walk in Ways of Darkneſs, as benighted Travel- 
lers ih a Foreſt, who can ſcarce diſtinguiſh any 
thing that offers, OO the wagging of a 
Leaf ſcares them, and aga in they are bold upon the 
Brink of a 1 hardy where they ſhou 

be fearful, and timorous where they might be con- 

fident: So they that are ignorant in the Concerns 
of their Souls, know not what they do, nor whi- 
ther they go; they wander, and yet think them. 
ſelves in the Right; Truth and Falſehood are alike 
to them, till at length they become ſo hardened a- 
gainſt all religious Thoughts, that the Terrors of 
the Lord, the Fear of his Judgments, and all thoſe 
amazing Conſiderations our Faith propoſes to us 
in the Goſpel, make no Impreſſion upon their 
Minds; Heaven, and the Hopes of a bleſſed Eter- 
nity, our Religion propoſes, are a Dream 
to them ;/ and the Treaſures the Scripture boaſts 
os. Z of, 
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of, whoſe Riches are ircorruptible, are of leſs Va- 
lue with them than a little corruptible Earth; 
they care for none of theſe Things ; and are ſo un- 
happy as to render all theſe Means, which are pro- 
per for their Recovery, uſcleſs, by their Contempt 
of them ; they would be willingly ignorant of no- 


thing, but that which would promote their Salva- 


tion ; they are for knowing every thing but their 
own Darkneſs and Ignorance, becauſe they love 
it, and it pleaſes them: 
Which is a Third Degree of that Ignorance 
ſo common in ſpiritual Matters, and which ex- 
ceeds all that hath been hitherto. mentioned; for If it 
is an Evil to be ignorant, it is a thouſand Times 
much more ſo, to be in love with it: For why 
ſhould Sinners be pleaſed with their own Condi- 
tion, but only becauſe it Keeps them infenfible of 
their Miſery ; they chuſe Darkneſs rather than Light, 
not only becauſe their Deeds are evil, but becauſe 
they are unwilling to be convinced of their Mil- 
takes; they avoid as much as poſſible the Truths 
of Religion, leſt they ſhould be interrupted in the 


_ Courſe of their imaginary. Pleaſures, by the melan- 


choly Entertainment of ſerious Thoughts ; and 
therefore it is that they care not for knowing any 
thing of another Life, becauſe they love this too 


well; and thus they {ide from one Danger to ano- 


ther, 


% 
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E 
ther, till it ends in ſuch an Infenfibility to all re- 
ligious Truths, as nothing but the laſt Trump can 
wake them out of it: they court an Ignorance of 
theſe Things, and then what can do them good? 
For as every Thing is a Sermon to them that be- 


lieve, ſo all Things are mute and ſilent to them 
What can recover them that d6 not 


that do not. 
believe? For they that have no Faith, can have 
no Repentance, and where there is no Repentance, 
God will vouchſafe no Pardon. And now the 
great Misfortune of this is, that it is become al- 
moft univerſal; Faith is ſcarce to be found on 


Earth: So that was the Son of Man to come im- 


mediately, the Prophecy is near accompliſhed, for 


there is none that underſtandeth, there is none that 
ſeeketh after God. | 


II. I hall now, Secondly, Enquire into the 


Cauſes of fo general Deſection from Goodneſs, and 
what it is that renders the World fo careleſs of their 
ation. And the firſt of theſe we may juſtly 
„ oe pay or Pon 
is peculiar to Pride to blind the U 


delights to diſcover himſelf to the Humble; ſo pu- 
niſhing the Self- conceited, by hiding himſelf from 


* 


and that Vanity darkens and obſcures the Soul, God 


their Knowledge, and keeping them in Ignorance- 
2 2 of 


— 
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of his glorious Nature, and their own dangerous 
Condition; he permits them to go on in their own 
Ways, and inſpires them not with that Eſteem for 
Eternity, which he gives to the Meek and Lowly ; 
and he will be found only of thoſe who ſeek. him. 
with pure and obedient Hearts. In vain, therefore, 


does a proud Spirit hear of thoſe great Things our 


Faith propoſes, he is too high to be really ſenſible 
of what the Humble diſcovers, his Preſumption 
blinds him, and God will leave him to that vo-- 


—luntary Ignorance, . which he ſo eagerly embraces : 


And thus it is that he cannot diſcern what the / 
true Believer ſees, and that he can ſo eaſily hear 

of the Severity of God's Judgments, without be- 

ing in the leaſt concerned; but in endeavouring to 

riſe, he ſhall fall; and though he ſhall ſay in bis 

Heart, I will aſcend into Heaven, I will exalt 

myſelf above the-Stars of: Gad, yet ſhall be be brought 


down to Hell, to the Sides of the Pit, Iſaiah xiv. 


ver. 13, 1 5. 

Again, as Preſumption, ſa Cowardice, or.a cer-- 
tain Lazineſs of Temper, which faints at the leaſt. 
Apprehenſions of Difficulty, is another Occaſion. 
of that general Negle& of Religion in the World; 
for inſtead of having Generofity enough to deſpiſe. 
the preſent, and Courage ſufficient to place your 
Conſiderations —_ Things inviſible, unſcen ; and 


to 
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to put on Reſolutions of worſhipping a God that is 


diſcovered through the Veil of Faith, of ſerving a 
Maſter from whom your greateſt, your chiefeſt Ex- - 


Soul enough, I ſay, to profeſs ſincerely a Religion 


ſo pure and holy as ours is, and to evidence the 
Power of that divine Spirit we are Partakers of in 


Chriſt, Men ſuffer their Hearts to fink at a thou- 


ſand Thoughts that concern their Souls, and are 
ready to renounce their Faith for every little Thing 
that looks like an Impediment; the perpetual War 


which they are to carry on againſt their irregular 
Appetites, ſcares them.; and the narrow Way the 


Goſpel ſpeaks of, is too uneaſy for the Chriſtian | 
that places all his Confidence in his own Strength 
and Virtue ; by little and little they become like 
thoſe 1ſraektes,. who were diſcouraged from ven- 
turing: forward towards the Land of Canaan, by 
the different Reports they heard of the Dangers © 
they were to encounter in their Journey to it; ſo 


Men's Hearts fail them, and. their Fears make 


ſach falſe Impreſſions upon their Minds, that the - 
Weak are eaſily perſuaded to give over, and truſt. 
to they know. not what: They conceive ſtrange - 


Notions of the Way to Salvation, as that it: is at 
beſt rugged and troubleſome, and as Paradiſe of 
old, ſo this. is guarded by 4 two-edged Sword, di- 


viding ' 


pectations are in another Life: . Inſtead of having 
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diding even between \ the Joints and Marrow; the 


great Caution they are to uſe, and the continual 
Watchfulneſs they onght to have over themſelves, 
their Words and Actions, ſeems impoſſible; and 
whatever they hear of another Life, paſſes but for 
Exaggerations of Fancy in their Minds; and thus 
being affrighted at Difficulties of their own creating, 
they ſeek falſe Reaſons, invent ill Excuſes, and 
make pitiful Pretences, to conceal their Want of 
Courage, till by Degrees they fall from Diſcou- 
ragement to Diftruſt, from Diſtruſt to Deſpair, 
and a Forgetfulneſs of their Salvation, of which, 
after this, they are as careleſs, as of a Thing they 
think altogether impoſſible. 

Thirdly, The irreligious Temper of the Age 
proceeds from a Corruption of the Heart, occa- 
fioned by too great a Love of the World; for 
this has bewitching Charms, and by the fair Ap- 
pearance of its Promiſes, and the falſe Splendor of 
its Vanities, captivates leſs wary Souls, and draws 


them willingly to thcir Ruin: For Men thus de- 


luded diſcern not Truth from Falſchood, purſue 
a Shadow, forget God, and live as if they were 
never to die; the Love of the World is Enmity 
with God, ſays St. James, ch. iv. ver. 4. and the 
Lives of thoſe who ate ſo buily intent upon the 


World prove it fuffciently ; ; their Youth is —— 
monly 
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monly ſpent in Folly and Extravagance, to ay no 
worſe ; their riper Years in a Variety of -Pleafure 


and Pain, Diſquiet and Diverſion ; and that Part 
of Life in which their Senſes are frozen, is uſu- 
ally taken with vain Deſires of Eaſe, and an ima- 
ginary Happineſs; to ſay nothing of thoſe Parts 
of human Life which are conſumed in unproſitable 
Trifles, for theſe moſt certainly devour a great. 
Part of that Time which was g 


wen us to work 
ant our Salvation in; and the Neceſſities of. Life, 
and bow to ſupply them, are likewiſe great En- 
gagements of their Thoughts from their better 
Employment: For as the People could not bearten 
to Moſes, when be ſpake to them of the Land of” 
Promiſe, for Anguiſh of Spirit, and for cruel Bon- 
dage, (Exod. vi. g.) ſo when Afflictions, or the 
Neceſſities of Life, preſs hard, the Chtiſtian is 
with Difficulty brought off from Things ſenſible to 
Things eternal. That ſtrong Affection for the Eaſe 
and Comfort of Life, inſenſibly diſuſes the Mind 
from the Thoughts of Heaven, where the Hopes 
and Defires of the truly Righteous are always 
fixed ; for nothing ſooner induces a Forgetfulneſs 
of God, than the conſtant Application to the Affairs 
of the World; and nothing ties them and unites 
them faſter to the World, than an Igporance 


. 
ey 
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they ſhall be: Such are ſo ſurrounded with Clouds 
of Darkneſs, as to Spiritual Matters, that: nothing 
leſs than the Brightneſs of the Grace of God can 
diſpel it, and call them back to their Duty. Now 
whether this violent Love of the World be pro- 
perly the Effect of that natural Levity of Temper 
which ſooner applies to every Thing that is vain 
and empty, than to one ſerious Thought, or whe- 
ther it proceeds from that inordinate Love every 
Man has for himſelf, is not certain; but this is 
plain, that the greateſt Part of Mankind are ra- 
ther hurried away by Violence of Paſſion, than led 
o: directed by the Light of Reaſon ; and the In- 
dulgence they uſe towards their Bodies, ſhews us 
the Indifference they have for their Souls, and con- 
ſequently, that they embrace the World rather 
than Religion, becauſe that flatters their Corrup- 
tion, this only entertains with Truths which are 
diſagreeable to Fleſh and Blood. 

Fourthly and Laſtiy, Another, and I think the 
greateſt Cauſe of that Neglect Men live in with 
reſpect to their Salvation, is Want of Faith in 
the Buſineſs of another Life, in that great Reward 
which God hath prepared for all that love and ſerve 
him ; a carnal Mind is too groſs to conceive the 
Value of that hidden Treaſure, and the great 
Hopes of an eternal Kingdom make no Impreſſion 


upon 
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upon the Hearts of too many, becauſe with them 
it is inconceivable ; they doubt of what they can- | 
not comprehend, never confidering that God's De- | 
ſigns of Glory for thoſe whom he hath elected, 
are ſo deep, the Greatneſs of his Promiſes ſo inef- 
fable, and his Judgments ſo vaſt and incomprehen- 
fible, that they are beyond the Reach of the clear- 
eſt Underſtandings, much more of ſuch whoſe 
Minds are clouded by ſenſual Pleaſures : And in- 
deed, Faith is almoſt extinguiſhed in the Hearts of 
the Carnal, and the little Light they may have left, 
will prove too dim to direct them in a Life which 
is the Shadow of Death; and therefore it is that 
we ſo often ſee you giving up your Hopes of a 
bleſſed Eternity, for the Batisfaction of a Moment, 
and felling your Birthright, all the Titles you 
have to the divine Adoption, for a Meſs of Pot- 
tage, as the Scripture ſpeaks, Gen. xxv. 33, 34. 
that is, for that which is next to nothing ; but did 
you know the Gift of God, as our Saviour ſaid to 
the Woman of Samaria, (St. Fohn iv. 10.) did you 
know the Value of that Water ſpringing up unto E- 
ternal Life, you would ſoon thirſt after none other. 
And this is the great Advantage you have by your 
Faith, it preſently gives a Diſtaſte of all that is 
temporal and periſhing ; it ſhews you the Uncer- 
tainty and Unprofitableneſs of all thoſe Things 

Aa you 
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you here ſo much court, and undeceives you by 
the Experience it gives you of their empty Nature; 
it ſhews you that you muſt make the beſt uſe 
of your Time, for whatſoever you ſow, that ſhall 
you reap; for be that ſoweth to the Fleſh, ſhall of 
the Fleſh reap Corruption. Gal. vi. 7, 8. It directs 
you not to delay that which muſt be begun ſome 
Time or other, if you have any Care for your 
Souls, I mean Repentance ; for Weakneſs of Age, 25 
and the Violence of a Diſtemper, will certainly 
render you leſs able for ſuch a Duty, though you 
ſhould then have the Grace to begin it. In ſhort, 
he that wants Faith, wants all the Motives that 
can be to work out his Salvation, and all the En- 
couragements to ſupport him in that great Con- 
cern, his Happineſs in another Life; I therefore 
the Light that is in thee be Darkneſs, how great is 
that Darkneſs? Matt. vi. 23. Thus have I briefly 
conſidered wherein that great Neglect Men live in 
with Reſpect to their Souls conſiſts; do not you, 
therefore, who believe, follow theſe Miſtakes, 
1 which deceive the World; nor hearken to the 
5 falſe Prudence of it, which will not conſiſt with 
| a true Senſe of your Duty: Break off thoſe Bonds 
which hold you ſo ſtraitly to the Earth, and do not 
purchaſe Trifles at the Expence of your Salvation, 


Conſider of what Conſequence that is, which the 
| | Goſpel 
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Goſpel calls the only one Thing neceſſary, and en- 
deavour to learn the Way of Life, compared to 
which all other Knowledge is but Ignorance. Re- 
move from before your Eyes that Veil which con- 
ceals your Happineſs ; for nothing will ſooner in- 
ſpire you with ſerious Thoughts of your Salvation, 
than to raiſe your Minds ſometimes towards Heaven, 
and to form Ideas of it in ſome Meaſure ſuitable 
to the mighty Recompence God reſerves for us 
there. 

In a Word, ſeek after that heavenly Wiſdom 
which will teach you truly the Will of God, and 
pray for that Aſſiſtance which may enable you to 
perform it ; and that the Difficulties in the Way 
may not diſcourage you, remember you have the 
Strength of your Redeemer to ſupport you, his 
Merits to plead for you, God himſelf for your 
Defence, and your exceeding great Reward. 
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Let the Wicked forſake his Way, and 


the unrighteous Man his Thoughts : 


and let him return unto the Lord. 


E all agree that a Return to God is 
| abſolutely neceſſary, becauſe without 
it we can never be ſaved; for unleſs 


we are converted, we ſhall-not enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. We agree alſo, 
that the Son of God came into the World to fave 
Sinners, which he himſelf hath declared in St. 
Matthew ix. ver. 13. For I am not come to call the 


Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance. We agree 


yet further, that all our Happineſs, and all our 


Conſolation, the Glory and Reward which we 
5 hope 
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hope for in Heaven, depend upon our Converſion, 
fer nothing unclean ſhall enter there, Now by Sin 
we ſeparate from God, and draw nigh to the 
Creature; and by the Union with the Creature, 
and this Separation from God, our Souls be- 
come polluted ; but by our Converſion we for- 
ſake the Creature, and return to God; which 
happy Return purifies our Souls, and gives them 
in Chriſt Jeſus a new Title to eternal Happineſs ; 
which Purity of the Soul, is the Wedding Gar- 
ment ſpoken of in the Goſpel, which gives us Ad- 
miſſion to the Feaſt of the Lamb : whereas they 
that approach without this Garment, are bound 
and delivered over to the Executioners of the di- 
vine Juſtice, to be eternally tormented, It is there- 
fore certain, and you cannot doubt, but that you 
muſt neceſſarily return to God, if you would be 
ſaved; all the World owns it, that knows any thing 
of their natural State; and we have nothing in 
the whole Book of God more earneſtly recom- 
mended. And yet what Sinner is there that takes 
a Reſolution of forſaking his evil Ways, and re- 
turning to God, whatever Remonſtrances, Rea- 
ſons and Exhortations may be offered to him, in 
order to his Conviction? Who is there that does 
not rather liſten to the fatal Suggeſtions of the 
Devil, who labours inceſſantly to prevent it, and 
hinder him from laying hold of any Advantage to 
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bis Soul ? By thruſting all Sorts of Impediments 
in the Way; as Buſineſs, Diverſion, temporal In- 
tereſts, and by cloſing your Ears to all divine Ad- 
monitions and Advice, which the Word of God 
offers to engage you to return to him: Alas! there 
are but few, even among Chriſtians, that are wil- 
ling to know what it is: Many will be Ignorant 
of it: Many abuſe and deceive themſelves, ima- 
gining it to be what themſelves are pleas'd to make 
it, and not what the Prophet informs us it really 
is, 4 forſaking our evil Ways and Thoughts, and a 
Return unto God: Let the Wicked forſake bis Way, 
and the unrighteous Man his Thoughts, and let bim 
return unto the Lord. (Let him ceaſe to do or to 
think that which is Evil, and apply bimſelf ſe- 
riouſly to a zealous and earneſt Proſecution of his 
Duty), From which Words of the Prophet I 
ſhall take occaſion to Confider : 


I. Firſt, What this Term Converſion to God 
unplics. 

II. Secondly, What it is in its Nature. 

HI, Thirdly, and Laftly, What the Effects of 
it will be where it is real and ſincere. 


I. Firft, As to the Term: The Hebrews call it 
a Return, which ſuppoſes a Departure; and Sin is 
properly 
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properly a Departure or Separation from God: 
Your Iniguities have ſeparated between you and your 
God, ſaid the Prophet Tſatah chap. lix. ver. 2. But 
when he that was given up to do Wickedly, con- 
ſiders, quits, and bids farewel to his Sins, and fol- 
lows Virtue as eagerly as he once did Vice, he is 
ſaid to forſake his evil Ways, and return to God: 
Which is further intimated by the Signification of 
the Word according to the Greek, for there it is 
a Change of Mind which produces a like Change 
of Affections, and conſequently a Sorrow for the Ill 
that is paſt : It is ſecond Thoughts, which becauſe 
they differ from, and are uſually wiſer and better 
then the Firſt, therefore the Greeks meant by it, 


the being of a better Mind than we were before; 


and thus the Unrighteous forſakes his Thoughts : So 
that under the general Notion of Converſion theſe 
two Things are included: A Departure from Sin; 
A Return to God with a Love of Goodneſs: A 
Departure from Sin, a deep and ſenſible Remorſe 
of Conſcience, which the Scriptures call Contri- 
tion ; as they call Impenitency, a hardened Heart, 
that is inſenſible and will yield to nothing, nay 
which will refiſt the Hand of God himſelf; for 
none but God by his Power can ſoften and mol- 
lify ſuch a Heart. The Centurion, an Heathen, 
when he ſaw the Rocks cleave and fly in Pieces at 
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the Death of Chriſt, freely acknowledg'd, that 
the Hand of God was there : It is his Holy Spirit, 
and his Spirit only, that can make ſuch rocky 
Hearts as ours become Fleſh: And as God gives 
us new Hearts, ſo he makes us new Creatures : 
But theſe new. Creatures are not born without 
ſome Pains: It is not a flight Sorrow that makes 
a true Repentance, the Heart of a penitent Sinner 
(as David ſpeaks) muſt tremble and be broken; and 
not only ſo, but as he experimentally ſpeaks of 
his own, it muſt be ſmitten and wounded, Sin 
muſt be ſeverely dealt with, and the Strokes yort 
give it muſt be repeated; for though the leaſt 
Wound in 2 Man's Heart be Mortal, yet it is not 
ſo with an impenitent ſinful Heart: The Tears of 
Repentance make no Impreſſion upon a Heart of 
Stone, but by a long continued Diſtillation: We 
are nat to imagine, that the Sorrow of a real Re- 
pentance is only a little Melancholy, a ſuperficial 
Grief, a ſour Lock, or the like; but if we believe 
the Scriptures, it is @ Pzercing of the very Soul, 
a wounded Spirit, @ broken and contrite Heart : 
And this is Part of what we have intimated to us 
in this Term of Converſion; waz. A Diſpleaſuce 
againſt Sin, or an Averſion to Evil: The other is 

a Return to God, and a Love of Goodneſs: It 
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is not enough for a Man not to love the World, 
but he muſt love God: Wherefore they are de- 
ceived who think they have done much, when 
they can ſay, they have done no Evil: For tho 
a Man ſhould abſtain from all Evil, and do no 
Good, he is far ſhort of his Duty: He muſt learn 
to do Well, as well as ceaſe to do Evil; he muſt 
die to Sin, that he may live unto Righteouſneſs : 
God curſed the Fig-tree that bore no Fruit, no- 
thing being Good that is barren: So that true Con- 
verſion denotes an Hatred of Sin, and a Love of 
+ Goodneſs: All that is ſhort of theſe, is ſhort of 
Repentance unto Salvation ; and wherever theſe 
are, all that the Scripture calls Converfion is im- 
plied in them, and will certainly follow them. 


II. Secondly, 1 ſhall now conſider Converſion 
as to its Nature. Whatever Converſion we find 
approved in the Holy Scriptures, either Old or New, 
proceed from the Bottom of the Heart; ſo that 
no Man whoſe Soul is not changed can be faid to 
Repent: For God having made us, and made us 
Wonderfully, and we having ruin'd and undone 
our ſelves, muſt be reſtored, made over again, be- 
fore we can be happy; and this is the new Crea- 
tion, which is ſo great an Alteration, that it is 
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ſaid in ſome Senſe to be greater then the firſt ; be: 


cauſe the Things created had in them no Oppoſi- 
tion to the Power of God; but a Sinner hath diſ- 
poſitions oppoſite to the Spirit of Grace, and theſe 
muſt be removed before we can recover our firſt 
happy Condition: But when God calls us from Sin, 
it is that we ſhould return to that Holineſs we had 
ſo long forſaken, and to that Paradiſe from whence 
we had been driven. Adam fell, and we with 
him; and when we ſhould have recovered that 
Slip; by endeavouring to extenuate, he makes it 
wotſe, when he ſhould have returned to God, he 
fled: So we ſtill turn with Eaſe, but how? From 
bad to worſe, very willingly from one extreme to 
another ; the Covetous will ſooner become Prodi- 
gal, than truly liberal : This is not the Wheel of 
Fortune (as Men call it) but the Inconſtancy of 
cir Minds and Tempers; for what does the 
greateſt Part of the World, but turn and wind and 
wander in a Labyrinth of perplexing Thoughts, in 
a conſtant Return to the ſame Actions, enliſting 
themſelves in the Service of Sin and Satan, labour- 
ing hard not only to undo themſelves, but to make 
Proſelytes for Hell, by tempting and betraying 
others into Wickedneſs. Men turn, alaſs! they 
come and go, roll from one Thing to another ; 
Bb 2 they 
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they (hift, but never change ; for they are always 
beading towards Evil, and-only talk of returning 
to God; for God knows, there is generally little 
elſe : But as the Kingdom of God, ſo Converſion 
conſiſts not in Words, there is much to be done, 
they that have loved much, muſt weep much; our 
Converſion maſt in ſome Meaſure be equal to our 
Sins ; for in that God makes his Grace to abound 
where Sin abounds, it is that we may be abundant 
in our Repentance : For a flight Grief, and a d 
forced Tears will never wipe out mighty Sins: If 
it be not univerſal, compleat as to all its Parts, if 
it wants its juſt Proportion, and its true Degree, it 
will not be Repentance unto Salvation. Thus to 
return to God, is not ſufficient for the Converſion 
of a Sinner; but much more is required to the 
Converſion of a Hypocrite: He muſt fitſt renounce 
his falſe Pretenſions to-Holineſs; he muſt own him. 
ſelf to-be what others are, even ſuch as the Publi- 
Can; 1, e. A wretched. Sinner, and then return to- 
God. When the Publican ſaid, God be merciful: 
to me a Sinner! He does not begin with a Con- 
feſſion of his Sin, for that he never ſo much as in 
Thought denied, but at firſt owns God Merciful; 
Luke chap. xvili. ver. 13. Whereas the harte 
neither acknowledges himſelf poor or ſinful, nor 


does 
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does he believe that he has any Occaſion for the 
Mercy of God; he thinks he has all, and there- 
fore aſks for nothing, as you ſee in ver. 11, 12.: 
There are others who having for a Time forſaken 
their Iniquities return again to their Vomit, and 
plunge themſclves afreſh into their Diſorders; but 
what can theſe expect? It is no fleeting tranſient 
Paſſion that will conſtitute that Repentance which 
is to Life; but it is a continual Abhorrence of 
Sin, and Love of Virtue: It muſt be a conſtant 
perſevering Goodneſs of Heart; not only for a 
Day, but to the End of our Lives: He that Re- 
pents, keeps the Commandments always; which 
wholoever does not, but does Good by Fits, at 
certain Seaſons, and then breaks off and returns 
to his former wicked Courſe, he does not repent 
in the Scripture-Account: He indeed repents of 
his Repentance, and will certainly come ſhort of 
the Benefits promiſed to the Penitents: But when 
the Righteous, ſays God by his Prophet Ezekiel 
chap. xvii. ver. 24. Turneth from his Righteouſneſs, 
and committeth Iniquity, and doth according to all 
the Abominations that the wicked Man doth, ſhall 
be live? All bis Righteoufneſs that be bath done 
Hall not be mentioned; in his Treſpaſs that be hath 
Treſpuſſed, and in his Sin that he hath Sinned, in 
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them ſhall be die. Nay, not only ſo, but the Scrip- 
ture intimates, that it ſhall be worſe with him 
that thus turns again to Folly : For if, ſays St. Pe- 
ter in his Second Epiſtle chap. ii. ver. 20, 21. After 
they have eſcaped the Pollutions of the Werld, thro 
the Knowleage of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
they are again intangled therein, and overcome ; 
the latter End is worſe with them then the Beginning; 
for it had been better for them not to have known 
the Way of Righteouſneſs, then after they bave 
known it, to turn from the Holy Commandments de- 
livered unto them, I ſhall now, 


HI. Thirdly and Laſtly, Proceed to conſider 
what will be the Effects of Converſion, where it 
is real and ſincere. 

Firſt, It will produce an ks of all 
thoſe Actions that were amiſs, a ceaſing from Evil 
which we formerly committed, and a Perform- 
ance of all that Good which before we left un- 
done ; more particularly the Thoughts and Imagi- 
nations are brought under Subjection, they are at 
leaſt check'd and call'd to account at preſent ; our 
Defires and Appetites, our Fears and Hopes, are 
principally fixed upon Things contrary to what 
they were before: We ſhall no longer be greedy 
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after the World's Wealth, and covet Honours, or 
thirſt after ſenſible Pleaſures, above all Things ; but 
we ſhall in the firſt Place ſeek the Kingdom of God 
and the Righteouſneſs thereof ; to this will all our 
Endeavours tend: Our Words and Speeches, if 
they were formerly wicked or vain, will become 
Good and Profitable: They that opened their 
Mouths againſt Heaven, and bid Defiance to God 
himſelf, by Atheiſtic, Prophane, and Irreligious 
Talk, will by ſuch a Change expreſs a Senſe of 
Piety and Goodneſs in their Converſation ; or if 
they have Injured their Neighbour, by Lying, by 
falſe Accuſations, by Slander and DetraQtion, they 
will curb their Tongues, and make amends for 
the Injuries they have done. Thoſe which we 
call our Works, Mens external Actions, if they 
were formerly Evil, will then be changed, and 
Truth and Virtue, Love to God and good Will to 
Men, will become the principal Springs of all their 
Actions: In ſhort both inf infide and out, both Head 
and Heart, will be the ſame, both will be Holy : 
The inward and ſpiritual Senſe of it is indeed the 
Principal and moſt Neceſſary; for without this, 
all the Rigour and Severity he may outwardly uſe 
towards himſelf, is but like the Madneſs of tl e 
Prieſts of Baal, a Tragedy to no Purpoſe: It is 


to 
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to ſerve God as Michal ſerved Saul, to leave an 
Image for David: It is to think to ſteal a Bleſſing 
by a Diſguiſe, to ſmite on the Stomach, to lie in 
Sackcloth and Aſhes, to make our Repentance to 
conſiſt in this only, is to imitate Joſeph's Brethren, 
who brought his Coat torn and bloody to Jacob, that 
he might believe his Son was dead, Gen. ch. xxxvii. 
ver. 31, 32. Sin may live under all the Inſtances 
of an apparent Mortification : Our Members are 


but Inſtruments of Sin, as St. Paul tells us, and 


therefore to think to cure the deep Wounds of the 
Soul, by the Mortification of the Bodily Members, 
is like laying the Medicine to the Weapon, that 
ſhould be applied to the Patient; the Enemy is 


within lodg'd in the Heart, and thence it muſt be 


either driven out or deſtroyed; for it is not enough 
to diſarm him only : The Body may be guilty, 
but the Heart much more ſo; there Sin reſides, 
and thence it flows as from a Fountain ; which 


one would think ſhould humble thoſe, who have 


been ſo fond as to imagine, that there is no hart 
done ſo long as Thoughts come not to Execu- 
tion; for the Body is never guilty but when it 
has the Heart a Partner, and is often innocent 
when the Heart is guilty of the fouleſt Vices, this 


can do more in an Inftant than the outward-Man 
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in a long tract of Time: All Men have not op- 


portunity to -commit all Sins, to bring all their 
evil Thoughts to Action; but all Men carry na- 
turally the Seeds, and the Beginnings of Sin in 
their Hearts; and therefore St. Pau concludes all 
Men -under Sin : The Heart therefore muſt be 
changed; it muft love what it once hated, and 
hate what once it loved ſo paſſionately: It muſt 
ſeek what it was uſed to avoid, and fly from 
what it uſed to purſue with Pleaſure: In a Word, 
it muſt be torn and divided from Sin, and all that 


may incline it to Sin, and be entirely united to 


God; God muſt have the whole Heart: Turn ye 
even unto me (ſays God) with all your Heart, Joel 
chap. ii. ver. 12. And agreeable to this is that of 
Ezekiel chap. xvni. ver. 21. If the Sinner will 
turn from all his Sins that he hath committed, ani 
keep all my Statutes,” and do that which is lawful 


and right, be ſhall ſureh live, be ſhall not die; but 


if his Converſion be not entire, if it be not with 
al his Heart, but he ſtill retains ſome Kindneſs 
for his Sins, he ſhall not live a Life of Grace here, 
nor of Glory hereafter: And ſo Moſes declares 
from God to his People Iſrael in Deut. chap. iv. 
n If thou ſhalt ſeek the Lord thy God, thou 
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ſhalt find him; if thou ſeek him with all thy Heart 
and with all thy Soul: God does not aſk of you 
all your Riches, all the Goods that he hath given 
you, only Part of them for the Poor in acknow- 
ledgement to him ; but as for the Heart he would 
have it 2ll without Reſerve: he will have no Com- 
petitor there; all, as to the Object, all, as to the 
Time, i. e. always; without which there is no 
real Converſion : For you know, or ſhould know, 

that by our Converſion we are reconciled to God, 

who before was our Enemy : Now any Love for 
Sin, muſt certainly keep us at a Diſtance from 
him, and conſequently hinder our Peace and Re- 
conciliation with him : We muſt therefore rent 
our Hearts, and not our Garments, and turn unto 
the Lord; for what is it if the World be crucified - 
to us, if we be not alſo crucified to the World: 
A Man may deny himſelf all that is pleafant in 
the World, and yet not be dead to Sin, though 
he be to almoſt all Things elſe. I would not be 
miſunderſtood, as if I meant to difluade from 
Abſtinence and Self-denial ; far be this from me, 
who know that theſe may be, and have often 
been of excellent Uſe when practiſed ſeriouſly and 
3 But after all * Humiliation will ne- 
ceſſarily 
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ceſſarily and naturally follow true inward Contri- 
tion; out of the Abundance of the Heart the 
Mouth will ſpeak, and complain, and confeſs 
what is in it; the Countenance will be ſorrowful, 
and the Eyes full of Tears; for he who knows 
what Sin is, will not only cry to God for Succour 
_ againſt it, but will uſe his moſt earneſt Endeavours 
to be rid of it; he will cut off all unneceſſary 
Occaſion of it, and will fly from all Temptations 
to it, and watch to prevent it; he will ſo keep 
under his Body as that it ſhall not miniſter Fuel 
to Sin; and he will eſpecially endeavour to en- 
creaſe in all Goodneſs, without which there is no 
Converſion ; that Repentance is uſeleſs, where 
there is no Amendment of Lite; and it is only 
by the Change of our Ways that we can tell, 
whether our return to God be fincere or not. 
The Scripture indeed bids us meurn and <veep, and 
bewail our Abominations; and faſt and pray, and 
humble and hate curſelves : But this is not all, it 
requires us to turn from our Iniquities, and to break 
off our Sins by Righteouſneſs; if we do acts of Iniqui- 
ty, whatever our Knowledge, our Deſires are, 
our Repentance is deceitful, and God will never 
own it ; whoever repents, not only thinks, defires 
: Cc 2 and 
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1 and reſolves to live well, but whenever he has 
Opportunity, he does well; and is particularly 
careful of growing ſtronger in Paith, in Faith in 
God, Jeſus Chriſt, and the Bleſſed Spirit; becauſe 
he obſerves, that as he grows ſtronger, all evil 
Thoughts and Inclinations grow weaker, and that 
not only the Life, but the Heart 7s furified by 
Faith, | 

Thus have F conſidered what Converſion is, a 
forſaking all evil Ways and Thoughts, and cleav- 
ing to God with all our Hearts, in Works of 
Piety and Goodneſs; and that where it is true and 
real, theſe are the infallible Effects of it: How 
ſollicitous ſhould- we be to obtain this Grace, and 
how careful to. improve it: How ſhould we en. 
deavour to prepare ourſelves by all Religious Acts 
for the Reception of it! And: what ſhould hinder 
us, what ſhould hold us from returning unto God? 
Wherefore, my Brethren, To Day rf ye would hear 
his Voice harden not your Hearts; ſay not within 
yourſelves there is Time enough:. Who among you 
can ſay, he ſhall be alive To-morrow :. One would 
think, the Examples of others, often ſnatch'd away 
ſaddenly and unprovided, might move you: For 

although the Arms of Mercy. are ever ready. to re- 
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-ceive a ſincere Penitent, yet remember, that the 
Time will ſhortly come when all Opportunities 
for Converſion ſhall be cut off; When the Books 
ſhall be opened, and the Gate ſhall be ſhut. Do not 
therefore deceive yourſelves with thoſe, who make 
that an Encouragement to Sin, I mean Converſion, 
which requires ſo much of your Time, and yet is 
uſually put off with the leaſt Share of it; as if it 
were in a Man's own Choice to begin when he 
pleaſes : Surely No; Man that of himſelf would 
never forſake his Sins, would never of himſelf 
begin to repent : It is not in our own Diſpoſal, 
but it is the Gift of God offer'd to all unfeignedly, 
but not equally. accepted. Think therefore on 
theſe Things while there is time, and ſeek the 
Lord while he may be found, and when you have 
once found him nothing will grieve you more, 
than that you did not ſeek him ſooner, and that 
you threw away ſo much time upon Trifles, and 
in the unhappy Purſuit after the Vanities of the 
World: Then will you ſay, Ve have found him 
whom” our Soul loveth, and we will never leave 
him : For what ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of 
God? Neither Life nor Death, nor Principalities 
nor Powers, nor Earth, nor Hell, nor all the 
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Kingdoms of the World and the Glory of them, 
| ſhall tempt us to fall down to and adore any other 
than our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who hath forgiven 
us ſo many Sins, who hath enriched us with bis 
Grace, and will at laſt Reward us with eternal 


| THE 


